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RONALD Koeman has told his Saints side they have 
to perform better in defence - or they might not 
win another match this season. 

The Saints boss laid it on the line to his players after 
they crashed out of the FA Cup last weekend, conceding 
three goals at home to Crystal Palace. 

And he wants them to banish memories of that result 
with an improved display against Swansea at St Mary’s 
tomorrow. 
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SAINTS 



Sixteen games 
to define season 

See pages 8-11 

SAINTS 



Koeman has the 
Midas touch 

See pages 14-17 

NON-LEAGUE 



Brian Howard 
interview part 2 

See pages 34-37 


SOUTHAMPTON AWAY TRAVEL 

, Taking Saints fans away for the past 4 seasons! 

@saintstravel ** m ■ 

|MBj 

QPR V SAINTS SAT 7TH FEB £18.95 11 WEST BROM V SAINTS SAT 28TH FEB £24.95 

Entertainment & 4G Wifi on Board. Free Food & Drink. 

*Now with reclining seats & extra leg room* 

Travel in comfort by coach and arrive in style from Southampton to your designated Football away match venue. Arrive at least 90 minutes before kick-off. Pick-up points 
from Holton Heath, Branksome, Bournemouth, Ringwood, Marchwood, Totton, Southampton Central, Stadium, Fleming Park & Winchester, Fleet/Chieveley. 

# For more details on how to purchase your ticket, contact: Southampton 

07801867365 (Nick) • www.southamptonawaytravel.co.uk ^ Away Travel 
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ON THE SPOT: AFC Bournemouth’s Yann Kermorgant scores the first goal from a penalty. 

Hornets boss slams 
red card at Cherries 



FOUL: AFC Bournemouth’s Callum Wilson is brought down by 
Watford’s Craig Cathcart for a penalty 


Watford boss Slavisa 
Jokanovic labelled the decision 
to send off defender Gabriele 
Angella just seconds into their 
2-0 loss at Bournemouth as ‘a 
joke’. 

The centre-back’s first action 
of the match was to foul Callum 
Wilson with just 26 seconds on 
the clock but Lee Probert’s 
decision to show him a straight 
red card infuriated the Watford 
management, players and fans. 

They believed fellow defender 
Craig Cathcart was goalside, 
meaning Angella was not the 
last man. And Jokanovic, who 
admitted they are likely to 
appeal the sending off, tried to 
hold his tongue for fear of being 
disciplined by the authorities. 

“In England for it to happen 
after 25 seconds like this, it is a 
joke,” he fumed. 

“I better not make any opin¬ 
ion. I prefer not to make any 
commentary about this situa¬ 
tion. It is simple - it is wrong 
and strange. 

“We had practised with 10 
players but never for 94 min¬ 
utes, this is something differ¬ 
ent. 

“Our supporters always sup¬ 
port us and I am disappointed 
because all we could offer them 
is fighting. It is not enough and 
we are going to be better and 
make the next game better for 
them.” 

Jokanovic’s men were always 
up against it after Angella’s 
controversial red and they held 
out until Cathcart’s blatant foul 
on Wilson allowed Yann 
Kermorgant to open the scor¬ 
ing in the 35th minute from the 
penalty spot. 

The Hornets struggled to cre¬ 
ate many clear cut chances 
before Matt Ritchie’s fine 
angled drive put the game 
beyond doubt but Jokanovic 
explained how he resisted 
temptation to surrender a for¬ 
ward after the red. 

“We decided to stay with two 
strikers from the beginning of 
the game after this situation 
because we have to use our best 
players,” he explained. “I 


believed it was the best way to 
try to get a result. 

“I must be proud, we played 
against a top Championship 
team who play very good foot¬ 
ball. We fight and try together. 
After the penalty we decided to 
stay with two strikers and try 
to find some goals. 

“We started to get more tired 
and found a more complicated 
situation for us.” 

For Bournemouth boss Eddie 
Howe, the comfortable victory 
gives his side a three-point 
cushion at the top ahead of 
Saturday afternoon’s fixtures. 

And he admitted it was a wel¬ 
come three points after back-to- 
back league defeats and an FA 
Cup exit at Villa Park on 
Sunday. 

“The important thing for us 
was to get back to winning 
ways and get the feel-good fac¬ 
tor back for the players and 
fans,” he explained. 

“We haven’t beaten the big 
teams around us regularly 


enough for my liking. If we can 
produce the performance we 
did in the second half then I 
think we will be in good shape. 

“We are in a fortunate posi¬ 
tion and enjoying where we 
are.” 

The Cherries have seen a 
number of bids for 
Birmingham’s Demarai Gray 
rejected in recent weeks and 
while Howe refused to com¬ 
ment on the Blues winger in 
particular he hopes Monday’s 
transfer deadline day will be a 
successful one. 

“I hope it will be busy,” he 
added. “I have made no secret 
of the fact that we want to 
recruit a player. 

“So I hope it will be busy, 
whether it is or not remains to 
be seen. 

“That is the beauty of this 
transfer market and transfer 
deadline day, it is an exciting 
day for everybody. We would 
love to be able to bring a player 
in.” 


Saints Spotlight 





RONALD Koeman has told his 
side they won’t win another 
game this season if they defend 
as they did in the first half of 
their FA Cup defeat to Crystal 
Palace. 

Saints welcome Swansea to St 
Mary’s on Sunday afternoon aiming 
to banish memories of their 3-2 
fourth round loss the previous 
week, writes ADAM LEITCH 
It was a very uncharacteristic per¬ 
formance from Saints, which 
included some poor defensive 
errors. 

Given that Saints have let in just 
16 goals in 22 league games, it was 
certainly unexpected that they 
would concede three at home to 
Palace in the space of one half of 
football. 

Koeman was very unhappy with 
what he saw and his warned his 
team of the consequences of repeat¬ 
ing that display. 

He said: “We like to go on in the 
league. 

“We have a fantastic run in the 
league and that confidence we need 
for the game against Swansea on 
Sunday. 

“We have to defend better than we 
did in the first 45 minutes against 
Crystal Palace because that was 
poor defending, really poor defend¬ 
ing. We spoke about that, I was dis¬ 
appointed about that, I was sur¬ 
prised about that because normally 
it’s one of the strengths in the team 
with a lot of clean sheets. 

“If we defend like against Crystal 
(Palace) then we don’t win any 
games more and that we have to 
realise that.” 

Though Saints have some injury 
problems with Toby Alderweireld, 
Morgan Schneiderlin, Victor 
Wanyama and Shane Long all ruled 
out, they are boosted by the return 


of Sadio Mane and Maya Yoshida 
from international duty. 

The news is not so good for 
Swansea, for whom new £3m sign¬ 
ing from Saints, Jack Cork, is not 
able to face his former club while 
key men such as Gylfi Sigurdsson, 
Wayne Routledge and Ki Sung- 
Yeung are unavailable. 

They are also still coming to terms 
with the departure of star striker 
Wilfried Bony. 

“It’s difficult because Swansea had 
some changes, some important 
changes in the team like Bony, 
Sigurdsson who can’t play on this 
Sunday,” said Koeman. 

“More important is ourselves to 
prepare this game. 

“We know the system of them, I 
like the Swansea team how they 
play out of a 4-3-3 system with fast 
players on the wing position and we 
won in Swansea with a little bit of 
luck and we know it will be a tough 
game at home.” 

• Swansea are without suspended 
pair Gylfi Sigurdsson and Kyle 
Bartley for Sunday’s match following 
their FA Cup red cards at Blackburn 
last weekend. 

But skipper Ashley Williams has 
recovered from a shoulder problem 
and Neil Taylor will return after being 
rested, while Jefferson Montero is in 
contention to start after marking his 
comeback from hamstring trouble 
with a substitute’s appearance at 
Blackburn. 

Jack Cork will not be involved after 
completing his £3million move from 
Southampton after the 12pm dead¬ 
line for registration in time for the 
match. 

Provisional Swansea squad: 
Fabianski, Naughton, Fernandez, 
Williams, Taylor, Britton, Shelvey, 
Montero. Dyer, Oliveira, Gomis, 
Tremmel, Rangel, Amat, Carroll, 
Barrow, Grimes, Fulton, King. 


NON-LEAGUE LIVE MATCH REPORT - SEE PAGE 13 
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Monk bemused by red card misery 


GARRY Monk admits Swansea’s red card 
misery has left him bemused and he 
would “probably go mad” if he considered 
where his team would be without all the 
dismissals. 

Swansea ended last weekend’s 
FA Cup defeat at Blackburn 
with nine men as early 
baths for Kyle Bartley and 




Gylfi Sigurdsson took 
their number of red 
cards in all competi¬ 
tions to eight - the most 
of any Barclays 
Premier League club - 
although two of those 
reds were subsequent¬ 
ly rescinded. 

Statistics before this 
weekend’s action 

revealed Swansea’s foul 
count is among the low¬ 
est in the top flight with 
just six sides recording 
fewer and only Arsenal and 
Everton had suffered more 
fouls against them in the Premier 
League this season. 

Yet ninth-placed Swansea have not once 
found themselves playing against 10 men 


and, ahead of Sunday’s visit to 
Southampton, manager Monk - himself a 
former Saints player -insists his players 
are anything but a bunch of sinners. 

We’re far from a dirty team 
and I don’t think it tallies 
up,” Monk (pictured) said. 
“Eight red cards is what 
it is but it’s surprising 
really when you see 
those statistics. 

“I think five of the 
reds were extremely 
harsh and we had 
two rescinded, but 
we’ve had reds 
when the first yel¬ 
low has come from 
kicking the ball 
away. 

“They are the most 
annoying because 
they cost you and it’s 
silly. That’s what has to 
be cut out and I’ve spoken 
to the players a lot about 
_ lat. 

“It is being wise enough to not 
give anyone an opportunity to give you a 
red card, but I don’t think the number 


we’ve had tells a tale about us. 

“If I thought about it too much and our 
season I’d probably go mad.” 

Monk expressed his displeasure with 
refereeing standards back in October and 
met referees’ chief Mike Riley to discuss 
the bad decisions he felt Swansea had 
been getting. 

His meeting with Riley came in the wake 
of a controversial 2-1 defeat at Stoke 
when he called referee Michael Oliver’s 
decision to award a game-changing penal¬ 
ty as “disgusting”. 

Oliver will now take charge of a 
Swansea game for the first time since the 
Stoke row when Monk’s men go to 
Southampton. 

“We all know about Stoke but even then 
it had been a build up of a number of | 
things,” Monk said. 

“You think it will be okay and even 
itself out but it clearly doesn’t. 

“I’ve said it all along we should be pro¬ 
tected more than we have been but I’m 
not going to harp on about it. 

“Everyone seems to think I want to talk 
about referees but it’s only what people 
ask me. 

“It’s been like that all season and it’s 
now at the point I can’t worry about it.” 


Premier 

League 

round-up 

ROBIN van Persie and Radamel 
Falcao were on target as 
Manchester United despatched 
Leicester 3-1 in their Barclays 
Premier League clash at Old 
Trafford. 

Van Persie opened the scoring 
just before the half-hour mark with a 
superb strike and the Dutchman, 
whose future at the club has been 
placed in doubt following a drop in 
form, was involved in the build-up 
to the second that was finished by 
Falcao. 

Wes Morgan contributed an own 
goal before Marcin Wasilewski nod¬ 
ded in a consolation effort to com¬ 
plete a defeat that left the Foxes 
rooted to the foot of the table. 

Harry Kane starred as Tottenham 
posted a 3-0 victory at West Brom 
that kept Mauricio Pochettino's 
side in the hunt for a Champions 
League place and moved them 
above Arsenal in the table. 

Christian Eriksen and Kane scored 
goals inside the opening 15 minutes 
and, when the outstanding Kane 
added his second from the penalty 
spot, the result had been placed 
beyond doubt. 

Liverpool are snapping at 
Tottenham's heels in seventh after 
Raheem Sterling and Daniel 
Sturridge fired them to a 2-0 tri¬ 
umph over West Ham at Anfield. 

Sterling combined with Philippe 
Coutinho in a fantastic build-up that 
the England forward finished with 
aplomb, before Sturridge added the 
second on his comeback game 
after five months out through injury. 

The recent progress made by 
Crystal Palace ground to a halt as 
Romelu Lukaku's goal earned 
Everton to a 1-0 victory at Selhurst 
Park for their first win in nine games 
in all competitions. 

Niko Kranjcar pulled a goal back 
for QPR but it was not enough to 
prevent them from slipping to a 3-1 
defeat at Stoke. 

Two goals from Jonathan Walters 
gave the Potters a handsome cush¬ 
ion, but Harry Redknapp's side bat¬ 
tled back with Kranjcar scoring 
before Joey Barton hit the under¬ 
side of the crossbar with a free- 
kick. 

The final half-hour was all QPR as 
they pushed forward in search of 
the equaliser, only for Walters to 
complete his hat-trick in stoppage 
time. 

Sunderland gave their survival 
hopes a shot in the arm with a 2-0 
win against Burnley at the Stadium 
of Light courtesy of goals from 
Connor Wickham and Jermain 
Defoe. 

In the game's early kick-off, 
Sammy Ameobi and Yoan Gouffran 
struck in the second half to help 
ensure John Carver's reign as per¬ 
manent Newcastle head coach 
began with a 3-0 success at Hull. 

Carver, without a win in four 
games in caretaker charge, 
watched Frenchman Remy Cabella 
open his Magpies account before 
Ameobi and Gouffran wrapped up 
the win. 


ADAM LEITCH ON THE JACK CORK TRANSFER - SEE PAGE 7 
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Super Bowl 



haunts Tom 

THE New England Patriots will aim to 
erase the pain of the last Super Bowl 
hosted in Arizona on Sunday and 
derail the Seattle Seahawks’ quest 
for back-to-back titles in the 
process. 

Boston-based franchise New 
England’s hopes of recording just 
the second perfect season in NFL 
history were spoiled by the underdog 
New York Giants seven years ago. 

David Tyree’s miraculous catch 
that night has been replayed plenty 
of times in the Grand Canyon State 
this week and the loss is a memory 
which is still etched 
Tom Brady’s 
head today. 

“I wish that 
i game would 
| have ended 
differently, but 
I we didn’t 
r make enough 
plays that day,” 
r said the Patriots 
quarterback. 

“It’s good to be back 
here and have the opportunity to play 
in this game. We’re playing against a 
great team. Like I said, it’s not where 
you play; it’s how you play. I think if 
we want to win this game we’ve got 
to go play really well.” 

The Patriots quarterback suffered 
his first defeat on the grandest stage 
at the University of Phoenix Stadium, 
with the Giants inflicting another 
Super Bowl loss on his side four 
years later. 

It means a fourth championship 
ring, which would bring him level 
with Hall of Fame signal caller and 
his childhood idol Joe Montana, has 
eluded him for a decade. 

Brady (above) won three Super 
Bowls in his first four years as a 
starter. 

“I think just from my experience - 
2001, 2003 and 2004 - I was so 
young that I didn’t understand what 
this was all about and how challeng¬ 
ing this is, because everything hap¬ 
pened so fast at such an early part of 
my career,” he said. 

“I think over the years we’ve gotten 
some tough losses. Obviously we 
made it in ‘07 and ‘11, those were 
challenging games. They came down 
to the wire and we lost. 

“I don’t think those things discour¬ 
aged me at all. They just re-empha- 
sized how hard and challenging it is 
to get to this point and how chal¬ 
lenging it is to win this game. 

“I have such an appreciation for it 
now. That’s why I’m hoping we can 
accomplish and finally finish it off 
with a great win on Sunday. It would 
mean an awful lot.” 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 31, 2015 

Saints blew chance at 
lasting FA Cup glory... 


You say many things about football, but 
you can never say it’s boring. 

An FA Cup weekend saw pretty much every 
accumulator wrecked by some of the most ran¬ 
dom results you’ll ever see in football. 

It makes Saints’ timid performance at home 
against Crystal Palace all the more galling. 

Even at this early stage it would be fair to say 
that it could be the most open FA Cup in years. 

With that openness it does make Match of the 
Day’s comments about Saturday’s result all the 
more interesting as they boldly announced the 
top two clubs in the country had crashed out of 
the cup... 

Oh, and Southampton too. 

Why the top two? Why not the top three as, let’s 
be honest, it’s the top three clubs that went out of 
the tournament. 

Why mention only the top two? 

Ok, so it was Chelsea and Manchester City but 
surely statistically you’d mention the fact that the 
top three clubs in the country, based on league 
position and especially current form, went out of 
the cup on the same day? 

It goes to show that even at this stage of the sea¬ 
son, the tabloid media doesn’t believe that 
Southampton deserve to be mentioned in the 
same breath as the likes of Chelsea, Liverpool, 
City and United. 

That deep down inside, whilst the fans would 
love a club like Southampton to break the big club 
monopoly, the media love a favourite, a club that 
pulls in the punters and brings ratings/newspa¬ 
per sales. 

Southampton might bring a few easy by-lines - 
“Plucky old Southampton, the romance of foot¬ 
ball, the underdog” all the cliches that you can 
associate with a classic David/Goliath situation - 
but the harsh fact is that Saints don’t sell newspa¬ 
pers. 

They don’t add a million to your viewing fig¬ 
ures. 

They just don’t add up to financially. 

The defeat to Palace was desperately disap¬ 
pointing but then again, so is any defeat. 

What makes it so gut wrenchingly hurtful is the 
way so many top teams went out in one day. 

You’d have to fancy any club’s chances now. 

With Chelsea and Manchester City out of the 
cup, any team could win it. 

Arsenal? Great side but so, so vulnerable. At 
times brilliant, at times woeful and easy to take 
apart. 

Manchester United? Nowhere near the force 
they used to be and if Cambridge United can make 
them look ordinary then any Championship side 
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must look at them and fancy their chances. 

Liverpool? Don’t make me laugh, they’ve been 
woeful at times and are nowhere near the club 
they were without Suarez. 

Hell, even West Ham fans think their name’s on 
the cup this year. 

As is always the way with a cup defeat, the next 
day saw Saints fans across the country trot out 
the “concentrate on the league” line. 

Defeat means we can now concentrate on being 
third in the league... 

Sounds pretty lame when you hear it like that 
doesn’t it? 

Why bother with a trip to Wembley or the eter¬ 
nal glory of a cup win when you can finish third 
in the league? 

Whilst we all know that finishing third would be 
a massive, massive achievement, will the history 
books remember the financial bias that the top 
clubs have right now? 

Or will they simply show a number 3 next to 
Southampton’s name and a position 2 down from 
Chelsea and Manchester City? 

For clubs like Saints, our only reason for exist¬ 
ing is to win a cup. 

Football has changed too much and to win this 
league is just simply way beyond our means. 

If you take one starting eleven against another 
starting eleven then Saints are a match for any 
club in this league. 

Sadly modern day football isn’t like that, it’s a 
squad game and a game of financial muscle. 

Saints just don’t have the kind of money 
required to make that final push with purchase 
made in the January transfer window. 

Recent injuries have shown that Saints just 
don’t have the depth that the big clubs have. 

We may have probably the best defence in the 
country, if not Europe, and certainly one of the 
midfields in the country, but it’s up front that we 
look vulnerable. 

Get an injury to a striker and all of a sudden the 
goals start to dry up. 

It’s in that department that the big clubs have 
the advantage. 

Striker transfer fees are always much, much 
higher than any other area. 

The FA Cup was our big chance for lasting 
glory... and we blew it. 

Meanwhile, this week saw Saints accept a bid 
from Swansea for Jack Cork. 

If there ever was a more unlucky footballer than 



LOST GLORY: Graziano Pelle rues a missed 
chance in the FA Cup match against Crystal 
Palace 


Jack, I’ve yet to see him. 

By anyone’s definition of the word, Cork is a ter¬ 
rific midfielder. 

From League One to the Premier League, Cork 
has never once let this football club down. 

On and off the pitch, the man has been exem¬ 
plary. 

He just happens to have been unfortunate to 
play in what must be one of the best midfields in 
the league, with cover aplenty. 

Personally I’d rather Cork stayed. 

He’s superb cover and is surely one of the best 
squad players in this league, but unfortunately 
you can’t expect a player of Cork’s quality to 
make do with being the player that fills the gap 
when someone’s injured. 

I can only wish Jack Cork the best. 

He most certainly deserves it. 


COACH HOLIDAYS 


Daily Echo 


1 Newmarket 

Holidays 



The Cheltenham Festival 

Drama and excitement all the way! 

Departs 12 March 2015 

Experience the drama and excitement of the 2014 National Hunt’s Blue Riband event, on this great value two-day coach 
break. This is your chance to experience the magic of the Cheltenham Festival, one of the highlights of the sporting year. 
With admission to the meeting on two days included in the price, with the highlight being the Cheltenham Gold Cup, plus 
one night’s accommodation, this break is a sure bet! 

Price includes 

• Return coach travel • One night’s bed and English breakfast accommodation at a three-star hotel within coaching distance 
of Cheltenham Racecourse •Admission to the Best Mate Enclosure on two days (Tattersalls Enclosure upgrade available for 
a supplement) *The services of a Tour Manager 


(§) www.newmarket.travel/ncs11862 (£) 0330 160 7751 quoting code NCS 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to availability. Single supplements apply. 
Standard phone charges. 
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The Saints legend’s (exclusive) column on all things football 
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GOAL JOY: 

Middlesbrough’s 
Patrick Bamford 
celebrates after 
scoring his side’s 
first goal at the 
Etihad Stadium. 


HAVE 


i seen all the talk in the 
last week about the greatest 
| shocks in the history of the 
FA Cup, after Bradford 
I stunned Chelsea 4-2 at 
Stamford Bridge. 

Yet I cannot believe that I have 
; not once heard anyone mention 
our 5-1 thrashing of Manchester 
City, at Maine Road, in 1960, 
when they were in the top-flight 
and we were a Third Division 
| team. 

That is surely one of the great¬ 
est surprises and most eye-catch- 
| ing results in the history of the 
competition, and I would have 
thought that, somewhere along 
j the way, it might have got a men¬ 
tion. 

I’ve seen about eight other 
I shocks detailed in the last week 
as being among the best ever, but 
not that one, which I find very 
strange. 

It was an amazing occasion for 
us and, with 42,000 people there, 
it was one of the biggest crowds 
we had ever played in front of at 
that point. 

I can remember going for four 
days to Blackpool in the build-up 
to the match, with the idea being, 
I think, that the sea air would be 
a stimulant for us. 

That’s how it was in those days 
- there was no trip to Abu Dhabi 
to get some sun on your back. No, 
it was off to the cold north to suck 
in some sea air! 

On this occasion it obviously 
worked for us, though. 

It was a daunting task, mind 
you. City, who had won the cup in 
1956 and been to Wembley in 1955 
as well, had the legendary Bert 
Trautmann in goal. 

To make matters worse, they 
also went 1-0 up. 

But we fought back magnifi¬ 
cently, with Derek Reeves pro¬ 
ducing a striking masterclass, 
scoring four times, while George 
O’Brien got the other one. 

It was a result that certainly 
should have gone down in the 
annals of the FA Cup, as one of 
the most momentous shocks in 
the competition’s history, 
although it’s obviously not as 
well remembered as it should be. 

For us, it was a year that high¬ 
lighted just what the cup is all 
about... 


Having thrashed First Division 
City on their own turf in the third 
round, we then went out to 
Fourth Division Watford at the 
next hurdle! 

There were certainly plenty of 
surprise results in the FA Cup 
last weekend, meaning there 
were a number of notable absen¬ 
tees in this year’s fifth-round 
draw. 

Ten Premier League sides have 
already been eliminated, making 
it one of the most open tourna¬ 
ments in recent memory. 

Sadly, Saints are among the 
teams knocked out, following 
their loss to Crystal Palace. 

That was by no means the 
biggest shock, however. 

Chelsea and Manchester City 
both went out to lower league 
opposition, as did 
Swansea, while 

Tottenham lost to a 
struggling Leicester. 

The chance to record a 
historic result is, of 
course, one of the reasons 
why the “minnows” so 
hope for a glamour tie when they 
reach the third round and 
beyond. 

There is, obviously, another rea¬ 
son as well why fans, and espe¬ 
cially chairmen, hope for presti¬ 
gious draws - money. 

Last Friday night, Cambridge 
United managed to draw 0-0 with 
Manchester United, a team a 
whole 76 places above them in the 


league rankings, earn¬ 
ing them a lucrative 
return trip to Old 
Trafford. 

As beneficiaries of increased 
television money and 50 per cent 
of ticket sales, it is reported that 
the League Two team will earn 
over £1.5m, a sum equivalent to 
their annual income. 

Their chairman, Dave Doggett, 
has vowed to renovate the 8,000 
capacity Abbey Road stadium 
with the money. 


STRIKING MASTERCLASS: 

Derek Reeves 


With many lower-league teams 
struggling financially, cash injec¬ 
tions like this can literally save 
some clubs from administration 
and possible liquidation. 

Others may invest the money on 
the playing side, in a bid to cata¬ 
pult them up the pyramid. 

As a result, the FA Cup brings 
hope and opportunity to clubs all 
across the land. It comes as no 
surprise that most clubs have at 
least one “giant-killing” to report 
in their past. 

While it’s very difficult to cate¬ 
gorically say what is the biggest 
shock in the FA Cup’s long histo¬ 
ry, Chelsea’s home defeat at the 
hands of League One’s Bradford 
City is very much in the running, 
considering each club’s perfor¬ 
mances this season, as well as the 
context of the match itself. 

To come back from two goals 
behind, away from home against 
one of the world’s richest teams is 
bordering on the unthinkable. 

While it may not be as romantic 
as non-league Luton Town travel¬ 
ling to beat top-flight Norwich 
City in 2013, or 92nd-placed 
Wrexham beating reigning league 
champions Arsenal in 1992, 
Bradford’s result goes a long 
away to rejuvenating a trophy 
that, over the past decade, has 
seen waning interest from the 
country’s top teams. 

Many people believe this decline 
began in 1999 when defending 
champions Manchester United 


decided to defy opposition from 
supporters and not enter the com¬ 
petition, in order to take place in 
the inaugural Club World 
Championship. 

The truth is that the FA was 
paralysed by FIFA, who demand¬ 
ed the Red Devils’ participation in 
their new flagship club competi¬ 
tion. 

However, the physical demands 
of the modern game, as well as the 
financial incentive of playing in 
the Champions League, started to 
see many top teams fielding 
weaker sides in the competition. 

Soon after, other Premier 
League teams were prioritising 
league survival over a cup run, 
sometimes to fans’ fury. 

Another factor was that teams 
winning the FA Cup were auto¬ 
matically entered into the next 
year’s UEFA Cup, a tournament 
so demanding in terms of travel 
and number of games that many 
did not want to compete in it. 

Last weekend will go a long way 
to ensuring the FA Cup’s popular¬ 
ity with football fans everywhere, 
though. 

With teams such as Arsenal, 
Manchester United and Liverpool 
all unlikely to win silverware 
from other competitions, more 
importance has to be placed on 
FA Cup success for them now. 

With the next round being 
played on Valentine’s Day, let’s 
hope the romance of the cup is 
there for all to see. 


Paine’s World 
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SAINTS’ FIRST TEAM FIXTURES 


AUGUST 

Sat 17 Liverpool.A 

Sat 23 West Brom .H 


Sat 30 West Ham.A 


SEPTEMBER 

Sat 13 Newcastle.H 


Sat 27 QPR.H 


OCTOBER 

Sun 5 Tottenham.A 


NOVEMBER 


Sat 8 Leicester.H 

Mon 24 Aston Villa.A 

Sun 30 Man City.H 

DECEMBER 

Weds 3 Arsenal .A 

Mon 8 Man United.H 

Sat 13 Burnley.A 

Tues 16 Sheff Utd (LC5) .A 


Sat 28 Chelsea.H 

JANUARY 

Thurs 1 Arsenal.H 

Sun 4 Ipswich (FAC 3).H 



RESULTS 2014/15 


10111 ■12H13H4 


Sat 24 Crystal Palace (FAC 4) .H 
FEBRUARY 

Sun 1 Swansea.H 

Sat 7 QPR .A 

Weds 11 West Ham.H 

Sun 22 Liverpool .H 

Sat 28 West Brom.A 

MARCH 

Tue 3 Crystal Palace .H 

Sun 15 Chelsea.A 

Sat 21 Burnley.H 

APRIL 

Sat 4 Everton.A 

Sat 11 Hull .H 

Sat 18 Stoke .A 

Sat 25 Tottenham .H 

MAY 

Sat 2 Sunderland.A 

Sat 9 Leicester.A 

Sat 16 Aston Villa.H 

Sun 24 Man City .A 


L 1-2 

Forster 

Clyne 1 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Schneiderlin 

Wanyama 

Tadic* 

S Davis** 

W-Prowse 

Pelle 

Long* 

Isgrove** 


D 0-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Schneiderlin 

Wanyama 

Tadic 

S Davis* 

W-Prowse** 

Pelle 

Long* 

Cork** 


W 2-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Targett 

S Davis 

Wanyama** 

Isgrove* 

Long*** 

W-Prowse 

Pelle 1 

Tadic* 

Cork 1** 

Ramirez*** 

W 3-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Schneiderlin 2 

S Davis 

Tadic 

W-Prowse** 

Long* 

Pelle 1 

Ramirez* 

Cork** 


W 4-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Cork 1*** 

Schneiderlin 1 

S Davis 

Tadic** 

Long* 

Pelle 2 

Wanyama* 

W-Prowse** 

Gardos*** 

W1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida* 

Bertrand 

Cork** 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse*** 

Tadic 

Long 

Pelle 

Gardos* 

S Davis** 

Wanyama 1*** 

W 2-1 

Forster 

Clyne 1 

Fonte 

Gardos 

Targett** 

Wanyama 

Schneiderin 

S Davis 

Tadic 1 

Mane* 

Pelle 

Long* 

Bertrand** 


W 2-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 1 

Wanyama** 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Tadic*** 

Mane* 

Pelle 1 

Long* 

Cork** 

Targett*** 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama* 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Tadic 

Mane 

Pelle 

Long* 



W 8-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Cork 1 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis* 

Tadic 1 

Long** 

Pelle 2** 

Wanyama 1* 

Mane** 

Mayuka*** 

W1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Cork* 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis** 

Tadic 

Mane 1 

Pelle 

Wanyama* 

Gardos** 


W 3-2 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Gardos** 

Targett 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis* 

Tadic 

Long 1 

Pelle 2 

Cork* 

Alderweireld** 


W1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 1 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Tadic** 

Long* 

Pelle 

Mane* 

Cork** 


W 2-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin*** 

S Davis* 

Tadic 

Mane** 

Pelle 

Cork* 

Long** 2 

Reed*** 

D 1-1 

Forster 

Clyne 1 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

Long** 

Tadic 

Mane* 

Pelle 

Mayuka* 

Cork** 


L 0-3 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin* 

S Davis*** 

Tadic 

Mane** 

Pelle 

Yoshida* 

Long** 

Mayuka*** 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Cork* 

S Davis 

Tadic** 

Long*** 

Pelle 

Yoshida* 

Mane** 

Mayuka*** 

L 1-2 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

S Davis 

Long** 

Tadic* 

Mane 

Pelle 1 

Hesketh* 

Mayuka** 


L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

S Davis 

Hesketh* 

Tadic 

Mane** 

Pelle 

W-Prowse* 

Long** 


L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Gardos 

Targett* 

Wanyama*** 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse 

Bertrand 

Mane** 

Long 

Isgrove* 

Mayuka** 

Alderweireld*** 

W 3-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Yoshida 1 

Bertrand 

Reed 

W-Prowse* 

S Davis 

Long** 

Pelle 1 

Targett* 

Gape** 


W 3-1 

Forster 

Clyne*** 

Gardos 

Alderweireld 1 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 1 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse 

S Davis* 

Mane 1 

Pelle** 

Wanyama* 

Long** 

McCarthy*** 

D 1-1 

Forster 

Yoshida** 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Targett 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis*** 

Tadic* 

Mane 1 

Pelle 

W-Prowse* 

Gardos** 

Long*** 

W 2-0 

Forster 

Alderweireld 

Fonte 

Gardos** 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

S Davis 

W-Prowse 

Tadic*** 1 

Mane* 1 

Pelle 

Reed* 

Yoshida** 

Long*** 

D 1-1 

Forster 

W-Prowse 

Fonte 

Gardos 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 1 

Long 

S Davis 

Tadic* 

Pelle 

Isgrove* 



W1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld* 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse 

S Davis*** 

Elia** 

Pelle 

Gardos* 

Tadic** 1 

Reed*** 

W1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Garods 

Bertrand 

Targett 

Wanyama* 

Reed 

W-Prowse 

Tadic** 

Long 1 

S Davis* 

Pelle** 


W 2-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Gardos 

Bertrand 

Reed 

S Davis 

Tadic** 

W-Prowse* 

Elia*** 2 

Pelle 

Cork* 

Long** 

Targett*** 

L 2-3 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Gardos* 

Bertrand 

Cork** 

S Davis 

Tadic 

W-Prowse 

Elia 

Pelle 1 

Targett* 

Long** *** 

Seager*** 


Saints trailing in game is a rare sight this season 


FORGET losing matches, Saints have 
rarely even been behind in this amaz¬ 
ing season. 

New statistics have been compiled 
showing how long every team in the 
top flight has trailed during games this 
season. 

Chelsea lead the way, having been 
behind for just two hours and 46 min¬ 
utes. 

Saints are one of only four other 
clubs to notch less than five hours, 
which is quite remarkable when you 
consider they have played 35 hours of 
Premier League football already. 

The gulf between the best and rest 
is evidenced further when looking at 
the number of points each has won 
from winning positions. 

Chelsea and Man City have taken 88 
per cent (50 and 45 respectively) of 
the points available when they have 
gone in front - but that pales in com¬ 
parison to Saints, who have taken a 


staggering 95 per cent (40 from a pos¬ 
sible 42). 

Spurs and Liverpool, however, fare 
less favourably: the North London side 
have taken just 78 per cent (35) of 
points from winning positions, while 
Liverpool have clung on to just 73 per 
cent (33). 

At the opposite end of the table, 

QPR must be near to losing all hope. 

Rangers have gone behind on 22 
separate occasions this season - once 
for every Premier League game they 
have played in - with only Burnley (8) 
taking the lead on fewer occasions 
than the nine times Harry Redknapp's 
side have managed to carve out an 
advantage. 

This weekend Saints will have to be 
wary early on with Swansea strong in 
the first half of matches. 

In the last round of Premier League 
action, Tottenham and Crystal Palace 
were the beneficiaries of late goals 


that saw them net three points when it 
seemed that each would have to be 
content with just one. 

With that in mind, how would the 
league table look if we rewound the 
clock and stopped every Premier 
League match earlier? Even rewinding 
just two minutes back to the 88th 
minute, Tottenham would drop down 
to tenth rather than be breathing down 
Arsenal’s neck in fifth, such is the 
impact of the late goals they have 
scored. 

However, if you really want to see 
what late goals can do, look no further 
than Newcastle; over half of the 
Magpies' goals this season (14 out of 
26) have been scored in the last half- 
hour of matches. 

In fact, if games finished at half 
time, Newcastle would be propping 
up the rest of the league with just 18 
points - nine fewer than their current 
haul. 


Like Newcastle, Arsenal also start 
slowly; the Gunners would be tenth if 
we stopped every match clock at 40 
minutes. 

Yet with over half of their goals (20 
from 39) coming after the hour mark, 
Arsene Wenger’s side tend to look 
more like Champions League con¬ 
tenders as matches progress. 

There are, however, teams who 
probably wish that matches did finish 
earlier. 

Garry Monk’s Swansea would be 
major beneficiaries if matches finished 
after 40 minutes, at which point they 
would find themselves in second 
place. 

It is at this point that the Swans’ 
troubles start, with the five goals they 
have conceded in the five minutes 
leading up to half-time the highest in 
the division, and they have so far failed 
to reassert themselves as the second 
half wears on. 



LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 


LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 


LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 

ARTUR BORUC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

50 

° 

NATHANIEL CLYNE 

20 

2 

6 

1 

84(5) 

5- 

SAM GALLAGHER 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3(17) 

2 

CODY CROPPER 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

JACK CORK 

5(7) 

2 

1(3) 

1128(25) 

3 

SHANE LONG 

9(11) 

2 

5(2) 

1 

14(13) 

3 

KELVIN DAVIS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

292(1) 

0 

HARRISON REED 

2(3) 

0 

1 

0 

4(10) 

0 

EMMANUEL MAYUKA 

0(5) 

0 

0(1) 

0 

3(16) 

1 

FRASER FORSTER 

22 

0 

7 

0 

29 

0 

MORGAN SCHNEIDERLIN 

16 

3 

4 

1 220(31) 

14- 

GRAZIANO PELLE 

22 

8 

5(1) 

4 

27(1) 

12 

PAULO GAZZANIGA 

0 

0 

0 

0 

18(1) 

° 

VICTOR WANYAMA 

14(5) 

3 

6 

0 

40(9) 

3 

JAY RODRIGUEZ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

59(17) 

26 

RYAN BERTRAND 

21 

2 

4(1) 

0 

26(1) 

2 

STEVEN DAVIS 

20(1) 

0 

5(1) 

0 

82(19) 

6 

JAKE HESKETH 

KD 

0 

0 

0 

1(1) 

0 

MATT TARGETT 

1(3) 

0 

5(1) 

0 

6(4) 

0 

LLOYD ISGROVE 

0(1) 

0 

1(2) 

0 

2(4) 

0 

DOMINIC GAPE 

0(1) 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

JOSE FONTE 

21 

0 

7 

0 

205(5) 

13 

SAM MCQUEEN 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

JASON MCCARTHY 

0(1) 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

FLORIN GARDOS 

3(5) 

0 

6 

0 

9(5) 

0 

GASTON RAMIREZ 

0(1) 

0 

0(1) 

0 

27(23) 

8 

ELJERO ELIA 

2 

2 

1 

0 

3 

2 

TOBY ALDERWEIRELD 

16 

1 

0(2) 

0 

16(2) 

1 

DUSAN TADIC 

19(1) 

3 

5(1) 

1 

24(2) 

4 


MAYA YOSHIDA 

8(3) 

1 

1 

0 

55(4) 

3 

SADIO MANE 

11(3) 

4 

2 

0 

13(3) 

4 


JACK STEPHENS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

JAMES WARD-PROWSE 

9(3) 

0 

5 

0 

44(33) 

1 



KEY: LA: league appearances. LG: league goals. CA: cup appearances. CG: cup goals. CSA: career Saints appearances. CSG: career Saints goals. 
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Leitch 


Marshawn 
is missing 
the point 


TRANSFER deadline day 
is almost upon us. 

If ever there was a time 
for hibernation this is it. You 
won’t miss much. 


JACK Cork’s departure for 
Swansea has been much 
lamented by Saints fans, but 
it is only right we put it into 
context. 

Ultimately, Cork has proven to be a 
player that has been more popular 
with supporters than he has with the 
managers he has worked under. 

For many, that has been a head- 
scratching puzzle to solve, but it’s the 
truth. 

Cork’s brand of engine room battling 
and decent technical ability has 
always made him a favourite with 
Saints fans. 

His partnership with Morgan 
Schneiderlin was important for Saints 
as they made it into the Premier 
League, but after promotion to the top 
flight his contribution has been patch¬ 
ier. 

It’s not a slight on him. One of Cork’s 
great strengths is his consistency. 

However, managers haven’t 
taken the same view as the 
fans. 

While supporters want¬ 
ed him to have a run in 
the team, Mauricio 
Pochettino needed just 
a few months in charge 
to decide to splash out 
£12m on bringing in 
Victor Wanyama as 
effectively a replace¬ 
ment for Cork. 

His preferred central 
midfield pairing was gener¬ 
ally Schneiderlin and 
Wanyama. 

Ronald Koeman has taken over and 
has opted for exactly the same, with 
the club also worried about a blocking 
of the pathway to the first team for 
Harrison Reed, pictured above. 

It has left Cork looking a little mar¬ 
ginalised, frozen out perhaps, even 
though when he has got game time he 
has always performed well and often 
managed to retain his spot in the team 
for a period of time, generally at the 
expense of Wanyama. 

That he is no longer a Saints player 
is a blow, but also needs to be seen for 
what it is. 

Cork is a great squad man to have 
around, but the chances of him break¬ 
ing past Schneiderlin or Wanyama are 
slim. 

Even if you buy into the argument 
that Schneiderlin may move on from 
Saints in the summer then Cork’s 


position doesn’t really change. 

The blunt truth of the matter is that 
Koeman would dip into the transfer 
market and splash some cash on 
replacing Schneiderlin, and was never 
likely to just promote Cork. 

For all of that though, he is a crack¬ 
ing back-up option to have, and Saints 
could find they miss having him 
around. 

They have really let him go before he 
had finished serving his purpose. 

And, though Cork ultimately turned 
down what appears to have been a 
very good contract offer from Saints, 
the club have played a part in his 
departure. 

Had they offered Cork a contract 
extension a year ago then he surely 
would have signed, whether he was 
guaranteed first team football or not. 

It seemed a no-brainer, as Cork 
would also be sought after by about 
half of the Premier League, and so 
even if you did decide later you didn’t 
want him you could still sell him 
for a reasonable fee. 

But by waiting and waiting 
it suggested to the player 
as well as the outside 
world that he wasn’t 
really valued, whether 
that was indeed the case 
or not. 

All of a sudden you get 
to January and within 
touching distance of 
Cork being able to walk 
out for nothing and you 
invite other clubs to table 
very lucrative deals, and offer 
greater first team opportunities. 
Heads are naturally going to be turned 
in that instance. 

In the end he has decided not to sign 
with Saints, and the club have cashed 
in, taking £3m from Swansea who 
have got themselves a good player at a 
good price. 

It’s a bit of a sad way for Cork’s time 
at the club to end. 

He has rightly been well liked by the 
fans, and will no doubt be warmly wel¬ 
comed back when he eventually 
returns to play against the 
club in the future. 

But for all the moans and 
groans about his departure, raj 
and whether it might have 
been handled better, it has to be ” 
seen in context, and that is that Saints 
have ultimately lost somebody who 
was not going to be a first team regu¬ 
lar. 


Adam Rant 


MARSHAWN Lynch seems like a 
charming chap. 

The Seattle Seahawks player 
seems to have been going out of his 
way to be a royal pain in the bottom 
in the build-up to this weekend’s 
Super Bowl. 

Lynch has shown up to his media 
engagements and pretty much flatly 
refused to properly answer any 
questions whatsoever. We are not 
talking about ones regarding his pri¬ 
vate life, but ones regarding the 
game he is about to participate in, 
the biggest day in the American 
sporting calendar. 

If this was a tactic to try and up his 
worldwide recognition, then it 
would have been deemed a suc¬ 
cess, but he has history. This is 
just the way he is. 

Even as a member of the 
media, Adam Rant does 
have some sympathy with 
sports stars in their dealings 
with the press. 

The majority of sports 
reporters are professional 
and have integrity, but the odd 
minority do not, and they can 
cause problems. 


WEEDING 


So weeding out some of those is 
fair enough, even being guarded 
when you are speaking to people 
you don’t know and trust is 
acceptable as well. 

But what guys like Lynch don’t 
ever seem to quite understand is 
that whilst they might think they are 
being clever and playing a trick on 
these pesky old media people, actu¬ 
ally those guys get paid regardless 
of whether he says anything or not. 

It doesn’t really affect them much at 
all. Indeed, his refusal to talk is a 
story for them in itself. 

The only people he is really letting 
down are the fans who pay his 
wages. It is they who want to hear 
from their heroes. 

If they didn’t, then the media 
wouldn’t be there asking the ques¬ 
tions and reporting the replies. They 
are not there out of solidarity, it is 
business. 

Perhaps Lynch is not able to 
understand that pretty simple con¬ 
cept, perhaps he just doesn’t 
care less. 

Either way, it paints a pretty 
grim picture of him. He may 
not be bothered, as he is prob¬ 
ably rolling in cash for his 
sporting endeavours, but, ulti¬ 
mately, he is showing disre¬ 
spect to the sport and the fans. 
How very clever. 


FANS’ FAVOURITE: Jack Cork. 
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CHELSEA REMAINING 
GAMES 


January 

31 Manchester City.H 

February 

7 Aston Villa .A 

11 Everton .H 

21 Burnley .H 

28 Leicester City .A 

March 

3 West Ham United .A 

15 SAINTS.H 

21 Hull City .A 

April 

4 Stoke City .H 

11 Queens Park Rangers .A 

18 Manchester United .H 

25 Arsenal .A 

May 

2 Crystal Palace .H 

9 Liverpool .H 

16 West Bromwich Albion .A 

24 Sunderland .H 

SAINTS REMAINING GAMES 
February 

1 Swansea.H 

7 QPR .A 

11 West Ham .H 

22 Liverpool .H 

28 West Brom .A 

March 

3 Crystal Palace .H 

15 Chelsea.A 

21 Burnley .H 

April 

4 Everton .A 

11 Hull .H 

18 Stoke .A 

25 Tottenham.H 

May 

2 Sunderland.A 

9 Leicester .A 

16 Aston Villa .H 

24 Manchester City .A 


MANCHESTER CITY 
REMAINING GAMES 


January 

31 Chelsea.A 

February 

7 Hull .H 

11 Stoke .A 

21 Newcastle .H 

March 

1 Liverpool .A 

4 Leicester .H 

14 Burnley.A 

21 West Brom .H 

April 

4 C Palace .A 

11 Man United .A 

18 West Ham .H 

25 Aston Villa .H 

May 

2 Spurs .A 

9 QPR .H 

16 Swansea .A 

24 Saints.H 



— 




Record v Saints: Swansea have 
yet to beat Saints since the latter 
returned to the top flight in 2012. 


Indeed, Nathan Dyer’s equaliser 
in the 1-1 draw at St Mary’s in 
November of that year is the only 
goal the Swans have managed in 
five games. 

Saints have won the last three 
games - 2-0 (home) and 1-0 (away) 
in 2013/14 and another 1-0 win 
away last September. 

QPR (away) 
Saturday, February 8 


Harry Redknapp was this week 
given the dreaded vote of confi¬ 
dence by Rangers owner Tony 
Fernandes. 

That followed Rangers’ third 
home loss of the season, 2-0 to 


Manchester United last weekend, 
that left the west London club sec¬ 
ond bottom. 

But they remain only four points 
adrift of an Everton side who are 
seven places higher. 

Ex-Poole Town striker Charlie 
Austin is the Hoops’ main hope of 
avoiding an instant relegation 
back to the second tier. 

He has bagged 13 of their 21 
league goals so far, including a 
hat-trick against West Brom when 
QPR came from 0-2 down to win. 

Austin has history against Saints 
- he scored League 1 winners for 
Swindon against them in 2009/10 
and 2010/11. 

He was also on target at St 


SWEET sixteen. 

That’s the amount of Premier 
League matches Saints have left in 
this potentially historic campaign. 

And they will be very sweet six¬ 
teen indeed if they end with Ronald 
Koeman having 
% masterminded one 
of the greatest 


footballing 
. fairytales of 


all time. 

Here, the 

Sports Pink looks ^ 
at Saints’ remaining 
games. 


SWANSEA (Home) 
Sunday, February 1 


Could be a good time to play the 
Welsh club following the sale of top 
scorer Wilfried Bony. 

The Ivory Coast international, 
Swansea’s top league marksman 
this season with nine goals, recent¬ 
ly moved to Manchester City for 
£25m. 

That has left a gaping hole in the 
club’s attack, and boss Garry Monk 
might have to delve into the trans¬ 
fer market to fill it. 

Gylfi Sigurdsson remains at the 
Liberty Stadium, though, and he is 
certainly a key man. 

He has four goals to his name and 
eight assists - only Cesc Fabgregas 
has more assists in the top flight 
this season. 

Saints fans certainly know what 
Sigurdsson is capable of.. he came 
on as a sub for Tottenham at White 
Hart Lane last March and cracked 
in a last minute winner. 

Ex-Saint Nathan Dyer remains a 
regular for the Swans, and has now 
made well over 200 league appear¬ 
ances for the club he first joined on 
loan six years ago this month. 

Dyer has three Premier League 
goals this term, but all were scored 
in the first three games of the sea¬ 
son and he is suffering a 16-game 
drought since then. 

Ki Sung-yueng also has three 
league goals, but he is unlikely to 
figure at St Mary’s if South Korea 
progress to the semi finals of the 
Asian Cup. 

Another three-goal man, winger 
Wayne Routledge, is definitely out 
through injury. 


Away record: Swansea began 
2014/15 with a shock 2-1 win at Old 
Trafford, ruining Louis Van Gaal’s 
competitive debut as a result. 

Since then, they have only record¬ 
ed one more away success in the 
league -1-0 at Hull five days before 
Christmas. 


Mary’s when Swindon defeated 
holders Saints 3-0 in a JPT tie in 
September 2010. 


Home record: Redknapp’s men 
have won five times in the league 
at Loftus Road. 

They have the best home record 
in terms of points of any team in 
the bottom nine, and actually have 
more home points than Liverpool. 

Rangers have not beaten any of 
the top sides, though, and are 
struggling because of their hor¬ 
rendous away record - they are 
still waiting for their first away 
point of the season. 


Record v Saints: Harry 


SATURDAY’S RESULTS - SEE PAGE 48 
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won three away league games -; 
Palace, Burnley and West Brom. 

They have only lost twice on 
their travels since the end of 
September, though - at Everton 
and at Chelsea. 


Record v Saints: The Hammers 
have only won once in their last 12 
league visits to Southampton - 
Trevor Sinclair scoring the winner 
in a 3-2 success in November 2000. 

The last two top flight games at 
St Mary’s have ended honours 
even - 1-1 in April 2013 and 0-0 the 
following September. 

Jos Hoovield scored the only goal 
when Saints last beat West Ham at 
home - the three points proving 
crucial to help Nigel Adkins’ men 
pip the Hammers for automatic 
Championship promotion in 
2011/12. 


Liverpool (home) 
Sunday February 22 

An eagerly-anticipated fixture 
for obvious reasons. 

For the first time since their 
departures, Rickie Lambert, Adam 
Lallana and Dejan Lovren could 
all appear at St Mary’s. 

Lambert is sure to get a great 
reception, but the same cannot be 
said of the other two given the 
manner in which they left Saints. 

Lambert scored only his second 
Premier League goal for the Reds 
in last weekend’s 2-0 win at Aston 
Villa. 

Lallana has just recovered from 
injury, while Lovren has struggled 


Redknapp will be aiming to 
pull off another shock win 
t against his former employ- 
i ers. 

L Redknapp was in charge 
^ of QPR when they won 2-1 
at St Mary’s on his birth- 
day in March 2013. 

That win was unable to 
^ prevent Rangers suffering 
relegation. 

Nigel Adkins’ men had 
won 3-1 at Loftus Road 
the previous 
November, a game 
which heralded Mark 
Hughes’ sacking and 
Redknapp’s arrival, 
m. That remains 


Saints’ only top flight win at 
Rangers since October 1989, when 
Chris Nicholl’s men won 4-1. 

Rod Wallace scored twice on the 
day Jason Dodd was handed his 
Saints debut. 


colleague of Saints’ Sadio Mane. 

Sakho, signed for just £3.5m last 
summer from Metz, made a 
remarkable start to life in 
England when he scored on each 
of his first seven starts for the 
club. 

Recently, Sam Allardyce has 
also been able to include a fit- 
again Andy Carroll. 

The former England striker 
struck his fifth goal in eight 
league appearances against Hull. 

It could be that Allardyce pairs 
Carroll and Sakho up front at St 
Mary’s, which would be a test for 
Saints’ incredible defence. 


West Ham (home) 
Wednesday, February 11 

Along with Saints, the Hammers 
have been the surprise side of the 
Premier League season. 

Last weekend’s win against Hull 
saw them remain only four points 
behind fourth placed Manchester 
United. 

It was achieved without Diafro 
Sakho, a Senagalese international 


Away record: West Ham have 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 


AWAY THE 
LADS: Jason 
Puncheon 
celebrates his 
goal as Saints 
win at QPR in 
November 2012 


SIX NATIONS PREVIEW - BEGINS PAGE 21 


MANCHESTER UNITED 
REMAINING GAMES 


January 

31 Leicester .H 

February 

8 West Ham .A 

11 Burnley .H 

21 Swansea .A 

28 Sunderland .H 

March 

4 Newcastle .A 

14 Spurs .H 

21 Liverpool .A 

April 

4 Aston Villa.H 

11 Man City .H 

18 Chelsea .A 

25 Everton.A 

May 

2 West Brom .H 

9 C Palace .A 

16 Arsenal.H 

24 Hull.A 


ARSENAL 

REMAINING GAMES 


February 

1 Aston Villa.H 

7 Spurs.A 

10 Leicester.H 

21 C Palace .A 

March 

1 Everton .H 

4 QPR .A 

14 West Ham.H 

21 Newcastle.A 

April 

4 Liverpool .H 

11 Burnley.A 

18 Sunderland .H 

25 Chelsea .H 

May 

2 Hull .A 

9 Swansea.H 

16 Man United .A 

24 West Brom .H 


TOTTENHAM 
REMAINING GAMES 


January 

31 West Brom .A 

February 
7 Arsenal H 

10 Liverpool .A 

22 West Ham .H 

March 

1 QPR A 

4 Swansea .H 

14 Man United .A 

21 Leicester .H 

April 

4 Burnley.A 

11 Aston Villa .H 

18 Newcastle .A 

25 Saints .A 

May 

2 Man City .H 

9 Stoke .A 

16 Hull .H 

24 Everton .A 
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1 Steven Finn has played for 
which New Zealand provincial 
side? 

2. Russell Wilson is the quar¬ 
terback for which NFL side? 

3. How many England caps 
did Frank Lampard win? 

4. What is 
Andy 
Murray’s 
middle 
name? 

5. How 
many major 
titles has 
Tiger Woods 
won? 

6. Maria 
Sharapova 
(right) has 
won how 
many grand slam tennis sin¬ 
gles titles? 

7. Bafetimbi Gomis spent five 
years with which French club 
immediately before joining 
Swansea last summer? 

8. What nationality is golfer 
Lucas Bjerregaard? 

9. Who is the most recent 
Scottish coach of the 
Scotland men's rugby union 
team? 

10. The University of Phoenix 
Stadium, venue for this year's 
Super Bowl, is home to which 
NFL team? 

11. In which year did Novak 
Djokovic 
(left) win 
his first 
Australian 
Open title? 

12. Who 
has held 
the world 
record in 
the men's 
long jump 
since 
1991? 

13. Who scored Birmingham’s 
winner when they beat 
Arsenal 2-1 in the 2011 
League Cup final? 

14. What nationality is golfer 
Fabrizio Zanotti? 

15. Which rugby union club 
plays their home matches at 
Sandy Park? 
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from page 9 

for game time in recent weeks 
after a poor start to his life at 
Anfield. 

Mamadou Sakho and Emre Can 
have both been picked ahead of the 
Croatian international in a new- 
look 3-4-3 formation. 


Away record: Liverpool have 
won their last three away league 
games without conceding a goal - 
at Burnley, Sunderland and Villa. 

Lovren has not started any of 
those games, and he was also 
absent for recent cup wins at 
Bournemouth and AFC 
Wimbledon. 


Record v Saints: Luis Suarez 
starred as Brendan Rodgers’ men 
won 3-0 at St Mary’s last March - 
the second in a nine-game winning 
league streak that took the Reds to 
the top of the table. 

Raheem Sterling and Steven 
Gerrard (penalty) added second 
half goals that helped avenge the 
previous season’s 3-1 loss at St 
Mary’s. 

Liverpool have claimed six 
Premier League wins at Saints, 
while the hosts have won the same 
amount of times. 

The last draw on the south coast 
was in August 2000, when Saints hit 
back from 0-3 down to grab a star¬ 
tling point. 


West Bromwich Albion 
(away) 

Saturday February 28 

The Baggies will be hoping Tony 
Pulis produces a second successful 
fight against relegation in as many 
seasons. 

Pulis masterminded Crystal 
Palace’s escape from the drop in 
2013/14, and it was no doubt with 
that in mind that he was recently 
appointed in place of the sacked 
Alan Irvine. 

Irvine was dismissed after a 2-0 
loss at Stoke on December 28 - the 
club’s seventh loss in nine league 
games. 

Pulis built his success at Palace 
on being hard to break down, and 
the same scenario could be about to 
unfold at The Hawthorns. 

The Baggies have not conceded in 
their last two league games, follow¬ 
ing up a 1-0 home win over Hull 
with a draw at Everton. 

England U21 striker Saido 
Berahino is the club’s crown jewel. 

His winner against Hull was his 
ninth league goal of the season, 
with defender Craig Dawson the 
next highest scorer with just two. 

Home record: West Brom have 
lost four home games in the league 
- to Newcastle, Arsenal, West Ham 
and Manchester City. 

Record v Saints: A last minute 
Rickie Lambert goal gave Saints 
victory at The Hawthorns on the 
opening day of 2013/14, and Adam 
Lallana’s strike completed the dou¬ 
ble at St Mary’s. 


That was in contrast to 2012/13, 
when the Baggies won both games - 
following up a 2-0 win at The 
Hawthorns with a 3-0 success at St 
Mary’s when Danny Fox and 
Gaston Ramirez were both sent off. 

Crystal Palace (home) 
March 3 

Alan Pardew last weekend made 
his fourth return to St Mary’s as an 
opposing manager since being con¬ 
troversially sacked by Nicola 
Cortese in August 2010. 

The recently-appointed Palace 
boss doesn’t have long to wait for 
his fifth return either, with the 
south Londoners due back on the 


south coast in early March. 

Pardew has been an instant hit on 
his return to the capital, overseeing 
successive league wins against 
Tottenham and Burnley as well as 
FA Cup victories over Dover and 
Saints. 

Jason Puncheon, the winger he 
signed for Saints five years ago this 
month, netted in both of those vic¬ 
tories. 

Captain Mile Jedenik was 
unavailable for the FA Cup tie due 
to Asian Cup commitments, but the 
Australian ace will no doubt be 
back for the league game. 

The midfielder is currently 
Palace’s joint top league scorer 
with five goals, the same as Dwight 


Gayle. 

Pardew has already brought in 
Arsenal striker Yaya Sanogo on 
loan, and he was expecting to sign 
more players before the current 
transfer window slams shut. 

Away 
record: 

Palace 
came 
from 0-2 
down to 
record 
a 

superb 
3-2 victory 
at Burnley 
recently. 


SAINTS V SWANSEA REPORT AND REACTION ONLINE AT 
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That 

was ^^B 

only ^ 
L their sec- 
ond away 
league 
B^. win of 
Bk the 


OLD ACQUAINTANCES: 

Graziano Pelle fights for 
the ball against Crystal 
Palace, Sadio Mane cele¬ 
brates his goal against 
Chelsea (above) and 
Steven Davis in action 
against West Bromwich 
Albion (far left) 


Saints Spotlight 


When partners 
speak out... 

MUCH has been made of Kim Sears’ 


apparent foul-mouthed tirade during 
fiance Andy Murray’s Australian Open 
win over Tomas Berdych. 

Some of Sears’ anger appears to 
have been directed at the Czech, and 
Murray said afterwards that “in the 
heat of the moment you can say stuff 
that you regret”. 

Sears is not the first person to rage 
in defence of her partner, though, as 
Press Association Sport found out. 
Michelle Cound and Cath Wiggins 

The rivalry between Sir Bradley 
Wiggins and Chris Froome was 
apparent within the Team Sky set-up, 
but that soon poured out to the road¬ 
side as well. 

When Sir Brad was winning the 
2012 Tour de France, with Froome 
apparently held back in support, 
Wiggins’ wife Cath tweeted pointedly 
about the loyalty of his team-mates, 
namechecking Mick Rogers and 
Richie Porte but omitting Froome. 

The sparring went on, and although 
Mrs Wiggins closed her account, 
Cound continued tweeting in 2013, 
her comments including: “Chris & 
Brad on the same start line, in the 
same kit? Mmmmmm... doubt it!” 

The pair did ride together again, 
albeit briefly, and, despite further 
reports of a rift, and both men have 
since made comments to try and 
smooth the waters. 

Maria Sharapova and Serena 
Williams 

Having started a relationship with 
Maria Sharapova, Bulgarian Grigor 
Dimitrov was asked what he thought 
of his girlfriend’s war of words with 
Serena Williams at Wimbledon in 
2013. 

Quotes from Williams of a “guy with 
a black heart” were said to be about 
Dimitrov, but he tactfully responded 
by saying “you tell me what kind of 
heart I have!” 

For her part, Sharapova hit back 
with: “If she (Serena) wants to talk 
about something personal, maybe 
she should talk about her relationship 
and her boyfriend that was married 
and is getting a divorce and has 
kids.” That was in relation to reports 
that Williams was dating her coach, 
Patrick Mouratoglou. 

Williams apologised for her com¬ 
ments. The pair met in the Australian 
Open final this weekend. 

Mirka Federer 

From the outside Swiss duo Stan 
Wawrinka and Roger Federer were 
the best of friends, until something 
kicked off at the 2014 Tour Finals. 

However it was widely reported that 
they had a “furious row” behind the 
scenes after their semi-final match, 
with Wawrinka having been gesturing 
at Federer’s box to stop making noise 
between points. 

Federer’s wife Mirka was heard to 
call Wawrinka a crybaby, prompting 
an incredulous reaction from the 
player, although their differences 
were soon patched up as they went 
on Davis Cup duty together and post¬ 
ed pictures with their arms around 
each other. 

Micaela Gardner 

When Reading manager Brian 
McDermott decided to drop goal¬ 
keeper Adam Federici in favour of 
Alex McCarthy in September 2012, 
he incurred the wrath of the 
Australian’s partner. 

Comments attributed to her, on an 
account which was soon deleted, 
included #noloyalty and #absolute- 
joke. 


DEFINE SEASON... 


Chelsea are currently five points 
clear. 

That lead will be stretched to 
eight if they can beat second placed 
Mancheser City at Stamford Bridge 
next weekend. 

If they do, it will be their 11th 
straight home league victory of 
2014/15. 

Chelsea have only let in three 
goals in their ten games so far, and 
two of those came from Swansea in 
a 4-2 loss last August. 

Home record: As already men¬ 
tioned, Chelsea possess the only 
remaining 100 per cent record in 
English professional football. 

They also won 15 of their 19 
games last season, losing just the 
one - 2-1 to Sunderland in April 
(Fabio Borini converting a late 
penalty winner). 

Remarkably, that was the first 
home league defeat Mourinho had 
ever suffered as Chelsea boss - the 
team going unbeaten in both their 
2004/05 and 2005/06 title winning 
seasons. 

Record v Saints: Saints have not 
won at Stamford Bridge since New 
Year’s Day 2002 when James 
Beattie scored twice in a surprise 4- 
2 victory. 

They have only beaten the Blues 
once in 11 league games since then, 
and have also been caned 5-1 at St 
Mary’s in an FA Cup tie in January 
2013. 

Burnley (home) 
Saturday March 21 

Burnley will arrive with a trio of 
Hampshire-born strikers. 

Winchester’s Danny Ings, 
Southampton’s Lukas Jutkiewicz 
and Lymington’s Sam Vokes will 
all be desperate to make an impact 
on their return ‘home’. 

Ings, Burnley’s top scorer so far 
with seven goals - including three 
in his last four league outings - is 
the Clarets’ striking crown jewel. 

Out of contract this summer, he 
has been linked with a variety of 
clubs both at home and abroad. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14 


break down, though - 
witness 0-0 draws at 
Tottenham, QPR and 
Villa and just a sin¬ 
gle-goal loss at Old 


Trafford. 


v\ 


league 
season, fol¬ 
lowing the 
same result 
at 

Everton 

X in 

September. 

At times Palace have been hard to 


time. 


Record v Saints: 

Saints have won 
the last six league 
* \ games between 
' ^ 1 the clubs, with 
Palace’s con¬ 
solation in 
their 3-1 
Boxing Day 
home loss 
their only goal in that 


At St Mary’s, Palace lost 1-0 in 
the Championship in 2008/09, 2-0 in 
the second tier in 2011/12 and 2-0 
again in the Premier League last 
season. 

Dani Osvaldo - remember him? - 
scored his first goal for Saints in 
the September 2013 victory over 
the Eagles at St Mary’s. 

Chelsea (away) 
Sunday March 15 

Jose Mourinho’s men are looking 
good for the third title of his 
Stamford Bridge career. 

Having won the Premier League 
in his first two seasons in west 
London, in 2004/05 and 2005/06, 
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JACKPOT 

£ 22,000 
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PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


F IND THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the 
Southampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-clear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will 
be paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 
will be added to next week’s jackpot. 

The nearest-miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out each week to the 


competitor whose cross is nearest 
to the centre of the ball when there 
is no jackpot winner. 

When a jackpot has been won the 
next week’s prize reverts back to 
£5,000 and the nearest-miss prize 
stays at £1,000. 

If the Jackpot is not won after 46 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
the nearest miss prize of £1,000 will 
be paid out and the jackpot will 
remain at £50,000 each week until 
there is a jackpot winner, then the 
jackpot starts again at £5,000, with 
the nearest miss prize remaining at 
£1,000 each week. 

If there is more than one winner 
the jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize will 
also be shared. 


RESULTS 


•M 
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CLOSING DATE 
FOR POSTAL 
ENTRIES 

Thursday 

9am, 

5 February, 2015 

Names of 
winners will be 
published on 

Saturday, 

7 February 

or 

8 February 
2015 
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Winners 

Competition number S03 

JACKPOT WINNER now.nner 

CONGRATULATIONS 


Mr J Cleary, Baddesley, Hants 


who wins the nearest miss prize of £1,000 

The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 

R Boyce, Southampton, Hants 

W McDonald, Southampton, Hants 

W Cramer, Netley Abbey, Hants 

P McNeill, Hythe, Hants 

S Davy. Lee On Sea, Hants 

J Morris, Southampton, Hants 

D Hall, Southampton, Hants 

T Murphy, Fareham, Hants 

P Harbut, Southampton, Hants 

J O’Brien, Southampton, Hants 

B Harris, Southampton, Hants 

J Preece, Eastleigh, Hants 

D Haskell, Southampton, Hants 

S Smith, Chandlers Ford, Hants 

E Hawes, Southampton, Hants 

S Smith, Southampton, Hants 

P Jones, Southampton, Hants 

W Smith, Southampton, Hants 

1 Keegan, Southampton, Hants 

J Wylie, Southampton, Hants 

Rules 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 450 per coupon. Coupons with 451 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2. Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed '& Co.’ Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6.The Editor’s decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8.Address entries to FTB, Newspaper House, 
Test Lane, Southampton, SOI 6 9JX in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to 
www.dailyecho.co.uk/promotions/rules,www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 14. If you 
pay by cheque your prize money will bepaid to you once cheque has cleared. 
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Non-league Action 



MILLER THE HERO AS 

BOATMEN CELEBRATE 



DELIGHT: First goal celebrations from the Sholing players. Pictures: Habibur Rahman Order no: 32685238 


DAN MILLER was the Sholing 
hero as they celebrated their 
first Southern One South & 
West victory in just over a 
month at the Silverlake Arena 
this afternoon. 

Defender Miller stuck in the 59th 
minute to secure a 1-0 victory over 
Cinderford Town - the Boatmen’s 
first league triumph since beating 
AFC Totton on December 27. 

The Boatmen’s injury jinx struck 
again in the pre-match warm-up 
with Jack Smith pulling up with a 
hamstring problem, writes 
WENDY GEE. 

Jeff Walklin was up-graded from 
the subs’ bench to play alongside 
Alex Sawyer in central midfield in 
the absence of injured skipper 
Byron Mason. 

Sholing made a lively start but 
good football was going to be nigh- 
on impossible playing into a brisk 
and bitterly cold wind. 

At times the flight and the bounce 
of the ball was difficult to judge and 
young Walklin was booked in eight 
minutes for fouling Ethan Moore as 
he threatened to burst through 
Sholing’s last line of defence. 

Good hold-up play by Moore set 
up Cinderford’s first chance of the 
match on 12-minutes, but 
Boatmen’s keeper Rory Anderson 
kept out Joe Turley’s goal-bound 
blast with his feet. Anderson saved 
again as George Lloyd followed-up 
but Town’s no. 10 was off-side in any 
case. 

Sholing responded with a Barry 
Mason strike that was blocked out 
for a corner and then, on 19 min¬ 
utes, Sawyer delivered a far-post 
cross from the right, but Tobi 


Adekunle headed straight at keeper 
Alex Harris. 

Although there was plenty of 
endeavour from both teams, they 
were largely cancelling one another 
out and, when there were signs of 
attacking promise, the final ball 
was lacking as the wind continued 
to play havoc. 

On 36 minutes Barry Mason decid¬ 
ed to dispense with the build-up and 
let fly from 35 yards, but his effort 
flew well wide of Harris’s left 
upright. 

On 42 minutes there was a chink 


of light for Sholing when Sawyer 
nicked the ball off defender Spencer 
Hamilton and made headway from 
the left, but Cinderford crowded 
him out and the ball ended-up in the 
side netting. 

On the stroke of half-time Marvin 
McLean’s attempted clearance 
rebounded to the feet of Moore wide 
left and the no. 9’s curling shot bent 
just wide of the far post. 

Apart from a booking for 
Cinderford’s Kieran Thomas for a 
crunching challenge on Walklin, 
there was little doing at the start of 
the second-half. 

But all that changed in the 59th 
minute when Sholing finally took 
the lead at their favourite club¬ 
house end of the ground. 

TJ Cuthbertson delivered a deep 
cross from the right and Dan Miller 
found himself in acres of space on 
the far side of the area. 

The big, blond defender let the 
ball bounce and accurately guided a 
half-volley into the far top corner of 
the net. 

That sparked some urgency from 
Cinderford and, following neat 
approach play by Joe Turley, the 
Boatmen did well to block out 
Lloyd’s fierce strike. 

The visitors threatened again 
when Moore and Lloyd exchanged 
passes inside the box, but young 


Liam Golding intercepted well to 
snuff out the danger. 

On 76-minutes Sholing had goal¬ 
keeper Anderson to thank for pre¬ 
serving their lead with a quite 
miraculous stop. 

He spread himself superbly to 
keep out Lloyd’s goal-bound strike 
and turn the ball onto the bar. 

There was a scramble of players 
as the ball dropped down with 
Cuthbertson getting in just ahead of 
Town sub Jack Camm before 
Sholing scrambled the ball to safe¬ 
ty. 

Anderson was then booked for 
handball outside the box, but 
Turley rammed the Cinderford 
free-kick straight into the defensive 
wall. 

Having already introduced Nick 
Watts for a Adekunle, the Boatmen 
made another change on 84 min¬ 
utes, bringing on defender Mike 
Byrne and sticking him up-front in 
place of Dan Mason. 

On 88 minutes Watts burst 
through but couldn’t get enough 
height on the ball to lob towering 
keeper Harris. 

Cinderford then broke down the 
other end and it required a top- 
drawer tackle by Miller - just 
named man of the match - to stop 
Lloyd burning away on a free run at 
goal. 



GOAL ATTEMPT: Pete Castle of Sholing challenges the Cinderford keeper. 

Order no: 


Walker in, 
Yemi out at 
Eastleigh 

EASTLEIGH were idle on the 
pitch today after their match 
at Kidderminster was post¬ 
poned following a pitch 
inspection. 

But the Spitfires have com¬ 
pleted a couple of busy days 
in the transfer market with 
attacking midfielder Dan 
Walker arriving on loan from 
Vanarama Conference rivals 
Braintree Town. 

The 23-year-old, formerly of 
Luton Town, Eastbourne 
Borough, Southport and 
Hereford United, follows Harry 
Pell into the Spitfires fold 
after his arrival from AFC 
Wimbledon on Thursday. 

The loan deal will see the 
attacker, who has also played 



for Cambridge United, stay at 
the Silverlake Stadium until 
the end of the season. 
“Looking forward to starting 
my loan with @eastleighfc 
today,” Walker tweeted, 
before Eastleigh’s match with 
Kidderminster was postponed 
today. 

Walker’s arrival will offset the 
departure of a popular figure 
on Stoneham Lane, Yemi 
Odubade (above), after a tem¬ 
porary deal was confirmed 
with Woking yesterday. 
Odubade will look to give 
some fresh impetus to a 
Cards side that haven't won 
since early December in the 
Conference and have slipped 
away from the play-offs. 

The winger arrived on the 
south coast in May 2013 after 
spells at Gateshead, Yeovil 
Town, Stevenage and pre¬ 
dominantly Oxford United, 
where he made more than 
100 appearances. 

He went on to help Richard 
Hill's side win the Skrill 
Conference last term, but has 
found chances few and far 
between this term. 
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Vokes has only just returned to 
action after a long time sidelined 

with a knee ligament injury, while 
Jutkiewicz has yet to score in 17 
league games this term (eight of 
which have come off the bench). 

Boasting the cheapest-assem¬ 
bled squad in the Premier League 
by a considerable distance, it 
would be a great achievement if 
Sean Dyche can keep Burnley up. 

Away record: Burnley have only 
won once on their travels, Danny 
Ings scoring two early goals in a 2- 
1 victory at Stoke on November 22. 

But the Clarets have shown 
admirable spirit on the road since 
then. 

In the space of three days after 
Christmas, they came from 0-2 
down to draw 2-2 at Manchester 
City before levelling three times in 
a 3-3 draw at Newcastle. 

Record v Saints: Burnley never 
won at The Dell in six First Division 
visits, picking up three draws in the 
process. 

But they will be looking to com¬ 
plete a shock double, Ashley 
Barnes’ goal having given the 
Clarets a 1-0 Turf Moor win in 
December. 

Saints were left rueing a Dusan 
Tadic penalty miss that day. 

Everton (away) 
Saturday April 4 

The Toffees have been a major 
disappointment this term after fin¬ 
ishing fifth in Roberto Martinez’s 
first season in 2013/14. 



DISAPPOINTMENT: For 

Roberto Martinez 

Whether the extra demands of 
the Europa League have con¬ 
tributed to their woes is a question 
no doubt their concerned support¬ 
ers are asking. 

Though 12th in the table, Everton 
are only four points ahead of the 
drop zone after tasting victory just 
once in their last 13 league and 
cup matches. 

Home record: Everton have suf¬ 
fered three league home losses - 
6-3 to Chelsea in August, 3-2 to 
Crystal Palace in September and a 
1 -0 defeat to Stoke just after 
Christmas. 

Record v Saints: Saints have not 
won at Goodison Park on their last 
nine visits, a run stretching back to 
the last Millennium. 

Steve Basham scored his only 
ever senior Saints goal in a 2-0 win 
on Merseyside in November 1997. 

That remains the club’s only 
Premier League success at Everton 
in 15 Premier League attempts. 

Since 1979, Saints have only won 
twice at Goodison Park in 29 
league games. 

CONT ON FACING PAGE 



RARE STRIKE: 
Ryan Bertrand 
celebrates his 
second Saints 
goal at Crystal 
Palace on 
Boxing Day. 
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Ajax, who included Daley Blind 
and Christian Eriksen among oth- 


Not bad for a Manchester City 
reserve! 


2) He has got the central mid¬ 
fielders scoring 


Prior to this season, Jack Cork 
had never scored a league goals for 
Saints in 79 appearances. 

Within Koeman’s first eight 
Premier League matches, he had 
struck twice! 

Victor Wanyama didn’t score at 
all in 23 league games in his debut 
2013/14 term under Pochettino. 


Within 10 games of Koeman’s 
debut campaign, the Kenyan had 
netted three times! 

Morgan Schneiderlin scored 
twice in 33 Premier League games 
in 2013/14. 

He already had three to his name 
after just four games of the current 
season! 


HE is the man with a Midas 
touch. 

Virtually everything Saints boss 
Ronald Koeman has touched this 
season has turned to gold. 

In terms of signing players, in 
terms of getting players scoring, in 
terms of winning at grounds where 
Saints had not triumphed for 
years, in terms of collecting new 
club records. 

Here, the Sports Pink takes a 
closer look at Koeman’s Midas 
touch .. 


1) He has given players a new 
lease of life 


Eljero Elia arrived at St Mary’s at 
the start of this month, having 
failed to really justify his recent 
price tags. 

He came on as a sub in the 2010 
World Cup final, but since then his 
career had stalled. 

A nine million Euros move to 
Juventus was a dismal flop, the 
winger starting only a single Serie 
A game before moving on to 
Werder Bremen. 

In 66 league games in two and a 
half seasons, Elia had netted just 
four goals. 

Indeed, they were the only four 
competitive goals he had scored 
since December 2010. 

Elia arrived in England with 
something of a bad boy reputation, 
a player seeking yet another new 
challenge. 

Already, after just two games, 
Koeman has injected fresh life into 
the player. 

After four goals in four years, 
Elia scored twice inside an hour at 
Newcastle a fortnight ago. 

Graziano Pelle is another to have 
been re-invigorated by life under 
Koeman. 

The man who only scored 14 
goals in 78 appearances for 
Alkmaar in the Dutch League 
between 2007-2011 could not stop 
scoring for Koeman’s Feyenoord. 

Fifty goals in 57 Erevidisie 
appearances, compared to his pre¬ 
vious record, is some improve¬ 
ment. 

Koeman can obviously spot a 
player. 

John Guidetti was a 19-year-old 
Manchester City reserve striker 
when the Saints boss signed him 
on loan for Feyenoord in the sum¬ 
mer of 2011. 

The Dutch League might not be 
on a par with the Premier League, 
La Liga or Serie A, but it is hardly 
a joke league either. 

Guidetti, with only brief time on 
loan to Burnley and a spell with 
Swedish club Br'pojkarna to his 
name, promptly blasted 20 league 
goals in only 23 appearances. 

Among that haul was a hat-trick 
against the eventual champions 
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4) He has even got Ryan 
Bertrand scoring goals. 


was not noted for his goalscoring 
prowess prior to Koeman taking 
over. 

In 65 league outings under Nigel 
Adkins and Mauricio Pochettino, 
he had scored just once. 

And that collector’s item had 
arrived in only his fifth game for 
Saints, in a 4-1 win over Aston 
Villa in September 2012. 

Under Koeman, Clyne scored 
three times in his first 15 league 
and cup matches. 

He grabbed Saints’ consolation 
goal in Koeman’s first game, the 2- 
1 defeat at Anfield, before ham¬ 
mering a stunning long range win¬ 
ner at Arsenal in the League Cup. 

It was those goals, as much as his 
defensive abilities, which brought 
Clyne to the attention of the 
national media as a candidate for 
Roy Hodgson’s England squad. 

The Londoner subsquently 
became the fifth Saints player in 
just over a year to make his senior 
England debut - following on from 
Rickie Lambert, Adam Lallana, 
Jay Rodriguez and Luke Shaw. 

After appearing against Slovenia 
and Scotland in November, Clyne 
was back in goalscoring form his 
club, netting Saints’ late leveller at 
Aston Villa. 

That was Clyne’s second goal in 
12 league games under Koeman - 
compared to the same amount of 
goals in 181 league matches for 
Palace and Saints prior to this 
term! 


grabbed one more goal between 
them - Schneiderlin’s FA Cup 
equaliser against Ipswich earlier 
this month. 

Central midfielders only man¬ 
aged seven league goals in Saints’ 
2012/13 top flight season. 

Schneiderlin managed five of 
them - his best ever season in 


terms of goals - while Davis netted 
twice (once in each game against 
defending champions Manchester 
City). 

3) He has got Nathaniel Clyne 
scoring goals 

Like Bertrand, left back Clyne 


Prior to arriving at St Mary’s on 
loan last summer, the left back 
was not known for scoring goals. 

That is an understatement. 

In 190 league games, he had net¬ 
ted just the once - in a 4-1 
Championship win for Reading 
against Derby in March 2010. 

Under Koeman, though, 
Bertrand took just seven matches 
to open his Saints account in the 2- 
1 win against QPR in September. 

That was his first goal for 113 
competitive games, a run stretch¬ 
ing back to his solitary strike 
while on loan to Reading almost 
four and a half years earlier. 

And Bertrand has since scored 
again - netting in the 3-1 Boxing 
Day win at Crystal Palace, his sec¬ 
ond Saints league goal in 18 out¬ 
ings. 

A goal every nine league games 
for Saints, at that point ... com¬ 
pared to one every 190 games for 
all of his other clubs. 

Bertrand has also provided two 
assists in the league so far, which 
is one more than the man he 
replaced, Luke Shaw, provided in 
the whole of 2013/14. 

Continued on page 16 
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Under Pochettino, central mid¬ 
fielders netted only four league 
goals last term - Steven Davis join¬ 
ing Schneiderlin on two apiece. 

This term, Schneiderlin, 
Wanyama and Cork had struck 
seven between them by the first 
day of November. 

Since then, the trio have only 

_ 
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Hull (home) 

Saturday April 11 

Certainly a game where Saints will 
be expecting to pick up another three 
points. 

The Tigers have only won twice on 
their travels all season - at QPR on 
the opening day and at Sunderland 
on Boxing Day - and in all competi¬ 
tions have only tasted victory three 
times in their last 22 games. 

Saints loanee Gaston Ramirez was 
among the scorers in the win at 
Sunderland. 

That remains his only strike in 12 
league appearances for the Tigers, a 
spell that includes as many red cards 
as it does goals. 

The Uruguayan was dismissed in a 
2-1 loss against a Tottenham side 
managed by his former St Mary’s 
boss Mauricio Pochettino. 

Ramirez cannot face Saints anyway 
under the conditions of his loan 
agreement. 

Away record: As already men¬ 
tioned, quite poor. 

Record v Saints: Saints have won 
the last three Premier League games 
between the clubs. 

Twice they have scored the only 
goal at the KC Stadium, while also 
thrashing Steve Bruce’s men 4-1 at 
St Mary’s in November 2013. 



GOAL: Adam Lallana scores 
against Hull 


That game featured a stunning solo 
goal from Adam Lallana and came 
after Pochettino had picked up the 
manager of the month award for 
October. 


Stoke (away) 
Saturday April 18 

A trip to the Britannia is never an 
easy prospect, and Saints can only 
hope Stoke have nothing to play for 
when they run out there. 

The Potters have been highly 
inconsistent this term, surprising the 
bigger names in the top half of the 
table yet failing to beat the struggling 
ones. 

Marne Biram Diouf is the club’s top 
league marksman with five goals, one 
more than Peter Crouch. 

Bojan Krkic also has four goals and 
must be watched, as he has a habit 
of scoring important goals. 

He netted in Stoke’s 2-1 win at 
White Hart Lane and also struck the 
only goal in recent wins at Everton 
and Leicester. 

Home record: Promoted to the top 
flight in 2008, Stoke have always 
been a handful for England’s best on 
home soil. 

They have beaten Arsenal at the 
Britannia this season and drawn with 
Manchester United. 

On the other hand, they have lost 
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to Aston Villa, Leicester and Burnley. 

Record v Saints: Stoke have not 
beaten Saints in five Premier League 
matches since the latter returned to 
the top flight in 2012. 

The first four were all drawn before 
a Sadio Mane goal gave Ronald 
Koeman’s men all three points last 
October. 

Saints also knocked Stoke out of 
the League Cup that month, 

Graziano Pelle scoring twice in a tie 
where ex-Saint Peter Crouch was 
sent off for the hosts after coming on 
as a sub. 

Going back in time, Saints also had 
a good record at Stoke’s former 
Victoria Ground stadium - winning 
top flight games in 1979/80, 1980/81, 
1981/82 and 1984/85. 

Tottenham (home) 
Saturday April 25 

The first St Mary’s return of 
Mauricio Pochettino will surely be an 
emotionally-charged afternoon. 

Though admired for the way he 
turned Saints into a top eight Premier 
League team, the Argentine lost a lot 
of affection from fans with the way 
he engineered his departure last 
May. 

Though offered a new contract by 
owner Katharina Liebhrr, Pochettino 
appeared in indecent haste to leave 
and join Tottenham. 

His first few months at White Hart 
Lane were inconsistent, and 



LATE GOALS: Christian 
Eriksen 


Pochettino was facing questions 
after early season home losses to 
West Bromwich Albion, Newcastle 
and Stoke. 

But last weekend’s 2-1 home win 
over Sunderland was their seventh in 
11 Premier League matches, includ¬ 
ing a stunning 5-3 victory over 
Chelsea on New Year’s Day. 

Away record: Pochettino has cer¬ 
tainly injected a never-say-die spirit 
into his squad, and Tottenham have 
made a habit of scoring late winners 
under him. 

Away from home, Harry Kane 
scored in the last minute to give 
Tottenham victory at Villa, Christian 
Eriksen did likewise for a 2-1 win at 
Hull, and the latter repeated the feat 
in the 89th minute at Swansea. 

Eriksen - who two seasons ago 
scored for Ajax against Ronald 
Koeman’s Feyenoord - has certainly 
made a habit out of scoring late 
goals this term. 

In Tottenham’s last league game he 
struck an 88th minute winner to beat 
Sunderland at White Hart Lane. He 
was at it again in midweek, scoring a 
late leveller against Sheffield. 


from page 15 

Indeed, Shaw only managed a soli¬ 
tary assist in over 50 league appear¬ 
ances for Saints. 

The teenager has yet to provide 
any assists for Manchester United 
this term either. 

5) He has masterminded a win 
at Arsenal... 

Saints had gone 19 league games 
without a win at either Highbury or 
the Emirates since Danny Wallace 
struck the only goal in November 
1987. 

That was until Koeman oversaw a 
shock 2-1 League Cup win in north 
London in September. 

Ok, it was not the strongest side 
Arsene Wenger could have fielded, 
not by a long way. 

Francis Coquelin, Isaac Hayden 
and Abou Diaby had not played a 
game for the Gunners prior to 
Saints’ visit, and they have not 
played one since. 

Youngsters Joel Campebll and 
Hector Bellerin also started, along 
with Calum Chambers - one of 
those that headed for the St Mary’s 
exit door last summer following 
Pochettino’s departure. 

But Wenger still started with 
Alexis Sanchez, one of the Premier 
League’s top performers this term 
and a man possessing a £36m price 
tag. 

England’s Jack Wilshere also 
started, while Wenger also brought 
on £15m Santi Cazorla and ex-Saint 
Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain. 

Koeman named a strong side, but 
also took the opportunity to hand 
teen left back Matt Targett only his 
second senior start. 

Saints also showed the spirit to 
come from behind to win, following 
Sanchez’s early opener. 

6) And a league victory at Old 
Trafford .... 

The Theatre of Dreams had long 
been a theatre of screams for Saints 
supporters. 

Since Colin Clarke scored both 
goals in a 2-0 First Division win in 
January 1988, Saints’ league record 
at Old Trafford had been dire. 

A succession of managers had 
overseen a total of 19 visits, bring¬ 
ing a grand total of three points. 

Sixteen losses had been racked up 
in that time, including successive 5- 
0 and 6-1 beatings in the early 
noughties. 

Enter Koeman. 

In his usual calm, cool manner, he 
selected a side he thought could 
frustrate his old rival Louis Van 
Gaal’s expensively-assembled side. 

And so they did, United failing to 
muster a single shot on target 
despite fielding a starting XI costing 
over £250m more than Koeman’s 
starting XI. 

Sub Dusan Tadic entered the fray 
midway through the second half 
and had soon written his name into 
Saints folkore with the only goal. 

Previously, only Ron Davies and 
Clarke among Saints players had 
ever scored a league winner for the 
club at Old Trafford. 

Now a third name could be added 
to that list. 

7 He is closing in on numerous 
Saints’ Premier League records. 

a) Points. Saints’ best ever 



STUNNER: Dusan Tadic has just scored the 
cess at Old Trafford since January 1988. 


goal that gave Saints their first league sue- 


Premier League season in terms of 
points, from a 38-game season, is the 
56 they racked up last term under 
Pochettino. 

Prior to that, it was the 52 Gordon 
Strachan’s men won in also finish¬ 
ing eighth in 2002/03. 

The recent win at Newcastle took 
Koeman’s points tally to 42 already 
- with 16 games to go. 

Saints have already won more 
points than they did in the whole of 
2004/05 (32), 1995/96 (38), 1998/99 (41) 
and 2012/13 (41). 

They are also just one point off 
equalling the club’s 42-game total of 
43 points in 1993/94. 

Saints’ top flight points record 
came in 1983/84 when they collected 
77 - three less than champions 


Liverpool. 

If Saints carry on picking up 
points at their current rate of 1.9 per 
game, they would end up with 72 - 
but having played four games less 
than Lawrie McMenemy’s men did 
in 1983/84. 

b) Away wins. The recent success 
at Newcastle was the club’s sixth in 
the Premier League in 2014/15 - and 
their third in a row after victories at 
Crystal Palace and Manchester 
United. 

Saints have also won at West Ham, 
Swansea and Hull City. 

The club record for away wins in 
the Premier League era is the seven 
established last season. 

Saints’ top flight record is also 


seven, Ian Branfoot overseeing that 
amount in 1991/92 and McMenemy 
in 1983/84. 

Koeman needs two more wins 
from eight games to establish his 
own peice of history. 

c) away goals conceded. 
Newcastle’s consolation recently 
was only the ninth Fraser Forster 
has conceded in 11 away league 
matches. 

Saints’ best ever Premier League 
season came last term when 
Pochettino’s men let in 23 goals in 19 
games. 

Prior to that, they had only 
shipped 26 goals in 2000/01. 

Saints’ best ever top flight term 
was also in their 1983/84 runners-up 
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campaign, when Peter Shilton only 
let in 21 goals in as many games. 

d) Overall goals conceded. Fraser 
Forster has only let in 16 goals in 22 
league games so far at an average of 
0.73 per game. 

If he maintains that average all 
season, Saints will only have let in 
28 goals in 38 games. 

The club’s current Premier 
League record is the 45 conceded in 
2003/04 at an average of 1.18. 

Saints only conceded 46 the season 
before, 2002/03, and only 48 in 
2000/01. 

Last season, they only let in 46 at 
an average of 1.21. 

Chelsea hold the record for the 
fewest goals conceded in a Premier 


League season, only letting in 15 in 
2004/05. 

e) Home goals conceded. Saints 
have the second best home defen¬ 
sive record in the top flight. 

Forster has only conceded seven 
goals in 11 games - and three of 
those came in one match against 
Manchester City. 

Chelsea have the best record, with 
only three goals conceded in ten 
matches. 

Saints’ Premier League record is 
the 16 goals conceded in 19 games in 
2002/03. 

If Forster maintains his current 
average, he will only let in 12 this 
season in 19 games. 


f) Overall clean 
sheets. Fraser 
Forster has kept 10 
clean sheets in his 
22 games so far. 

Saints’ Premier League record is 
the 15 kept last season by Artur 
Boruc (14) and Paolo Gazzaniga (1). 

Prior to that, Paul Jones kept 14 in 
2000/01, including seven in a row at 
one stage. < 

Pre Premier League, Peter Shilton i 
kept 18 clean sheets in 42 games in ! 
1983/84, and the same player kept 16 1 

the following season (in 41 matches, | 
Phil Kite coming in for just one 
appearance). 

GREAT DEFENSIVE 
RECORD: Fraser Forster. 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL NEWS - SEE PAGE 39 
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United to book the club’s League 
Cup final date with Chelsea. 

Record v Saints: Pochettino twice 
lost to Tim Sherwood’s Tottenham 
last term - but still ended up taking 
his rival’s job in north London. 

Saints actually led 2-0 at White 
Hart Lane in March before 
Tottenham hit back to repeat their 3- 
2 win at St Mary’s just before 
Christmas 2013. 

Saints have lost all five games 
against Tottenham since returning to 
the Premier League. 

Ex-Saints starlet Gareth Bale 
scored in both wins in 2012/13, while 
that man Eriksen struck the only goal 
at White Hart Lane earlier in the sea¬ 
son. 


Sunderland (away) 
Saturday, May 2 

Gus Poyet’s Black Cats will cer¬ 
tainly be fired up for revenge whether 
they are safe from the drop by then 
or not. 

The memory of their 8-0 thrashing 
at St Mary’s last October will take a 
long time to fade, no doubt. 

Remarkably, Sunderland have an 
enviable away defensive record if 
you take away that extraordinary 
defeat on the south coast. 

In 11 away league games, they 
have shipped 17 goals. But if you 
don’t include the St Mary’s debacle, 



STRIKE THREAT: Jermain 
Defoe 


they have only conceded nine goals 
in ten games! 

Poyet will be hoping ex-England 
man Jermain Defoe can spark some 
life into the Black Cats attack which 
has only managed 19 goals in their 
22 Premier League game so far. 

Home record: Sunderland have 
only won once in the league at the 
Stadium of Light in 11 games - yet 
are still outside the drop zone. 

That solitary success came against 
Stoke on October 4, but Poyet’s men 
have held Manchester United, 
Tottenham and Chelsea - three of 
the current top five - on Wearside. 

Contrastly, Sunderland have also 
been beaten 3-1 at home by Stoke. 

Record v Saints: Sunderland host¬ 
ed Saints three times last season, 
and didn’t lose any of them. 

They came from 0-2 down to draw 
in the Premier League, and also 
dumped Saints out of both the FA 
Cup and League Cup. 

Prior to the 8-0 victory, Saints had 
not beaten the Black Cats in five 
attempts in league and cup action 
since returning to the Premier 
League in 2012. 
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Leicester (away) 

Saturday, May 9 

Nigel Pearson’s Foxes could be relegated by the 
time Saints arrive at the Kingpower Stadium. 

They are currently bottom of the table with only four 
wins from 22 matches and have only netted 20 times. 

Striker Leonard Ulloa is their top league marksmen 
with seven strikes, but five of them came in the first 
five games of the season. Since then, he has only 
managed two in 17 outings. 

Those stats aren’t too dissimilar to Graziano Pelle’s 
at Saints. After hitting six goals in his first eight 
Premier League games, the Italian has only managed 
two in his last 14. 

Pearson certainly needs to find some goals from 
somewhere, as his second highest league scorer is 
defender Jeff Sclupp with three. 

Home record 

Leicester have managed just two league wins at the 
Kingpower. 

The first remains one of the stand-out results of the 
entire top flight season so far - a 5-3 win against 
Manchester United in September after the visitors 
had led 3-1. 

Leicester then had to wait until January 10 for their 
next home success, Paul Konchesky scoring in a 1-0 
win against goal-shy Aston Villa. 

Record v Saints 

Saints have only won twice in 12 visits to Leicester 
since 1986. 

They triumphed 4-0 in the top flight in December 
2001 while Andrew Surman (penalty) and Stern John 
netted in December 2007. 

John scored the only goal of the return match at St 
Mary’s the following March, and Leicester were rele¬ 
gated a few weeks later - Saints staying up at their 
expense on a dramatic final day. 

Aston Villa (home) 

Saturday, May 18 

Paul Lambert has been coming under ferocious 
pressure as his struggling side continue to fire blanks. 

Villa have English football’s worst goalscoring 
record, having netted just 11 times in 22 games - 
only three more goals than Saints managed in 90 
minutes against Sunderland. 

Despite those woes, they do have a good defensive 
record - the joint fifth best in the section with only 25 
goals conceded. 

But if Lambert can’t find a way to end the goals 
shortage, Villa’s proud record as an ever present 
member of the Premier League will be in serious dan¬ 
ger. 

Away record 

Villa have only scored four times in 11 away games - the 
lowest total in English football. 

Two of those goals came in their first two trips -1 -0 wins 
at Stoke and Liverpool. 

In the nine games since, they have only netted in a 1-1 
draw at Burnley and a 1-0 victory at Crystal Palace. 

Record v Saints 

Villa won 3-2 at St Mary’s last season, despite Saints 
dominating possession. 

The previous term they had taken the lead at St Mary’s, 
only for Saints to hit back and run out 4-1 winners. 

That was Saints’ only Premier League success against 
Villa in six games at St Mary’s. 

Villa also won 3-2 in April 2005 - Steven Davis on target 
after Saints had led 2-0 - and 3-1 in September 2001. 

Manchester City (away) 

Sunday, May 25 

What a fascinating and intriguing match this could be. 

City might need the three points to retain their Premier 
League title. 

On the other hand, Saints might need them to clinch a 
seismic top four finish. 

With the way the league table is at the moment, the latter 
scenario could look more likely than the first one. 

Home record 

City won 18 and drew just one when they claimed their 
first Premier League title in 2012. 

And they only lost one and drew one en route to their 
second crown last term. 

This season, though, they have already lost twice - to 
Stoke in August and Arsenal last weekend - as well as 
drawing with Chelsea and Burnley. 

Record v Saints 

Saints have lost their last three Premier League games at 
City, the last one a 4-1 reverse last April which was over¬ 
shadowed by Jay Rodriguez’s nightmare knee injury. 

Prior to all that, they had actually won three in a row at 
City, including a 1 -0 success on the final day of the 
2002/03 season in the last league game to be played at 
Maine Road. 

Michael Svensson’s goal lifted Gordon Strachan’s men 
three places to a club record eighth in the Premier League. 
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SPONSORSHIP DEAL: Pictured are Belinda Saunders and Jon Urben of New Century Bingo (centre) with AFC Totton players 
Ellis White and Taylor Edwards (left) and Stags chairman Andy Straker, executive committee man Roy Edwards and goalkeep¬ 
er Steve Mowthorpe (right) at the grand unveiling of New Century Bingo as the Stags’ shirt sponsors for the next two seasons. 


BHBO! STABS 7JE flP 
SPONSORSHIP DEAL 


THERE were smiles all round 
Testwood Park last Saturday as AFC 
Totton reeled oH their fifth straight 
league win of 2015, beating Wantage 
Town 3-1 in the Southern One South & 
West. 

But for chairman Andy Straker, an even 
more significant victory had been achieved a 
few hours earlier with the grand unveiling 
of Shirley-based New Century Bingo as shirt 
sponsors for the next two seasons. 

Not so long ago the Stags’ very existence 
was in jeopardy as they drowned under a sea 
of debt, but the sale of their Testwood 
Stadium home last summer helped them 
back on their feet financially. 

And, with things looking up on the field 
too, Straker sees the new shirt sponsorship 
as a positive sign that the local community is 
ready to get behind the club again. 

“Last year people wouldn’t come anywhere 
near us, thinking why should they give us 
money when it would just go down a big, 
black hole,” he said. 

“It (selling the stadium) was a horrible 
decision to have to make, but it was the right 
one for the club. 

“The sponsorship from New Century 
Bingo is better than any deal this club has 
ever had. They’re a great company who 
want to assist us and deals like this show 
people are taking us more seriously now. 

“This is a new beginning for us and we 
believe our new partnership with New 
Century Bingo will be a great success and we 
are proud to have them associated with AFC 
Totton.” 

After the gargantuan effort that has gone 
into getting the Stags back on an even keel, 
Straker is adamant they will not risk undo¬ 
ing all that hard work by merging - official- 
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ly or unofficially - with ailing Sydenhams 
Premier neighbours Totton & Eling. 

Prior to Christmas, T&E chairman and co¬ 
team manager Andy Tipp expressed a per¬ 
sonal view that both Totton clubs may bene¬ 
fit from working together, possibly with the 
Millers becoming AFC Totton’s reserve 
team. 

But that was given short shrift by Straker, 
who said: “After a lot of hard work, AFC 


“I wish Totton & Eling 
aiTthebestTut^B 
they’re on their own” 


Totton has now got itself on a sounder foot¬ 
ing and we will not jeopardise that. We are 
AFC Totton and we’re going to carry on that 
way. We’re not interested in Totton United. 

“I wish Totton & Eling all the best, but 
they’re on their own - and they’re not going 
to be our reserves either. 

“FA rules would not allow the two clubs to 
merge without dropping to the league of the 
lowest-placed club or for AFC Totton 
reserves to be called Totton & Eling - and 
that’s not going to happen. 


“We’re not going to jeopardise what we’ve 
built here to save them. Hard as it is, they 
need to save themselves.” 

Totton’s plans for the future include an 
expansion of their youth set-up, enabling 
them to step up their production of home¬ 
grown talent. 

Two under-16s, Matt Randell and Jake 
Rawkins, were in the squad against 
Wantage, joining former youth players Ellis 
White, Taylor Edwards and Zac Mouland in 
Steve Riley’s 16. 

“At the moment we’ve got under-18s and 
under-16s and we’re looking to start up 
younger teams for next season,” Straker 
explained. 

“Eventually we’d like under-sevens 
through to under-18s and, in a couple of 
years’ time, hopefully the under-16 players 
we saw in the squad today will be first-team 
regulars. 

“Even at this level, money talks, but we 
want to do what Southampton do, bringing 
Academy players through. 

“We need to set up a system where we don’t 
have to bring in players on £300-£400 a week. 

“If it wasn’t for our under-18 squad we 
would have vanished last year when we 
were up against it financially. All right, we 
were relegated (from the Southern Premier), 
but most of the squad we’ve got now are 
young and, if they’re all still here in five 
years’ time, think of the experience they’ll 
have. 

“We’ve got to get away from this culture of 
paying players £300 a week, that’s not what 
we’re about. 

“We’re paying wages, but they’re at a level 
the club can afford. 

“We can’t go to Gosport and say give us 
Justin Bennett and we’ll pay him £350 a 
week. We’ve tried that in the past and it’s 
gone horribly wrong.” 


SUNDAY FOOTBALL - SEE PAGE 38 
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City hotshot coming 
on strong in battle 
for Sydenhams 
Premier Golden Boot 




ru 


CHART BATTLE: Warren 
Bentley is just one goal 
behind Moneyfields’ Steve 
Hutchings in the Sydenhams 
Premier scoring pile. 


LAST season Warren Bentley finished top 
of the Sydenhams Premier scoring pile 
with Alresfbrd Town. 

And judging by his razor-sharp recent form, 
you wouldn’t bet against him repeating that 
feat for Winchester City this term. 

Since returning from a niggling ankle prob¬ 
lem after Christmas, the slightly-built hitman 
has banged in six goals in four league games, 
including doubles against Lymington and 
Petersfield Town. 

It has shot his tally up to 37 Wessex goals this 
season, one adrift of Moneyfields’ top gun 
Steve Hutchings, who is currently serving a 
three-match ban. 

With 15 league games to go, starting at 
Whitchurch today (Saturday), Bentley is 14 
short of last season’s 51-goal tally which won 
him the ‘golden boot’ honours just ahead of 
Sholing’s Lee Wort. 

His latest brace came in the 2-2 draw at 
league leaders Petersfield last Saturday where 
City fell behind to an early Ed Dryden strike. 

BRILLIANT 

Bentley equalised on 27 minutes, slamming 
home Zach Glasspool’s by-line pull-back, and 
then fired Winchester ahead with a 66th- 
minute penalty given for Alex Ward’s foul on 
Glasspool. 

But Rams skipper Ward made amends with 
11 minutes remaining when he pulled the 
home side level with a scrappy goal following a 
free-kick. 

Paying tribute to Bentley’s quality, City boss 
Paul Masters said: “Warren’s movement is 
brilliant with the way he drifts off people. He’s 
got a fantastic footballing brain. 

“He gets across people well and he’s a proven 
goal-scorer. 

“Warren’s an all-round good player with a 


good future ahead of him and pE 
he’s a credit to himself. 

“He’s no trouble and he comes to vMBSfyr| 
every game and works hard. {Jj" 

“He’s not the biggest, but he’s got wVfy’ 
that bit of steel needed on a football iff 
pitch and he’s brave on the ball.” 

Petersfield boss Ian Saunders felt the 
draw against third-placed Winchester was > 
“just about a fair result” - and Masters was 
inclined to agree. 

“The pitch was not the best and, although 
there was a lot of endeavour, there was not a 
lot of skill,” said the City manager. 

“But we got a point against a top-of-the- 
league side and a draw was probably fair. 

“We started poorly and fell behind, but then 
dominated the rest of the first half. The second 
half was a lot more even.” 

Although Masters is quietly confident 
Winchester can go the distance in the Wessex 
title race, he believes Petersfield - fresh up as 
Division One champions - are in with a good 
shout. 

“There’s a slope at Petersfield and they 
know how to play it. They’re a well-organ¬ 
ised, well-drilled, hard-working side who 
have been up at the top for most of the sea¬ 
son,” he said. 

“Petersfield is a difficult place to go and our 
lads dug deep to come away with a point. 

“We’re unhappy not to have won, but it keeps 
us in the title race and we had 100 fans there 
supporting us which is great for the whole 
club.” 

Winchester returned to Petersfield with a 
much weakened squad on Tuesday in the 
Sydenhams League Cup quarter-final. 

The sides were level pegging at 2-2 after 
extra-time - Chris Mason and Liam Robinson 
getting the City goals - and it was Petersfield - 
last season’s beaten finalists - who prevailed 3- 
2 in the penalty shoot-out. 

The Rams now have a semi-final date with 
Bemerton Heath Harlequins. 


• Sydenhams League Cup, semi-final draw 
(ties to be played at neutral venues, dates to be 
announced): AFC Portchester v Horndean or 
Blackfield & Langley, Petersfield Town v 
Bemerton Heath Harlequins. 
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Hatters trial for Jono 

FORMER AFC Totton and 
Poole Town winger Jono 
Davies has been offered a 
trial by League Two club 
Luton Town. 



Davies, pictured below, part 
of the Stags side that won 
promotion to the Southern 
Premier Division in 2010/11, 
went on to make 45 appear¬ 
ances for Poole 
after leaving 
the Testwood 
Stadium in 
2013. 


He joined 
Poole’s 
Southern 
Premier rivals 
Paulton Rovers 
over the summer. 


Davies, 24, has scored eight 
league goals for Paulton this 
season and was watched by 
the Hatters playing against 
Biggleswade Town. 

Paulton boss Nick Bunyard 
confirmed: “We had a chat 
with the scout after the game 
and they seemed very keen 
on Jon. I think they’ll take 
him pre-season and next sea¬ 
son, so we will have him for 
the remainder of our games.” 


Borough player plea 

GOSPORT Borough Youth, 
who run under-18 teams 
across the South Hants and 
Mid-Solent Leagues, are 
looking for new players and 
managers. 

They would particularly like 
to hear from parents with 
boys or girls aged 5-7 who 
would like to play football 
and receive training from 
Level 2 coach Damien Smith. 
Jason Mann is also on the 
lookout for new players for 
his under-tens team (cur¬ 
rently Year 5). 

Adults are welcome to get in 
touch if they wish to get 
involved with coaching or 
managing a team. Contact 
Audrey Standley on 07703 
728558. 


Miroy homecoming 

FORWARD Alex Miroy has 
returned to his Horndean 
roots. 

Having spent the majority of 
his footballing career with 
the Deans, Miroy is back at 
his Five Heads Park stamp¬ 
ing ground after spells with 
Sydenhams Premier rivals 
Moneyfields and Petersfield 
Town. 

Local youngster Callum 
McGeorge is another new 
face in the Horndean camp. 


TODAY’S NON-LEAGUE RESULTS - SEE BACK PAGE 
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Seek impresses boss 

SHOLING were joined by a new 
face in training this week - 20- 
year-old attacker Khadim Seek. 


The Southern One South & 
West club have been scouring 
the area for potential new tal¬ 
ent and the initial signs are 
that Seek may well fit the bill. 


“We trained at ‘Goals’ on 
Wednesday, so it’s hard to tell 
on a five-a-side court, but my 
first impression of Khadim is 
that he looks half decent,” said 
manager Dave Diaper, pictured 
below. 


“He plays just off the frontman, 
he’s 6ft 2in, very slim and has 
a good first touch. ^ 

“He’s an Italian a 
lad who’s been 
over here for a 
year. He 
speaks five 
languages and 
studies at 
Southampton 
City College. 

“I’ve got one or two guys doing 
some scouting for me and they 
came up with Khadim who’s 
been playing for BTC in the 
midweek floodlit league.” 

This Tuesday (February 3) the 
Boatmen switch their atten¬ 
tions to the Russell Cotes Cup, 
visiting Sydenhams Premier 
neighbours Folland Sports in 
the second round. The winners 
will host Horndean in the quar¬ 
ter-finals. 



Match-day help call 

AFC PORTCHESTER are seek- 
ing a matchday steward and a 
gateman for first and reserve 
team home games. 

The gateman will be paid £10 
and the steward £15 per game. 
Both will be provided with hot 
and cold refreshments and a 
club coat, T-shirt and hi viz 
jacket. 

Hours are 1pm-4.45pm on 
Saturdays and 6pm-9.30am on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 
Email Paul Kelly on 
paul64k@hotmail. co. uk. 

Sponsors stay on 

VANARAMA will continue as 
title sponsors of the Football 
Conference in 2015/16. 

The company’s managing 
director and founder Andy 
Alderson said: “We have been 
thrilled by the response to our 
sponsorship by fans and clubs 
alike. 

“We are now seeking to 
increase our involvement in 
Conference football over the 
coming months. Plans for the 
2015/16 season, to help make 
this great competition bigger 
and better, are already looking 
very exciting.” 


Hill’S mo AM 


Eastleigh manager finally gets his man 


CENTRAL midfielder Harry Pell is not 
your archetypal Richard Hill signing. 

At 23, Eastleigh’s latest arrival from 
AFC Wimbledon is younger than the 
majority of players the manager has 
drafted in during his successful two-and- 
a-half-year Silverlake reign. 

But though Hill is delighted to welcome 
in a player who, in his words, “gets about 
the pitch and plays with a lot of energy”, 
he maintains that his policy of recruiting 
seasoned ex-pros like Ben Strevens, Ross 
Flitney, Chris Todd and Dean Beckwith 
has got the club where they are today. 

“It’s no secret that I like experience and 
I’ll argue ’til I’m blue in the face that it 
was experience that won us the league 
(Conference South) last season,” he 
said. 

“I also believe that where we 
are now (just outside the play¬ 
offs) in this new league is also 
down to experience,” insisted 
the boss, who has since added 
30-somethings Craig Stanley, 

Jack Midson, Paul Reid, James 
Constable and Brian Howard to 
his stable of seasoned thorough¬ 
breds. 

“I’ve purposely set out over the 
last two seasons to have that experi¬ 
ence in the side, but if I feel there is some¬ 
body younger available with the right 
ability that could add to the squad and 
make a difference, I’m always interest¬ 
ed.” 

Pell is one such player. 

He may be young, but the Tilbury-born 
former Charlton Athletic trainee - a con¬ 
temporary of Swansea’s ex-Addick Jonjo 
Shelvey - boasts a useful pedigree with 
Bristol Rovers, Hereford United and, lat¬ 
terly, AFC Wimbledon, where he had 
been since January 2013. 

It was during his time at Hereford that 
he first caught Hill’s eye while the 
Eastleigh boss was checking out another 
couple of potential signings. 

“I first saw Harry play a couple of years 
back when I went to watch Chris Todd 
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and Will Evans who were also at Hereford 
at the time,” said the Spitfires boss. 

“But I was aware of him before that and 
I’ve always liked him and always thought 
he was a decent footballer. 

“I tried to sign him three weeks ago. 
Harry was interested but he wanted to 
stay at Wimbledon and fight for a place. 

“But I was made aware of him again on 
Wednesday and asked if I was still inter¬ 
ested, which I was.” 

Pell had a loan spell with 
Eastleigh’s Vanarama 

Conference rivals Grimsby earli¬ 
er this season but his first-team 
opportunities with Wimbledon 
had been limited of late. 

Although he enjoyed a bright 
beginning to his Dons career, 
this season he made just two 
starts and ten sub appearances 
for the south Londoners. 

FRUSTRATED 

All told he turned out 65 times for 
Wimbledon in all competitions, scoring 
six goals. His move to the Silverlake 
reunites him with frontman Jack 
Midson, who left the Dons last May. 

Confirming Pell had been released by 
mutual consent, Wimbledon boss Neal 
Ardley said: “Harry has spoken to me 
twice recently and said he was frustrated 
about a lack of opportunities. When 
Eastleigh contacted us about his avail¬ 
ability, it was agreed that it would be in 
the interest of both parties to allow the 
player to leave. 

“Harry made a great start in his first 
season with us and he played a key role in 
keeping us in the Football League. We 
wish him well at Eastleigh.” 



Sampson better off at Newport, says Wi 


PAUL Masters says Scott 
Sampson’s move to Winchester 
City was “just one of those 
things that didn’t work out.” 

Although the Citizens boss has 
the greatest respect for the 
departed central defender, he 
says it made sense for Sampson 
to go back to his old club 
Newport IoW. 

Sampson - a Sydenhams 
League title winner with 
Blackfield & Langley two sea¬ 
sons ago - was one of a handful 


of players drafted in mid-season 
to bolster Winchester’s title 
push, but the pressure of work 
and travel left him unable to 
fully commit. 

He made just eight Wessex 
appearances for the third-placed 
Citizens, scoring two goals. 

“It’s not worked out for either 
of us,” said Masters. “Scott’s 
shift patterns with his job 
meant he couldn’t get to games, 
which doesn’t sit pretty with 
me, and then he was suspended 


for a time after getting five 
bookings and a straight red 
card. 

“I’m not disputing that he’s a 
good player and he’s a good lad 
too. There are no hard feelings, 
I like Scott, but sometimes 
things just don’t work out. 

“He’s got a young family and 
travelling from the Island made 
things difficult for him. Playing 
for Newport means he’ll only be 
out of the house for two hours 
whereas with us it was eight.” 


Newport’s results have been in 
decline in recent weeks, so it’s 
no surprise that Sampson has 
been welcomed back with open 
arms at St George’s Park. 

Manager Steve Brougham said: 
“Scott is a great signing for us. 
With his winning mentality, 
we’ll be a better team for it. I’m 
just really happy he’s agreed to 
come back to Newport. 

“If we’re going to do well in 
the Wessex Premier League 
we’re going to need players like 
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Scott playing for us. 

“Scott’s won the Wessex 
League with Blackfield & 
Langley as captain, so he knows 
what to do to win the league 
which will no doubt rub off on 
the other players.” 


NEWPORT RETURN: Scott 
Sampson, right, pictured during 
his spell with Blackfield & 
Langley. 




Bristow talks 
up title hopes 


BASINGSTOKE Town boss Jason 
Bristow has reaffirmed his belief that 
he has a squad capable of challenging 
for the Vanarama Conference South 
title. 

The Dragons lost the first of two 
successive top-of-the-table clashes 
last weekend, beaten 2-1 at home by 
second-placed Bromley. 

They had another big test awaiting 
them at league leaders Boreham Wood 
today and, speaking ahead of that 
game, Bristow, pictured, was 
bullish about his side’s 
chances of challenging for 
honours. 

“All the top teams have 
got to play each other, so 
points will be dropped,” he 
said. “We just need to keep 
believing in what we are 
doing. 

“We believe in the squad we 
have got and, if we can keep them 
all fit, we have a great chance of 
doing something special. 

“If we continue playing the way we 
have been so far this season, we have 
a great chance of getting into the play¬ 
offs and even challenging for the title.” 

Ex-Eastleigh midfielder Shaun 
McAuley gave the Dragons a 19th- 
minute lead against Bromley after 
good work by Chris Flood, but it lasted 
only four minutes. 

David Ray conceded a needless 
free-kick and Anthony Cook expertly 
curled the ball around the wall and 
inside the post. 

Basingstoke ’keeper Stuart Moore 



was called into action for the first time 
early in the second half, pushing Ben 
May’s header over. But it was Moore’s 
error that led to the visitors’ winner. 

He seemed to have Cook’s effort 
covered, but deceived by a 
combination of swerve and awkward 
bounce, he missed the ball completely 
and it flew past him into the net. 

Basingstoke have not had the best 
of luck with injuries of late. 

Former Eastleigh and Gosport 

midfielder Jamie Brown is out for 
foreseeable future, awaiting a 
groin operation, and Jay 
Gasson is still a couple of 
weeks away from 
completing his rehab for a 


broken toe. 

“We have been unlucky 
this season in terms of 
injuries,” said Bristow. “Simon 
Dunn has missed a lot of games 

with niggling injuries, while Liam 
Enver-Marum, Jay Gasson and, now, 
Jamie Brown have been out for long 
periods. 

“As long as we don’t get too many 
other injuries, we will have an excellent 
squad once we get these players 
back. 

“The good news is we have 
extended Rob Dickie’s loan. He is very 
calm on the ball and gives us options, 
so we are pleased he will remain with 
us for another month.” 

Dickie, a pacy 18-year-old defender, 
is on loan from SkyBet Championship 
club Reading where he has been since 
the age of eight. 


Ex-Saint bags 
a win double 


EX-SAINTS and Salisbury City striker 
Kayne McLaggon kept Merthyr Town 
nine points clear of Taunton at the 
Evo-Stik Southern One South & West 
summit last Saturday. 

Merthyr’s 2-1 home win against 
Craig Davis’s Fleet Town was far from 
comfortable for the league leaders, but 
McLaggon’s finishing proved the 
difference. 

The 24-year-old Bariy-born 
marksman, pictured, fired into an 
empty net to give the Welshmen a 
ninth-minute lead after latching onto a 
ball over the top of the Fleet defence. 

But the north Hampshire visitors - 
19th in the table - rocked their mighty 
hosts 11 minutes into the second half 
when Jack French played a neat one- 
two on the edge of box before firing 
Town back on terms. 

Fleet goalkeeper Ryan Pryce did his 
best to hold back the tide as Merthyr 
retaliated, but he was left exposed by 
an inch-perfect ball into the box on 67 
minutes which invited McLaggon to 
convert the simplest of chances from 
close range. 

Pryce then denied McLaggon a hat- 
trick with a two-handed save before 
Fleet’s player-manager Davis - 



formerly of Bashley, Salisbury and AFC 
Totton - struck the top of the home 
woodwork with a 25-yard free-kick. 

A chuffed Davis said afterwards: “It 
has been well documented by 
everyone how good a side Merthyr are 
and their monumental points tally and 
goal difference is testament to that. 

“However, as I told my lads you can 
win without winning sometimes, if that 
makes sense, and the way we played 
and the conduct we showed 
throughout was, in my opinion, first 
class. 

“Their management were full of 
praise for us afterwards. We try and 
pass the ball, we don’t whack it, we 
don’t kick lumps out of the opposition 
and I have come away today very 
proud of them.” 


Non-league 
News 


Hammers sign Jevon 

HAMWORTHY United have 
dual-registered Weymouth 
frontman Conor Jevon. 
Manager Shane Traynor, who 
works on the academy coach¬ 
ing staff at Dean Court, used 
his contacts at Weymouth to 
persuade them to allow Jevon 
to join his Sydenhams Premier 
charges. 

“Conor scored for their 
reserves last Saturday and hit 
a hat-trick the previous week,” 
said Traynor. 

“He’s a physical forward who 
is hungry to score goals.” 
Jevon joined the Terras last 
season from Poole Borough 
having previously been on 
Dorchester Town’s books. 


Burch double swoop 

LEE Burch has made a double 
swoop for Sydenhams Division 
One outfit Hythe & Dibden. 
New in at 
Clayfields are 
Ollie Bradley 
and Elliot 
Head, pic¬ 
tured. 

Bradley is new 
to the Wessex 
League scene, 
but utility man 
Head joins from divi¬ 
sional rivals New Milton Town. 
New Milton, meanwhile, have 
welcomed Sam Carter back to 
Fawcett’s Field. 



Kab on move again 

FORMER Havant & 

Waterlooville forward Sahr 
Kabba is on the move again. 
The livewire frontrunner has 
joined Conference North outfit 
Gloucester City on contract 
until the end of the season 
after parting company with 
Lincoln City, of the Conference 
Premier, in December. 
Described as a “pocket 
dynamo” by Gloucester man¬ 
ager Tim Harris, Bristol-born 
Kabba, 25, made a big impres¬ 
sion on The Tigers during his 
Havant and Weston-super- 
Mare days. 

“I have been a fan of Sahr’s for 
a very long time. He is a con¬ 
sistent performer at this level 
and his scoring record at 
Havant proves that,” said 
Harris. 

“There were many clubs inter¬ 
ested, so we’re glad to have 
him at City.” 

Another ex-Hawk, winger 
Christian Nanetti, has been 
sent out on loan by 
Conference Premier outfit 
Dover. He has joined 
Conference South promotion 
contenders Whitehawk, initially 
for a month. 


183 OR EMAIL wendy.ffee@daiEyecho.co.uk 
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Six Nations 2015 


Team guide 


► 


Fixture guide and fill-in 
wallchart: pages 4-5 


England 



Ground Twickenham 

Coach Stuart Lancaster 

Captain Chris Robshaw 

Titles 3 

2000,2001,2011 

Last season Runners-up 

Last Test beat Australia 26-17 

29 November 2014 

Stan James odds 2-1 

One to watch 

George Ford 



France 





Ground 

Stade de France 

Coach 

Philippe Saint-Andre 

Captain 

Thierry Dusautoir 

Titles 

5 

2002, 04, 06, 07,10 

Last season 

Fourth 

Last Test 

lost 18-13 to Argentina 

22 November 2014 

Stan James odds 6-1 



Ireland 


Italy 



Ground 

Aviva Stadium 

Coach 

Joe Schmidt 

Captain 

Paul O’Connell 

Titles 

2 

2009, 2014 

Last season 

Champions 

Last Test 

beat Australia 26-23 

22 November 2014 

Stan James odds 15-8 


Ground 

Stadio Olimpico 

Coach 

Jacques Brunei 

Captain 

Sergio Parisse 

Titles 

0 

Last season 

Sixth 

Last Test 

lost 22-6 to South Africa 
22 November 2014 

Stan James odds 500-1 




Scotland 



Ground 

Murrayfield 

Coach 

Vern Cotter 

Captain 

Greig Laidlaw 

Titles 

0 

Last season 

Fifth 

Last Test 

beat Tonga 37-12 

22 November 2014 

Stan James odds 33-1 



Wales 



Ground 

Millennium Stadium 

Coach 

Warren Gatland 

Captain 

Sam Warburton 

Titles 

4 

2005,2008,2012,2013 

Last season 

Third 

Last Test 

beat South Africa 12-6 

29 November 2014 

Stan James odds 3-1 


One to watch 

Rhys Webb 




The key 
questions 
to be 
answered 
as the 
2015 Six 
Nations 
kicks off 

WHY ARE ENGLAND 
UNDER SIEGE? 


Ideally, the 2015 Rugby World Cup hosts 
would arrive in Cardiff with a settled team 
and a clear game-plan - yet they possess 
neither. 

Injury has ravaged a back-line that has 
suffered from the chronic uncertainty in 
midfield, and the pack has been significantly 
weakened by the loss of Ben Morgan, Tom 
Wood, Joe Launchbury, Courtney Lawes 
and Geoff Parling. 

Tactically, the all-court game they seek 
may have to be abandoned after the autumn 
win against Australia proved they are better 
served by a conservative approach. 


* 


WILL IRELAND’S JOE 
SCHMIDT MAGIC LAST? 


The reigning champions start as favourites 
- a status some bookmakers have them 
sharing with England - and after a stellar 
autumn in which they toppled South Africa 
and Australia, it is easy to see why. 

Old warrior Paul O’Connell may be 
nearing the end of a magnificent career, but 
in Jonathan Sexton they have Europe’s 
finest fly-half. 

Even more significantly, in Joe Schmidt 
they have one of the game’s shrewdest rugby 
brains, whose stewardship of the team has 
been an unqualified success to date. 


FACT! 

England and 
Wales have both won 
26 outright 
championships, while 
Wales have shared the 
title 12 times and 
England on 10 


WHICH FRANCE TEAM 
WILL TURN UP? 

France once had an embarrassment of riches, 
but now coach Philippe Saint Andre has one 
of the hardest jobs in the Six Nations. 

“It is very tough to be an English coach or 
a French coach because of the structure of 
the English League, which is 12 teams, and 
us, which is 14 teams,” said Saint Andre. 

Of the two, France face the greater 
hurdles, however. The vast number of 
oversees players in action in the Top 14 has 
substantially narrowed Saint Andre’s 
options, particularly in key positions. 

It is the cash-rich clubs who call the shots 
in the French game. 


The six national team 
captains show off the 
new Six Nations trophy 
at the tournament 
launch in London 


CAN ENGLAND TAKE 
THE FINAL STEP? 

England’s Six Nations record under head 
coach Stuart Lancaster is beginning to make 
unpleasant reading. 

Three successive runners-up finishes offer 
consistency, but also highlight the team’s 
inability to take that final step. 

Allowances were rightly made for the first 
two years of his reign as he sought to bring 
stability, but last season a Grand Slam was 
lost to a fatal late lapse in concentration 
against France in Paris. 

Lancaster needs a Six Nations crown to 
appease the critics. 


WAIT A MINUTE...YOU'RE 


TELLING ME THE 


SIX NATIONS 


S BACK? 


^ twitter.com/stanjames 
jp facebook.com/staniamesbet 


App Store 


StanJames.com 

who ore you with? 
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World Cup countdown ► Se&? iews 

The game of their lives 



LEFT: England will be 
seeking to emulate the 
2003 vintage of Jonny 
Wilkinson and Co when 
they host the Rugby 
World Cup later this year 

ABOVE: The attacking 
power of George North 
stands in the way of 
England making a winning 
start to the year 

RIGHT: Robbie Henshaw is 
starting to fill the boots of 
Brian O’Driscoll for Ireland 


FACT! 

Scotland were the 
last winners of the 
Five Nations title in 
1999 but have never 
won the championship 
since it became the 
Six Nations in 
2000 . 




* 


* 




f*' 




Why opening 
showdown is 
so crucial for 
Rugby World 
Cup meeting 

by Frank Malley 


WHEN the opening formalities are 
complete and the rousing strains of 
Bread of Heaven have drifted into the 
Cardiff night on Friday, the players 
of Wales and England will begin a 
Six Nations match which could prove 
to be the most significant in their 
history. 

The nations have lined up 125 times 
since the first big hit slammed home in 
this fixture in 1881. England have won 
57 times, Wales 56, with 12 drawn. 

There is not a cigarette paper 
between them. Yet whoever wins at 
the Millennium Stadium this time will 
wrest more than two points towards 
the Six Nations championship. 

They will capture the momentum 
and the belief which could prove 
crucial when the two sides meet again 
in Group A at the 2015 Rugby World 
Cup on September 26. 

Admittedly, that match is at 
Twickenham, so direct conclusions 
cannot be made as host advantage in 
Rugby World Cups is a powerful 
weapon, but England, in particular, 
know they must start winning 
consistently if they are to approach the 
Rugby World Cup with confidence. 

Somehow Stuart Lancaster’s side 
must begin to show the authority, the 
dominance and the spirit of Clive 
Woodward’s class of 2003, the only 
northern hemisphere team ever to win 
the Rugby World Cup. 

It is no coincidence that 
Woodward’s team went to Cardiff that 
year and recorded a decisive 26-9 
victory which included tries from Will 
Greenwood and Joe Worsley and six 
goals from Jonny Wilkinson, including 
two drop-goals. 

The thrust from that assault on the 
Welsh saw England go on to 
take the Grand Slam at 
Lansdowne Road against 
Ireland in the famous 
fixture during which 
England captain 
Martin Johnson 
refused to move his 
team during the 
pre-match formalities, 
thus causing Irish 
president Mary McAleese 
to walk on mud rather than the 
red carpet. 

Never take a backward step. That 
was Johnson’s philosophy the last time 
England won seven matches in a row 
back in 2003, a philosophy which 
captain Chris Robshaw and the current 
squad would do well to emulate as 
they seek to prove they are not nearly 


men following two narrow but 
decisive losses against New Zealand 
and South Africa in the autumn 
internationals. 

Lancaster at least has shown he 
realises England must play to the 
strength of a massive and physically 
formidable pack. 

^ Which makes the Wales 
V fixture so intriguing, 

pitching Welsh flair and 
the attacking zeal of 
I players such as George 
| North and Leigh 
Halfpenny, despite a 
f disappointing autumn, 
against English 
pragmatism. 

Neil Back, an England 
veteran of 2003 and a man who 
knows the value of rampaging 
forwards, believes Cardiff and a 
successful Six Nations overall holds 
the key to potential World Cup glory. 

“We need to win that game,” said 
Back. “Good sides don’t win World 
Cups, great sides do, so the challenge 
the England management and players 


ft 

We have got an 
opportunity to 
complete the task 
of winning the Six 
Nations, the Grand 
Siam and that will 
give us tremendous 
belief and hope 
going forward into 
the World Cup 

- Rugby World Cup 
winner Neil Back 


have got is settling on combinations in 
terms of selection. 

“We have got an opportunity to 
complete the task of winning the Six 
Nations, the Grand Slam and that will 
give us tremendous belief and hope 
going forward into the World Cup. 
What England need to prove is, on 
consecutive weekends, they can beat 
the best teams in the world.” 

That is something Ireland did in the 
autumn, defeating South Africa and 
Australia, the latter in a thrilling 26-23 
victory which said so much about the 
increasing authority of the Six Nations 
champions. 

What a statement back-to-back Six 
Nations triumphs would make for Joe 
Schmidt’s side. 

Ireland are all about know-how. 
They have the inspiration of Paul 
O’Connell, while Robbie Henshaw is 
smoothing his way into the enormous 
boots vacated by the retired Brian 
O’Driscoll. They look like a team of 
winners and surely there is no better 
quality to possess with a Rugby World 
Cup on the horizon. There is no better 


environment than a competitive Six 
Nations to hone that mentality. 

Scotland, too, will be looking to 
press their Rugby World Cup 
ambitions. Not by winning the trophy 
- that would be a stride too far - but 
there is gathering self-belief about 
Scotland with the Gray brothers and 
Alex Dunbar, Stuart Hogg and Greig 
Laidlaw. 

Who knows, for once they might not 
be duelling for the Wooden Spoon, 
they might just be announcing a 
renaissance under Vem Cotter which 
could make them a surprise package 
on the big stage later in the year. 

That is why a Six Nations 
immediately prior to a Rugby World 
Cup is so intoxicating. There is hope 
to be garnered, momentum to be 
seized, rhythm and tempo to be 
perfected. The champions may not 
proceed to lift the Webb Ellis Cup in 
the autumn. But the chances are they 
will be in the final shake-up. And the 
smart money says the outcome of that 
little spat in Cardiff, in particular, will 
be crucial. 



YES, OF FANTASTIC 

RUGBY MATCHES TO KEEP US GOING 
UNTIL THE END OF MARCH! 
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Six Nati 


Six Nations 2015 


Week 1: February 6-7 


Friday, February 6, 8.05pm BBC/RTE/S4C 

Millennium Stadium, Cardiff 

# WALES. ZZ 

X ENGLAND. ZZ 

. £& .Tries...H.. 


. Z, .Cons.... 

.g*.Pens.. 

....L.L,.. DGs... 

Referee: Jerome Garces (France) 

Assistants: Romain Poite, Mathieu Raynal (both France) 


Saturday, February 7, 2.30pm BBC/RTE/S4C 

Stadio Olimpico, Rome 

0 ITALY. ZZ 

O IRELAND. ZZ 

.. B .***•*«.T^es........ 


.*.Cons. 

.....Pens..... 

5l .’..B.DGs;. 

Referee: Pascal Gauzere (France) 

Assistants: Wayne Barnes (Eng), Stuart Berry (SA) 


Saturday, February 7, 5pm BBC/RTE/S4C 

Stade de France, Paris 

0 FRANCE. ZZ 

ir SCOTLAND. ZZ 

.L.i .*****.Tries...... 


Cons 

Pens. 

.DGs.. 


Referee: Nigel Owens (Wales) 

Assistants: Glen Jackson, Mike Fraser (both NZ) 



Wales and England kick it off on a Friday night 


Week 2: February 14-15 


Saturday, February 14, 2.30pm 
Twickenham, London 

^ENGLAND 

BBC/RTE/S4C 

0 ITALY 


.Tries. 


.Cons. 

.Pens. 

.DGs. 

Referee: John Lacey (Ireland) 


Assistants: Pascal Gauzere (France), Mike Fraser (NZ) 


Saturday, February 14, 5pm BBC/RTE/S4C 

Aviva Stadium, Dublin 

0 IRELAND. ZZ 

0 FRANCE. ZZ 

.■...Tries... 


..Cons. 

..........Pens..... 

.DGs... 

Referee: Wayne Barnes (England) 

Assistants: Nigel Owens (Wales), Stuart Berry (SA) 


Sunday, February 15, 3pm BBC/RTE/S4C 

Murrayfield, Edinburgh 

^SCOTLAND_ I 

# WALES_O 

:.I.■.Tries. MB . 


....Cons. . .. 

...Pens. 

............DGs........ 

Referee: Glen Jackson (New Zealand) 

Assistants: George Clancy, Dudley Phillips (both Ire) 



Ireland host France on St Valentine’s Day 


Week 3: February 28-March 1 

Saturday, February 28, 2.30pm BBC/RTE/S4C 

Murrayfield, Edinburgh 

^SCOTLAND. ZZ 

0 ITALY. ZZ 


.Tries 


.******.Cons. 

. *****.Pens. 

.................................DGs..... 

Referee: George Clancy (Ireland) 

Assistants: Romain Poite (Fra), Leighton Flodges (Wal) 


Saturday, February 28, 5pm 
Stade de France, Paris 


0 FRANCE 

# WALES... 


BBC/RTE/S4C 


.Tries. 


..Cons.. 

.....„.Pens. m .... 

..... DGs. 

Referee: Jaco Peyper (South Africa) 

Assistants: JP Doyle (England), Marius Mitrea (Italy) 


Sunday, March 1, 3pm 
Aviva Stadium, Dublin 


^IRELAND... 
® ENGLAND 


BBC/RTE/S4C 


.Tries. 

Cons 

Pens. 

.DGs.. 


Referee: Craig Joubert (South Africa) 

Assistants: Jerome Garces, Mathieu Raynal (both France) 



Scotland and Italy starts the third round of games 




OUTRIGHT WINS 


)ING WITH FIVE SIX NATIONS 
HAT'S A FACT YOU CAN'T DENY. 




Download on the 

w AppStore 
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fixtures wallchart 


► 


Player interviews: 
pages 6&7 


Week 4: March 14-15 


Saturday, March 14, 2.30pm BBC/RTE/S4C 

Millennium Stadium, Cardiff 

# WALES. ZZ 

O IRELAND. ZZ 

Ml .BHHiTries. WKm .Mi 


.***.Cons.,*********. 

.•...-.'Pens... 

..........DGs........ 

Referee: Steve Walsh (Australia) 

Assistants: Chris Pollock (NZ), Federico Anselmi (Arg) 


Saturday, March 14, 5pm BBC/RTE/S4C 

Twickenham, London 

ENGLAND. ZZ 

tr SCOTLAND.. 

.....Tries.. 


.„.„.Cons. 

..Pens.... 

.I...DGs...,,. 

Referee: Romain Poite (France) 

Assistants: George Clancy (Ireland), Marius Mitrea (Italy) 


Sunday, March 15, 3pm 

Stadio Olimpico, Rome 

0 ITALY 

BBC/RTE/S4C 

L* FRANCE 


.Tries. 


.Cons. 

.Pens. 

.DGs. 

Referee: JP Doyle (England) 


Assistants: Wayne Barnes, Luke Pearce (both England) 



Wales face Ireland in Cardiff on March 14 


Week 5: March 21 


Saturday, March 21,12.30pm BBC/RTE/S4C 

Stadio Olimpico, Rome 

O ITALY. ZZ 

# WALES. [ZZ 

.....‘....Tries. 


.Cons . 

.;.Pens.^iZ-' 

..........DGs.....,.. 

Referee: Chris Pollock (New Zealand) 

Assistants: JP Doyle, Luke Pearce (both England) 


Saturday, March 21, 2.30pm BBC/RTE/S4C 

Murrayfield, Edinburgh 

^SCOTLAND. ZZ 

C? IRELAND. ZZ 

..Tries...S. 


..Cons.|..?.. 

.....Pens. . ..;.X 

.DGs.*Z. 

Referee: Jerome Garces (France) 

Assistants: Pascal Gauzere (Fr), Federico Anselmi (Arg) 


Saturday, March 21, 5pm BBC/RTE/S4C 

Twickenham, London 

ENGLAND. ZZ 

O FRANCE. ZZ 

..Tr i es... 


Cons 

Pens. 

.DGs.. 


Referee: Steve Walsh (Australia) 

Assistants: John Lacey (Ire), Leighton Hodges (Wales) 



England and France bring the curtain down 

All kick-off times GMT 


Can Irish 
steal the 
limelight? 


ALL eyes will be on Cardiff 
when Wales and England kick 
off the 2015 Six Nations 
championship on Friday night. 

But the gaze might quickly 
switch across the Irish Sea. 

England have the small 
matter of the 30-3 humiliation 
on their last visit to the 
Millennium Stadium in 2013 to 
avenge, and the match is given 
added spice by the two rivals 
being in the same Rugby World 
Cup pool in the autumn. 

English confidence could be 
generated by having three 
games - against Italy, Scotland 
and France - at Twickenham, 
but trips to Cardiff and Dublin 
look fraught with danger. 

And the form guide suggests 
it is defending champions 
Ireland who are in the box-seat. 

Their autumn form was a cut 
above the rest in Europe, with 
Joe Schmidt’s team claiming 
impressive home wins 
against South Africa 
and Australia, 12 
months after they 
should have 
defeated New 
Zealand. 

Under 
Schmidt’s 
outstanding 
direction, Ireland 
have developed 
consistency and style. 

With talisman Paul 
O’Connell at the helm, Schmidt 
has proved himself a master 
tactician, and many believe he 
is currently world rugby’s finest 
coach. History shows, though, 
that Ireland’s mission to 
successfully defend the Six 
Nations crown will be a 
demanding one. 

In the competition’s 15-year 
existence, back-to-back titles 
have only been achieved three 
times - by England (2000 and 
2001), France (2006 and 2007) 
and Wales (2012 and 2013) - 
while Ireland are only fourth on 
the all-time Six Nations 
champions list behind France, 
England and Wales. 

With all roads leading to the 
Rugby World Cup later this 
year, some will view this 
season’s Six Nations as little 
more than an hors d’oeuvre 
before the main course feast of 
September and October. But try 
telling that to the 74,500 


by Andrew Baldock 


spectators set to pack out the 
Millennium Stadium for a 
blockbusting opener. 

The extent of England’s 
mental scarring from their last 
visit remains to be seen, but if 
Chris Robshaw and Co can 
silence the Millennium Stadium 
masses, it would give them 
lift-off for a year billed as 
English rugby’s equivalent of 
the London 2012 Olympics. 

Injuries, the scourge of every 
coach, mean England boss 
Stuart Lancaster will be without 
the likes of Joe Launchbury, 
Courtney Lawes, Manu Tuilagi 
and Owen Farrell. 

But England know a 
successful campaign is vital, 
given last autumn produced 
defeats against New Zealand 
and South Africa, even if it 
ended with victory over 
Australia. 

While Ireland, 
England and Wales 
appear to be the 
principal movers 
and shakers this 
time, Scotland 
cannot be 
discounted under 
new coach Vem 
Cotter. 

The Scots were in 
free-scoring form 
during the autumn, 
sweeping aside Argentina and 
Tonga, and they significantly 
pushed world champions New 
Zealand before going down to a 
24-16 defeat. 

With Glasgow putting 
themselves in Pro 12 title 
contention - and claiming 
Bath’s scalp during the 
European Champions Cup - 
and Edinburgh securing a 
European Challenge Cup 
quarter-final place, the feelgood 
factor has been maintained. 

A clearer picture of their 
credentials should emerge 
following their opener against 
France in Paris, where Les 
Bleus will start as favourites 
but, as ever, no rugby follower 
can be sure what the masters of 
unpredictability will deliver. 

Italy, meanwhile, again look 
destined to collect the wooden 
spoon, with an opening fixture 
against Ireland in Rome likely 
to shape six weeks of struggle. 




YES, AND ITALY HAVE A WHOPPING 


TO THEIR NAME. 
UNLUCKY. 


Staniames.com 
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Six Nations 2015 


Team focus 


► 


Six Nations betting 
guide: page 8 


France 

pulling 

together 

FRANCE’S Six Nations 
campaign can bring the 
country together following 
the recent militant attacks, 
according to coach 
Philippe Saint-Andre. 

Seventeen people were 
killed in France in attacks 
on magazine Charlie 
Hebdo, police officers and 
a supermarket. 

Les Bleus host Scotland 
in their opening game, and 
Saint-Andre said: “I am 
definitely sure the 
Marseillaise against 
Scotland will be very 
emotional. It was a very, 
very tough time, but 
everybody stuck together 
and demonstrated how 
proud we are of our 
country and very proud of 
our different cultures. 

“All the crowd and 
public will be 150 per cent 
behind the French team. 

“I am always proud to 
sing the national anthem. 

“French society has 
people from different 
origins. It is nice to see the 
team working like this in a 
good way and the team is 
representative of French 
society.” 

Parisse 

positive 

IRELAND have the 
strongest team in the 
northern hemisphere - but 
can be beaten, says Italy 
captain Sergio Parisse. 

The two teams meet in 
their opening fixture, and 
Parisse said: “Ireland are 
probably the best team in 
the northern hemisphere 
- it is a chance for us to 
play them at home.” 

Italy recorded an 
historic 22-15 win when 
the two teams last met at 
Stadio Olimpico in 2013, 
and Parisse added: “As 
Italians, we are not at the 
same level as Ireland. 

“It is important for us to 
be competitive and see if 
we are really, really far 
from them or if we are 
able to play a full match at 
our best and beat a team 
like Ireland. 

“It is important because 
we are going to play them 
in a few months’ time at 
the World Cup. 

“It is important for us 
mentally to know we can 
beat these teams.” 


Lancaster’s 

three-year 

frustration 


STUART LANCASTER 
admits England enter the 2015 
Six Nations nursing a deep 
sense of frustration at their 
failure to lift the crown for the 
past three years. 

Since succeeding Martin 
Johnson in 2012, Lancaster has 
presided over three successive 
runners-up finishes, the most 
agonising of which unfolded 
last season, when Ireland 
claimed the title on points 
difference alone. 

Adding to the disappointment 
was the fact the Irish had been 
dispatched at Twickenham and, 
but for a late try engineered by 
France in Paris, England would 
have been celebrating the 
Grand Slam. 

England are 
determined to 
issue a statement 
of intent with 
the Rugby 
World Cup they 
are hosting 
looming later in x 
the year, but 
Lancaster insists no 
team should expect to 
win the Six Nations. 

“We are frustrated that we 
haven’t nailed down that 
championship win - it does 


FACT! 

Brian O’Driscoll, 
who retired as a Six 
Nations champion with 
Ireland last season, 
holds the record for 
most tries in the 
championship 
with 26. 


by Duncan Bech 

bum inside us,” said Lancaster. 
“But you have to earn the right 
to stamp your authority. There 
are a lot of good teams out 
there who will have the same 
motivation as us. 

“We’ve been close a couple 
of times, when maybe the 
bounce of the ball another way 
could have made a difference. 

“We got to the stage where 
we want performances to lead 
to wins. Whatever it takes to 
win, we’ll try to achieve it.” 

The quest to end the 
four-year wait for Six Nations 
glory begins against Wales in 
_ Cardiff in a seismic 

opener that will either 
flood England with 
confidence or 
leave their title 
aspirations 
hanging by a 
thread after only 
I one match. 

' Preparations 
for the 
Millennium 
Stadium have been 
undermined by an injury 
crisis that has accounted for six 
members of the first-choice 
starting XV in Courtney Lawes, 


Joe Launchbury, Ben Morgan, 
Tom Wood, Brad Barritt and 
Manu Tuilagi. 

England’s midfield has been 
in a state of flux for years, but 
the uncertainty has increased 
with Barritt, Tuilagi, Kyle 
Eastmond and Owen Farrell in 
the treatment room and out of 
contention against Wales. 

“The game is on a Friday 
night, it’s in Wales who are a 
side stacked full of British and 
Irish Lions, and they don’t 
seem to have suffered as many 
injuries as we have, so they 
have that stability,” said 
Lancaster. “We back ourselves 
to get the best out of the players 
we do have, and we’ll see 
where we end up on selection. 

“It is a big game, but there are 
five big games coming round 
the comer in this Six Nations. 

“The priority is to get your 
process right, get your detail 
right, get the players to 
understand the game-plan, and 
then the game should come to 
us on the day. 

“We’ve got to make sure we 
prepare well and the rest should 
look after itself.” 

England are haunted by 
memories of their last visit to 
Cardiff, when their Grand Slam 



Stuart Lancaster has been a runner-up three times 


dream fell apart at the final 
hurdle with a humiliating 30-3 
rout leading to calls for the 
team to be rebuilt. 

There are likely to be only 
four survivors from that match, 
though more would have been 
playing but for injury issues. 

Last year’s 29-18 victory in 
the return fixture at 
Twickenham was the first taste 
of success against Wales of 
Lancaster’s reign, and the 
coach believes confidence is 
key to producing the same 
outcome in Cardiff. 

“That was an important 
game two years ago, and it’s 
right that you probably learn 
more from your defeats than 
your victories,” he said. 

“It’s important that we feel 


confident going back to Cardiff. 
We have to learn the lessons 
from two years ago, without a 
doubt. We didn’t play well 
enough on the day and, when it 
got to 17-3 at around 50 
minutes, we allowed ourselves 
to slip into trying to solve 
problems on our own. In 
international mgby you can’t 
do that. 

“We’ve learned the lessons 
about sticking to the plan, and 
we’ve done that a lot better 
recently, particularly in the 
Australia game last autumn. 

“A lot of the players who 
played in the 2013 game also 
played in the 2014 game. We 
had a good win against Wales 
at Twickenham, but Wales in 
Wales is different.” 


Old friends - and now rivals 


JOE SCHMIDT and Vem 
Cotter grabbed a chance for a 
quick drink after media duties 
at the Six Nations launch. 

Just two Kiwi expats 
catching up over a pint in west 
London, or so they would have 
you - and each other - believe. 

The two Test coaches may be 
firm friends and former 
comrades, but both possess a 
ruthless streak that dominates 
professional dealings. 

A swift half and a knowing 
smile, with both straining to 
subdue the Test match 
scheming that now underpins 
their relationship. 

The pair coached together at 
Bay of Plenty in 2003 and 
reprised that partnership to fine 
effect at Clermont Auvergne, 
before Schmidt kicked on with 
Leinster. A first Test clash 


by Nick Purewal 


awaits in this year’s Six 
Nations, with Cotter now 
coaching Scotland and Schmidt 
transforming Ireland into World 
Cup contenders. 

The schoolteacher versus the 
farmer: who are they kidding? 
These two heavyweights are 
finding it extremely difficult to 
hide their coaching lights 
among the humility. 

“I know the big fella pretty 
well, and he’s a very astute 
man,” said Ireland coach 
Schmidt of friend-tumed-rival 
Cotter. “He does play the 
Te Puke farmer thing a little bit, 
but that’s because he loves 
people to undervalue what he 
brings to the team. 

“He brings a strategic edge, a 
physical edge that he inspires 


from players, and I do think 
Scotland are going to benefit 
from that, and are going to be 
very, very tough to beat.” 

Schmidt can call out Cotter 
for playing down his own 
acumen and Scotland’s chances 
all he likes, but it is a trick the 
pair both employ. 

Former schoolteacher 
Schmidt has guided Ireland 
from ninth to third in the world 
rankings, and drove Brian 
O’Driscoll and Co to the 2014 
Six Nations crown. 

Cotter has a tougher task on 
his hands with Scotland, but his 
taskmaster approach is already 
driving progress. 

The two teams do not meet 
until the final round of this 
year’s championship, at 
Murrayfield on March 21. 
Whether dead rubber or 


championship decider, Schmidt 
admitted he would happily pull 
the wool over his friend’s eyes 
rather than hand him a Test 
match edge. The 49-year-old 
Ireland boss has no doubts 
Cotter would do just the same. 

Both coaches are famed for 
fixating on the tiniest of details, 
something Schmidt believes 
they almost honed in each other 
at Clermont. 

“I think he’s a massive 
competitor, I wouldn’t give him 
any tips - I’d try to give him a 
bum steer to be honest, if I 
could,” laughed Schmidt. 

“I think that drive for detail 
is something we bounced back 
and forth really. I learned a lot 
about the forwards from Vem, 
and he probably learned a bit 
about the backs, because he 
thought when we separated at 



Ireland coach Joe Schmidt 

training we were ducking away 
for a latte. 

“With Vem and myself there 
would be a mutual respect that 
we both know each other very 
well, so it’s very difficult to 
undo each other’s thinking 
about a game.” 
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We’re a 
smarter 
side now 


CHRIS ROBSHAW insists 
England will return to the scene 
of the most harrowing 
afternoon of Stuart Lancaster’s 
reign a smarter team. 

The 2015 Six Nations has 
served up a mouth-watering 
opener that will see injury - 
ravaged England limp into 
Cardiff to face Wales in the old 
rivals’ last meeting before 
colliding in the group stage of 
the forthcoming World Cup. 

Gaining that precious 
psychological edge will be a 
strong motivating factor at the 
Millennium Stadium, but so too 
will be the desire to avenge the 
chastening 30-3 rout two years 
ago that laid waste to 
England’s Grand Slam 
dream on the final 


by Duncan Bech 


FACT! 


day. 

Robshaw was 
at the helm for a 
mauling early in 
Lancaster’s 
stewardship as M 
head coach and 
will lead the 
assault on Warren 
Gatland’s team 
encouraged by growing 
maturity in his ranks. 

“We’re a better team now, 
and probably the biggest reason 
for that is the experience side 


The three players 
with most 
championship 
appearances are all 
Irish: Brian O’Driscoll 
(65), Ronan O’Gara 
(63) and Mike 
Gibson (56). 


of it. Potentially we were a 
little naive when we went there 
before,” said Robshaw. 

“We will be under no 
illusions how hard it will be, 
but we are a more composed 
side than we were last time. 
Around the 50-minute mark 
two years ago, we chased it a 
bit and unfortunately the 
floodgates opened. 

“It is about making sure we 
have that composure, and I 
think we do now that we are a 
bit more experienced.” 

Adding to England’s belief 
they can topple a Wales team 
populated by Lions players 
is the 29-18 victory at 
^ Twickenham last 
k year, a reference 
point Robshaw 
regards as just 
as valuable as 
the events in 
Cardiff of 2013. 
“We’ll look at 
that game to see 
what went right and 
what went wrong,” 
said Robshaw. 

“Things didn’t work as well 
as they should have, but we’ll 
also look at the match which 
we won last year and try to 


r 



Chris Robshaw feels the Millennium Stadium pain 


emulate that game more. But, 
of course, playing away from 
home is slightly different, 
especially in a cauldron of a 
stadium like the Millennium. 

It’s a great place to play rugby.” 

Even when considering the 
Six Nations as a whole, it is 
hard to look beyond the Friday 
night showdown against Wales 
as the outcome will have 
significant implications for both 
teams’ title aspirations. 

Victory over a fellow major 
contender builds momentum in 
the quest to seize Ireland’s 
crown, while defeat will land a 


morale-damaging blow months 
out from the World Cup. 

“Every team wants to go and 
win the tournament,” added 
Robshaw. “You don’t want to 
fall at the first hurdle, you want 
to get off to a winning start and 
go from there. All the attention 
is on that first game. 

“The beauty of the Six 
Nations is that it brings out the 
rivalry between the teams, 
friends or family members. It’s 
a brilliant part of sport. The 
excitement is building around 
this Wales game and hopefully 
it will be a great match.” 


Gatland playing cagey game 


WALES are unlikely to reveal their full 
hand in this season’s Six Nations as the 
Rugby World Cup countdown gathers pace. 

While Warren Gatland’s men should 
feature among the Six Nations title 
contenders - they have won it three times 
during his seven-year coaching reign - the 
autumn’s global spectacular dominates. 

Wales face a blockbusting Six Nations 
opener at home to England, before tackling 
successive away games against Scotland 
and France, but Gatland also knows how 
things evolve throughout 2015 will be key 
to their Rugby World Cup hopes. 

England and Australia are both in Wales’ 
World Cup pool, and Gatland has indicated 
the importance of the bigger picture. 

“You have always got to keep one or 
two things behind,” he said. “We’ve got to 
make sure that when we plan and prepare 
we have got something in our repertoire 
that’s a bit different. 

“With analysis these days, you can’t 
keep a lineout the same for two or three 


by Andrew Baldock 


games, and it’s the same with moves, 
because people just work you out. 

“The best example of that was the first 
half of the autumn Test series and first half 
of the season. Rhys Webb had been ripping 
teams apart, but they did their homework 
on him, making sure that they didn’t take 
dummies and closed down that corridor. 
The challenge for him as a No.9 is to look 
at other options and not force the issue. 

“You’ve got to keep a couple of things 
up your sleeve, be able to change and move 
on and evolve. 

“It would be nice to get the win against 
England, but we are very much looking to 
the World Cup, and there is a debate and 
discussion among the coaches about how 
much we show. 

“You don’t want to show your hand 
completely, but it’s important you go out 
there and play well and win at home. 

“We are lucky in terms of we know 


where our selection is, while England are 
still debating which way they are going, 
particularly at 10 and in midfield, and that 
will determine the type of game they play 
at the World Cup.” 

While Gatland’s squad features 
established big names such as Leigh 
Halfpenny, George North, Jamie Roberts 
and Sam Warburton, there is considerable 
interest around uncapped New Zealand- 
born back Gareth Anscombe. 

The Cardiff Blues fly-half, whose 
mother was bom in Wales, offers Gatland 
options in the No. 10 and No. 15 shirts, 
while young Newport Gwent Dragons 
backs Hallam Amos and Tyler Morgan 
could also make an impression. 

“Tyler will come in with us initially, and 
then we will release him to the Wales 
Under-20s for a few games,” Gatland 
added. “We see a huge amount of talent in 
him, while Hallam has continued to 
develop and he does cover wing and 
full-back and is a left-foot option.” 


Finn ready to 
be Scotland’s 
new No.lO rock 


FINN RUSSELL spent three 
years shivering in the cold as 
a stonemason before deciding 
he wanted to carve out a 
career in mgby. 

But now the Glasgow 
fly-half is the man Scotland 
hope can chisel through the 
defences of their Six Nations 
rivals and maintain their 
impressive progress under 
coach Vem Cotter. 

The 22-year-old from 
Stirling, below, was not even 
a Warriors regular when 
Scotland were being 
hammered in last year’s 
tournament, but a meteoric 
rise saw the former Stirling 
County youngster blast his 
way into the national team in 
the space of six months. 

His starting slot now looks 
set in stone after three 
rock-solid performances 
during the autumn - but 
Russell is just pleased to be 
out of the nine-to-five graft. 

He said: “I was a 
stonemason for three years 
after leaving school. On rainy 
days it could be pretty 
miserable. I worked out of a 
wee shed. It could be tough 
but I enjoyed it. I’d be 
making windowsills, door 
frames, fire places, even 
building walls. 

“But compared to playing 
rugby, it’s night and day. If I 
ever have a bad day at 
training, I think back to what 
it was like working in that 
cold shed. 

“When I got offered my 
academy contract with 
Glasgow three years ago, I 
wasn’t sure if I should accept 
it. But I looked around and 
thought: ‘Do I want to be here 
all my life or do I want to 
give rugby a crack?’ 

“Now I just sit and 
think how blessed I 
am that it has all 
paid off.” 

While Warriors 
team-mates 
Duncan Weir and 
Ruaridh Jackson 
were getting 
battered 
from 
pillar to 
post by 
England 
and 
Wales 
during 
last 
year’s 
dismal 
Six 


Nations under former coach 
Scott Johnson, Russell was at 
Scotstoun hoping to convince 
Gregor Townsend he was 
more than a third-choice 
No.lO. 

But by the time Glasgow 
had qualified for the Pro 12 
final, he had done just that as 
he started in Dublin, where 
the Warriors ultimately sank 
34-12 to Ulster. 

One of Cotter’s first acts 
after taking up the Scotland 
reins was to call up the 
exciting youngster to his first 
squad for the summer tour of 
North America. 

He then started all three 
November Tests with 
Argentina, New Zealand and 
Tonga and is in the box-seat 
to take on the play-making 
duties again when the Dark 
Blues kick off against France 
in Paris. 

If Scottish supporters were 
unsure who the fair-haired 
youngster expertly kicking for 
touch was as they beat 
Argentina, ran the All Blacks 
close and then thrashed 
Tonga, they soon found out. 

With a carefree attitude - 
illustrated by regular displays 
of his trademark dug-out 
dance routine - Russell 
appears to be taking life as an 
international in his stride. 

But trying to convince 
more experienced team-mates 
of his tactical calls almost left 
him shaking in his boots. 

He said: “Those three 
Tests, even Tonga, were a step 
up from the standard you get 
at club level. But it was a 
great learning ground for me. 

“I wasn’t overwhelmed by 
the experience, but I did find 
it surreal walking out at a 
packed Murrayfield to 
play for my country. 

“It was something 
I’d dreamed of since I 
was kid. So actually 
getting the chance to do 
it, especially against the 
best team in the world, 
was strange. It’s still hard 
to get my head round it. 
“But I have to get 
my head round it. 

I am the 
starting 10 for 
Scotland and 
there are 
a lot of 
responsibility 
and 

expectations 
on my 
shoulders.” 
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Betting guide 


England bidding to 
banish ghost of 2013 


by Sophie Bichener 

www.stanjames.com 


ENGLAND fans will no doubt 
be thinking back to 2013 and 
their side’s historic defeat at the 
Millennium Stadium as they 
face Wales in a Friday night 
opener to this season’s Six 
Nations championship. 

A 30-3 hammering sent 
England away with their tails 
between their legs, but will we 
see a similar result this time 
around, given that Stuart 
Lancaster’s men appear to be 
on an upward curve? 

England have, however, got 
plenty of injury woes going 
into the match. Owen Farrell 
could be a big loss as he was 
second top point-scorer in last 
year’s tournament, two behind 
Ireland’s Jonathan Sexton’s 66. 
That means much will now 
depend on the less experienced 
George Ford at fly-half. 

At the time of writing, our 
odds compilers think England’s 
injury problems - as well as 
home advantage - will give 
Wales the opening match. 


Stan James odds 

OUTRIGHT 


Ireland 

15-8 

England 2-1 

Wales 3-1 

France 6-1 

Scotland 

33-1 

Italy 

500-1 

OPENING GAMES 


Wales 

4-6 

England 

13-10 

Italy 

11-2 

Ireland 

1-6 

France 

1-5 

Scotland 

7-2 


A strong Ireland side face 
Italy on the first weekend. Italy 
coach Jacques Brunei has nine 
players over the age of 30 and, 
while experience is vital, they 
might struggle to withstand 
Ireland. 

Cian Healy and Sean 
O’Brian have been declared fit 
for the Ireland squad, which 
will no doubt boost the team’s 
confidence heading into the 


tournament. Ireland are 15-8 to 
defend their title and 11-2 for 
the Grand Slam. 

France could only pip 
Scotland 19-17 in last season’s 
corresponding fixture. These 
teams have played each other a 
total of 87 times with Les Bleus 
coming out on top 50 times. 

In the match betting, France 
are strong favourites at 1-5 to 
repeat last year’s win and 
Scotland are 7-2 to reverse it. 

Have you thought about who 
might be a wooden spoon 
contender? Italy are leading in 
the unwanted wooden spoon 
records with a whopping nine, 
compared to Scotland’s four, 
since the Six Nations was 
inaugurated in 2000. 

After finishing bottom last 
year, Italy are 2-9 to get the 
dubious honour once again 
with Scotland at 4-1. 

There’s always a Triple 
Crown for the Home Nations 
teams to be gunning for. 
England lead the overall 
standings with 24 Triple Crown 
wins, but Wales are closing in 
with 20. Ireland and Scotland 



Jonathan Sexton was last season’s top scorer with 66 


are level pegging on 10 each 
with Scotland last winning it in 
1990. That is partly why 
Scotland are currently at 25-1 
to win it, a strong Ireland side 
are 3-1 and England and Wales 
are at 7-2. 

■ For all the latest betting and 
specials, follow @StanJames 
on Twitter or go to Facebook/ 
stanjamesbet. All prices are 
subject to fluctuation. 



Six Nations quiz 

1 Who was player of the 
tournament last year? 

2 Which two nations 
contest the Giuseppe 
Garibaldi Trophy each 
year? 

3 On which ground did 
England beat Wales in 
the first championship 
match in 1882? 

4 Who captained France 
in last year’s 
championship in the 
asbence of the injured 
Thierry Dusautoir? 

5 Which two Italian 
forwards reached a 
national record 105 caps 
during last season’s 
championship? 

6 Who has played most 
championship matches 
for Wales? 

7 Seven players have 
scored a championship 
record seven penalties 
in a match. Who is the 
only Frenchman among 
them? 

8 Who kicked a 
championship record 19 
penalties during the 
2013 season? 

ANSWERS 
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Poore “baffled” 
by Foster exit 

VERWOOD Town boss Carl 
Poore is “baffled” by Carl 
Foster’s decision to join 
Sydenhams Premier rivals 
Bournemouth Poppies. 

Foster, who netted four goals 
in 26 appearances for the 
Potters this season, came off the 
bench during their 5-3 win at 
Folland Sports last Saturday. 

But, following the clash, Poore, 
pictured below, received a dou¬ 
ble blow when both Foster and 
Dan Munday announced they 
would be leaving for pastures 
new. 

Teenage striker Munday, who 
netted six in seven games on 
dual registration from Poole 
Town, has joined 
divisional high¬ 
fliers Blackfield & 

Langley. 

But what real¬ 
ly mystifies 
Poore is why 
Foster has gone 
to Poppies, who 
are just a point 
above Verwood in 
the Premier Division basement 
zone having played three games 
more. 

“Carl has been a big part of the 
squad all season,” said the 
Potters boss. 

“He had been on the bench in 
the past couple of games and 
decided he wanted to play regu¬ 
larly. 

“He said he wanted to go to 
Poppies, which baffled me. I was 
disappointed, but it was his 
choice.” 

As for Munday’s departure, 
Poore added: “We had a good 
thing going with Poole with Dan 
and that is going to end now. 

“I would like to have seen him 
progress a bit further and would 
have been happier if he had 
gone somewhere like Totton or 
Sholing in the league above. 

“He lives four miles from 
Verwood, so it is a bit of a shame. 

“But Blackfield are a bigger 
club and are looking to get pro¬ 
moted, so maybe that is why he 
has gone.” 

Verwood’s winning streak was 
halted on Wednesday when they 
lost 1-0 at ten-man Whitchurch 
United - a result that moved the 
Jam Boys up to fifth. 

Whitchurch had defender Adam 
Peason sent off on the hour but, 
having been second best for 
much of the first half, that set¬ 
back breathed new life into the 
home side. 

The deciding goal arrived 15 
minutes from time when Jack 
McCarthy hooked the ball over 
his shoulder, it struck a Verwood 
player and the referee awarded a 
penalty for handball. 

Ex-Sholing man McCarthy 
coolly converted from the spot. 


JENKINS PLANNING 2015/16 
SYDENHAMS TITLE CHALLENGE 


Wendy Gee 

wendy. gee@dailyech.o .co.uk 

NON-LEAGUE REPORT! 


AFC PORTCHESTER’S disrupted 
start to the season means they 
won’t be challenging for 
Sydenhams Premier honours 
this time round. 

But, with neighbours Petersfield 
and Moneyfields leading the charge 
for 2014/15 glory, Royals’ director of 
football Mick Jenkins is pleased to 
see the balance of Wessex power 
starting to turn Portsmouth’s way - 
and says Portchester are thirsting to 
be part of it in the very near future. 

Not since Gosport Borough’s tri¬ 
umph of 2006/07 has the Sydenhams 
crown headed down the eastern end 
of the M27 and, although Jenkins has 
a hunch Winchester City will prevail 
this year, he senses Portsmouth’s 
time will come. 

“It’s a very open league this year 
and it’s nice to see the Portsmouth 
area sides challenging again with 
Petersfield and Moneyfields right up 
there,” he said. 

“Over the past few years the 
league’s been dominated by clubs 
from the Southampton and 
Bournemouth areas and there’s not 
been too much of a challenge from 
down this way. 

“But Portchester have put them¬ 
selves on the map now and we’re 
looking to get ourselves in a strong 
position for next year. 

DISRUPTED 

“This season we were disrupted by 
injuries, suspension and unavailabil¬ 
ity early doors, but we feel we’ve 
improved the squad and the facilities 
and we want to challenge in the 
Wessex Premier next season. 

“Whether we’re good enough 
remains to be seen, but we’re work¬ 
ing hard to achieve it. 

“I will be looking for players to 
improve and strengthen us and help 



KEY MAN: Alex Baldacchino, centre. 


take us where we want to go.” 

That recruitment drive has already 
started with the likes of striker Alex 
Baldacchino, ex-Portsmouth 

Academy defender Josh Warren and 
former Havant & Waterlooville left- 
sided player Joe Noakes coming into 
the fold. 

More recently they have dual- 
signed midfielder Harry Wedlake 
from Havant as they continue their 
policy of giving young talent a 
chance. 

“There’s a real shortage of good, 
young players in the Portsmouth 
area and the few good ones there are 
tend to go to Havant, Gosport, 
Bognor etc,” said Jenkins. 

“We’re trying to give these players 
a vehicle to progress and, with the 
likes of Alex, Josh, Joe, Andy 
Rinomhota and the ’keeper Lloyd 
Thomas, we feel we’re getting a 
squad together to take us on to 
future seasons. 


“With Jamie Musselwhite, 
Sammy Igoe and Sean Thurgood 
here too, we’ve got a decent mix of 
youth and experience. For me, this 
is the strongest squad of players 
I’ve seen during my two years at 
the club. 

“Off the field, ground improve¬ 
ments are ongoing and we want to 
get the grading to go forward. 

REGENERATING 

“We’ve got new stepped terracing, 
which will accommodate 300-400, to 
finish, extra seats are going in for 
home/away officials, we’re regener¬ 
ating the old boardroom, we’ve got 
new drainage to go in and a few pitch 
issues to sort out. 

“Once we’ve got those bits done, 
we’ll be looking to get ourselves in 
strong position next season. 

“The squad’s improving every year 
and it’s all about getting the right 


blend and being sensible with the 
budget. 

“We’ve got good local sponsors who 
support us fantastically well, the 
hospitality’s going well and we’re 
putting the wheels in motion to be 
sustainable as a club rather than 
reliant on one person. 

“We just need to be a bit more con¬ 
sistent on the park. 

“We seem to struggle against the 
top sides in the league and that’s a 
mental barrier we have to break 
down if we are to stand any chance of 
getting up. 

“We’re trying to bring in the right 
type of player to get us over the line.” 

Having got a taste of glory in the 
Russell Cotes Cup last term, 
Portchester are now eyeing the 
Sydenhams Wessex League Cup. 

They caned Newport IoW 5-1 in the 
quarter-finals and now await the 
winners of the Horndean v 
Blackfield & Langley tie. 


Baldacchino ‘missing piece of jigsaw’ for Portchester 


MICK Jenkins hopes Alex 
Baldacchino’s goals can propel 
AFC Portchester to the upper 
reaches of the Sydenhams 
Premier next term. 

The Royals’ director of foot¬ 
ball has kept a keen eye on 
Baldacchino’s progress since 
his days as a young gun with 
Havant & Waterlooville and 
was quick to secure his ser¬ 
vices when he parted company 
with Southern League outfit 
Sholing last month. 

Baldacchino has already 
started firing for his new club, 


striking twice as a substitute in 
the 7-2 slaying of Horndean 
before bagging another in last 
Saturday’s 3-3 home draw with 
Andover Town. 

“I’ve been a big admirer of 
Alex for a number of seasons” 
said Jenkins. 

“He came through the Havant 
& Waterlooville youth system 
when I was a director there. 

“He had ankle problems at 
Sholing, but he’s fit now and 
has scored three goals in his 
first one-and-a-half games for 
us. 


“He made his first start 
against Andover and his gener¬ 
al play was exceptional. He’s a 
clever player, he makes good 
runs and he scores good goals 
with either foot.” 

After clocking up the miles 
with New Milton, Blackfield & 
Langley and Sholing, 
Baldacchino’s move to 
Portchester marks a return to 
his Portsmouth roots. 

“His desire last summer was 
to go higher and fair play to 
him for that,” said Jenkins. 

“He went to Sholing and 


things didn’t work out for him, 
but we’re a club who want to 
move forward and we want to 
be where Sholing are. 

“Hopefully Alex will be the 
missing piece of the jigsaw for 
us. 

“He had a prolific spell at 
Blackfield a couple of years 
ago where his partnership with 
Gibbo (Kevin Gibbens) played a 
big part in them winning the 
Wessex title. 

“We’d like to mirror that with 
Alex playing alongside Jamie STRIKE PARNER: 

Musselwhite.” Jamie Musselwhite. 



FOR THE LATEST NON-LEAGUE NEWS GO TO daUyecho.co.tMk 
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Non-league Football 



Bradbury 
red rage 

HAVANT & Waterlooville boss Lee 
Bradbury blasted “probably the 
worst refereeing performance I have 
ever seen” after watching his nine- 
man Hawks succumb 1-0 at home 
to Concord Rangers in the 
Conference South on Tuesday. 

Victory would have drawn the 
Hawks level on points with second- 
placed Bromley, but their hopes of 
wiping out Tony Stokes’ first-minute 
opener for Concord, which followed 
a mistake by experienced ex-Saints 
defender Pedro Monteiro (Pele), 
were sunk by Rochester referee Ian 
Cooper who sent two players off. 

Nic Ciardini was the first to walk 
for a second yellow card in the 
66th-minute - his second dismissal 
in as many matches - and Josh 
Huggins followed him four minutes 
later, shown a straight red for 
alleged violent conduct. 

Havant have now 
picked up four red 
cards in three 
games, beginning 
with Dan 
Strugnell’s early 
bath at Hayes & 

Yeading - but 
Bradbury does not 
feel any of them were 
justified. 

Speaking after the Concord game, 
he said: “It was a disappointing 
evening which started with us con¬ 
ceding a poor goal in the opening 
seconds. 

“But, as for discipline, I’m not sure 
how much more we can do. 

“In the last three games we’ve had 
four red cards - none of which I feel 
were sendings-off.” 

Neighbouring Gosport Borough 
moved back to within a point of the 
play-off zone last Saturday thanks 
to their prolific frontline pairing of 
Justin Bennett and ex-Saint Matt 
Paterson. 

Both were on target in Borough’s 
2-0 defeat of struggling Bishop’s 
Stortford at Privett Park. 

Proclaiming it a “thoroughly pro¬ 
fessional performance”, Borough 
boss Alex Pike added: “Our strikers 
made the difference again.” 




MARK Hughes’ Premier 
League side Stoke City 
are keen to take a closer look 
at one of Petersfield Town’s 
talented, young players. 

Ed Dryden, who has been an 
instant success since bursting into 
the first team at the Sydenhams 
Premier Division club this season, 
is heading to the Potteries for a 
week’s trial, writes WENDY GEE. 

Stoke scouts have been watching 
the 18-year-old for the last two 
months and they were among the 
200-strong crowd last Saturday 
watching Dryden play - and score - 
for the Rams in the 2-2 draw 
against Winchester City. 

Championship outfit Reading and 
two other unnamed clubs are also 
keeping tabs on the midfielder, who 
started the season in defence. 


Dryden will be heading to Stoke 
City for his trial next week (starting 
February 2). 

Petersfield Town manager Ian 
Saunders said: “Ed fully deserves 
his chance to earn himself a perma¬ 
nent place at a Premier League 
club. He is extremely talented and, 
for someone so young, he is a very 
sensible and thoughtful young lad. 

“It shows that we must be doing 
something right at Petersfield for a 
club at our level to attract the atten¬ 
tions of a Premier League club. 

“Obviously, we’d like him to stay 
but you can’t stand in the way of 
this kind of opportunity for a play¬ 
er.” 

Dryden is just one of a number of 
young players being given the 
chance to play regular first-team 
football for Petersfield. 

Luke Eaton and Max 


Whittingham from Havant & 
Waterlooville’s academy, Benny 
Read from Eastleigh’s academy and 
Matt Benham from Gosport 
Borough’s academy are all regulars 
in the Rams’ first team squad. 

Saunders added: “Our club is 
always prepared to give young play¬ 
ers further opportunities to 
enhance their careers and we are 
delighted to have some of the area’s 
best young talent at Petersfield. 

“What has happened to Ed Dryden 
shows what players can achieve by 
coming to our club and working 
their way up through the ranks 
from the youth and reserve teams 
into the first team. 

“Any young player who would 
like to be given the chance to 
advance their playing career is wel¬ 
come to get in contact with the club 
to discuss their future.” 


"It shows that we must be doing something right at Petersfield for a 
club at our level to attract the attentions of a Premier League club" 


Non-league 

News, 



Cuss celebrates 
Town milestone 

STEVE Cuss has taken his 150th 
league game in charge of 
Wimborne Town. 

Handily, that milestone coin¬ 
cided with a comfortable 3-0 win 
over Larkhall Athletic at 
Cuthbury last Saturday. 

Cuss was appointed successor 
to Alex Browne in April 2011 and 
recently became a director of 
the Southern One South & West 
club. 

The Larkhall victory was his 
51st league win as Magpies 
boss. 

Reflecting on his time with the 
club, Cuss, pictured below, said: 
“I’ve enjoyed every game. 

“It’s a great club 
to work for. 

“I involve 
myself with 
everything and 
we have put 
lots of things 
into the infra¬ 
structure. 

“We finished the 
Larkhall game with 
four under-18s on the pitch and 
that is something we are devel¬ 
oping constantly. 

“There is no magic wand in 
terms of a big playing budget 
and we can’t just go out and get 
players with substantial 
Southern League experience. 

“We have to develop our 
young players and that’s what 
I’ve done in the four years I’ve 
been here and that is the way it 
will continue. 

“We have made small 
progress. We are getting better 
each year in terms of points and 
we reached the first round of the 
FA Trophy this year. 

“We think we are growing as a 
club and going in the right direc¬ 
tion.” 



LOCAL AND NATIONAL FOOTBALL FIXTURES FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 


Sunday, February 1 
BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 

Arsenal v Aston Villa (1.30pm), SAINTS v 
Swansea (4pm). 

SKY BET FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

League 1: Bristol City v Fleetwood Town, 
Walsall v Gillingham. 

Monday, February 2 
BARCLAYS U21 PREMIER LEAGUE 
Division 1: Chelsea U21 v SAINTS U21. 

Tuesday, February 3 
SKY BET FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

League 1: Barnsley v Oldham. 

FA TROPHY 

Third round replay: FC Halifax v Dartford. 
VANARAMA CONFERENCE 
Premier: AFC Telford v Gateshead, Alfreton v 
Lincoln, Dover v Grimsby, Wrexham v Forest 
Green Rovers. 

South: Bromley v Farnborough, Hemel 
Hempstead v Wealdstone, Weston-super-Mare 
v Eastbourne Borough, Whitehawk v Bath City. 
EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Chippenham v Biggleswade, 
Dorchester v Arlesey, Histon v Bideford, 
Weymouth v Chesham. 

Division One South & West: Bridgwater v 


Wimborne, Cinderford v Larkhall, Swindon 
Supermarine v Mangotsfield, Yate v Clevedon. 

Red Insure Cup, fourth round: Poole Town v 
Truro City. 

RUSSELL COTES CUP 

Second round: Folland Sports v Sholing, 

Gosport Borough v Bashley. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Andover Town v Blackfield & 
Langley, Horndean v Bemerton HH, Petersfield 
v Whitchurch, Totton & Eling v Winchester City. 
PORTSMOUTH SENIOR CUP 
Moneyfields v US Portsmouth. 

Wednesday, February 4 

FA CUP 

Fourth round replay: Bolton v Liverpool. 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Christchurch v AFC 
Portchester, Fawley AFC v Newport loW 
(7.30pm). 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PRE¬ 
MIER LEAGUE 

Senior Division: Liss v Fleetlands. 
BASINGSTOKE SENIOR CUP 
Andover New Street v Rising Sun. 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Ringwood v Dorchester 
Town. 


Division One West: Downton v Laverstock & 
Ford, Hythe & Dibden v East Cowes Vies, 
Lymington Town v Bashley. 

John Stimpson Memorial Shield, league 
phase: B. Fareham Town v AFC Togtton. 

Thursday, February 6 
WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Premier Division: AFC Portchester v 
Winchester City. 

Saturday, February 7 

(FL games 3pm ko unless stated otherwise) 
BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 
Aston Villa v Chelsea, Everton v Liverpool 
(5.30pm), Leicester v Crystal Palace, Man City 
v Hull, QPR v SAINTS, Swansea v Sunderland, 
Tottenham Hotspur v Arsenal (12.45pm). 

SKY BET FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
Championship: Brighton v Nottm Forest, 

Derby v Bolton, Fulham v Birmingham, Leeds v 
Brentford , Middlesbrough v Charlton, Millwall 
v Huddersfield, Norwich v Blackpool, 
Rotherham v Ipswich, Sheff Wed v Cardiff, 
Watford v Blackburn, Wigan v Bournemouth, 
Wolverhampton v Reading. 

League 1 : Colchester v Crewe, Doncaster v 
Walsall, Fleetwood Town v Peterborough, 
Gillingham v Sheff Utd, Milton Keynes Dons v 


Bristol City, Notts County v Chesterfield, Port 
Vale v Bradford, Preston v Coventry, Rochdale 
v Leyton Orient, Scunthorpe v Oldham, 
Swindon v Barnsley, Yeovil v Crawley Town. 
League 2: AFC Wimbledon v Newport County, 
Bury v Exeter, Cambridge Utd v Wycombe, 
Cheltenham v Burton Albion, Mansfield v 
Stevenage, Northampton v Morecambe, 

Oxford Utd v Luton, Plymouth v Accrington 
Stanley, Portsmouth v Hartlepool, Shrewsbury 
v Southend, Tranmere v Carlisle, York v Dag & 
Red. 

VANARAMA CONFERENCE 
Premier: Aldershot v FC Halifax, Alfreton Town 
v Southport, Barnet v Woking, Bristol Rovers v 
Lincoln City, Chester FC v Dartford, Dover v 
Altrincham, Eastleigh v AFC Telford, Forest 
Green v Grimsby, Gateshead v Kidderminster, 
Macclesfield v Welling, Nuneaton v Wrexham. 
South: Basingstoke v Maidenhead, Bath City v 
Bishop’s Stortford, Chelmsford v St Albans, 
Concord v Sutton, Havant & Waterlooville v 
Farnborough, Hayes & Yeading v Eastbourne 
Borough, Hemel Hempstead v Gosport 
Borough, Staines v Bromley, Wealdstone v 
Weston-super-Mare, Whitehawk v Boreham 
Wood. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Bideford v Burnham, 


Cambridge City v Banbury, Chesham v 
Biggleswade, Dorchester v Cirencester, 
Dunstable v Hungerford, Frame v Truro, 

Hitchin v Histon, Poole v Weymouth, Redditch 
v Paulton Rovers, Slough v Corby, St Neots v 
Arlesey. 

Division One South & West: Bashley v 
Evesham, Bishops Cleeve v Larkhall, 

Bridgwater v Wantage, Cinderford Town v 
Taunton, Clevedon v Sholing, Didcot v AFC 
Totton, Shortwood v Fleet, Stratford v 
Mangotsfield, Swindon Supermarine v Merthyr 
Town, Tivertpon v Wimborne, Yate v North 
Leigh. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: AFC Portchester v Blackfield 
& Langley, Alresford v Verwood, Andover Town 
v Bournemouth Poppies, Fareham Town v 
Fawley AFC, Folland Sports v Petersfield, 
Hamworthy Utd v Horndean, Lymington Town 
v Moneyfields, Newport loW v Whitchurch, 
Totton & Eling v Brockenhurst, Winchester City 
v Bemerton HH. 

Division One: Downton v Hythe & Dibden, 

East Cowes Vies v Team Solent, Fleet Spurs v 
Pewsey Vale, New Milton v Andover NS, 
Ringwood v Amesbury, Romsey v Tadley 
Calleva, US Portsmouth v Cowes Sports. 
PUMA ENGINEERING HPL 


Senior Division: Bush Hill v AFC Stoneham, 
Clanfield v Liss, Colden Common v 
Fleetlands, Headley Utd v Paulsgrove, QK 
Southampton v Liphook, Winchester Castle v 
Overton. 

Division One: Hayling Utd v Andover Lions, 
Infinity v Lyndhurst, Michelmersh & Timsbury v 
Broughton, Upham v Four Marks. 

Combination: Fleetlands v AFC Stoneham, 
Liphook v Clanfield, Liss v Hamble Club, 
Otterbourne v Hedge End Rangers, Overton v 
QK Southampton, Paulsgrove v Headley Utd. 
HAMPSHIRE INTERMEDIATE CUP 
Quarter-finals: Cadnam Utd v Stockbridge, 
Hamble Club v Otterbourne, Hedge End 
Rangers v Baffins Milton Rovers, West Wight v 
Netley Central. 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Wyvern Challenge Cup, second round: 

Petersfield v Fawley AFC. 

Premier Division: Sholing v Moneyfields, 
Wimborne Town v Bemerton HH. 

Division One East: Alton v Tadley Calleva, 
Horndean v Newport loW, US Portsmouth v 
Folland Sports. 

Division One West: Blackfield & Langley v 
Romsey Town. 

John Stimpson Memorial Shield, league 
phase: B. AFC Totton v Verwood. 


TODAY’S LIVE ACTION - SEE PAGE 13 
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EXTRA -WIDE FITTING 
FOOTWEAR SPECIALISTS 


Ladies 

3-9 


Mens 

6-13 



Josef Seibel 

IT* [n^uiCanfciilStai 


4r 

riGKGr 

Van Dal rShde 

{>$ Radders^ 

•mr laolp&M (mi 1 - fHfP 


Off 

with this voucher 
until 7th Feb 


STEPHAN SHOES 

184, Portswood Rd 

(next to Sainsburys Superstore) 

Southampton, S017 2NJ 

Tel: 02380 554437 


£5 


s 

% 



Available here 7 |$Motability 

. i 


• USED EQUIPMENT 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 

• HIRE FACILITIES 

• FULL MAINTENANCE 
> BATH LIFTS 



EXTENSIVE RANGE OF 
WHEELCHAIRS AND 3 & 4 WHEELED WALKERS 


Call NOW 

Southampton 023 8055 7777 

www.disabledaids.org.uk 

Independence Building, Belgrave Road, Southampton SO 17 3ES 
tel: 023 8055 7777 

or Unit 4, The Industrial Business Centre, Grange Road, Christchurch 
tel: 01425 270666 

Finance arranged subject to status 



Kimbridge 

Restaurant 

/lhh/#s TearwMs 

Somewhere different, 
but traditional 

- ^ Explore the 

T (Pn traditional 
country 
pleasure of 
l ^ good food in 

an 

setting at 
Kimbridge ... 

We would love you to hold your 
wedding reception with us. 
E-mail for details 


■ w 


THE SPECIAL OFFERS BELOW WILL 
NEED TO BE BOOKED IN ADVANCE 

Monday to Thursday 

2 for 1 on all meals off the specials board 
12noon till 2pm 

Plus 2 for 1 on all full English breakfasts 
10am till 11am 

and afternoon cream teas 
3pm till 4pm 

T&C’s apply. Offer ends 28th February 2015 
Name. 


Address.. 


SuntoThurs 10-5 
FritoSat9-5 
01794 340556/777 
Kimbridge Lane, Timsbury, 
Romsey, Hants. S051 OLE 
www.kimbridgerestaurant.co.uk 

KIMBRIDGERESTAURANT@GMAIL.COM 


Find us on Facebook 



McTimoney Chiropractic 
* Colonic Hydrotherapy 
‘Acupuncture 
Nutrition 
• Massage 
And Many More 

For FREE e-brochure please ring 

023 8058 2245 
www.grovetherapy.com 

Email: admin@grovetherapy.com 

22 Grosvenor Road, Highfleld, Southampton, SOI7 1RT. 

023 8058 2245 


The Music Shop | 


Main Dealers for 

Laney, Musicman, 
Ibanez, Faith, 
Mark Amps, 
Sterling, Vox, 
Roland and Boss plus 
Many More 


New and Secondhand 
musical instruments 
& accessories 


1 Brook Road, Bitterne, Southampton S018 6AZ 
www.southamptonmusicshop.co.uk 

023 8043 7937 


CHANGEOFSTYLE 

GRANITE & STONE LTD 

FIND US AT 

www.changeofstyle.net 

• Manufacturers, suppliers 
and installers of granite 
and quartz worktops. 

• Traditional craftmanship 
and latest cnc technology. 

• Worktops cut and 
machined from our 
workshop in Totton 
Southampton. 

Opening Times 
Mon - Thurs 8am - 5pm 

Fri 8am - 4.30pm • Sat 9.30am -12 noon 


Cheekatrade.com 

Where reputation matters 


Free Quotation 


WS4 


Unit 16 South Hants 
Industrial Park, Eddystone Road, 
Southampton, S040 3SA. 

02380 669300 

Email: sales@changemail.co.uk 


carewatch 


supporting independence with care at home 




Due to a new contract win Carewatch are looking to recruit a number of committed Care and Support Workers who have the skill, 
passion and drive to work for a company who pride themselves in the care they deliver and the customers they support. 

The type of care that a Care and Support worker provides will vary depending on individual needs but it will always be to the highest of standards. 

Full training is provided and you will receive full support throughout your career with Carewatch. 

Part time and full time work is available in the following areas: 

Chandlers Ford, Eastleigh, Winchester, Andover and surrounding areas. 

What we offer: 

• Competitive pay rates • Bonus scheme for new starters • Travel time paid • Weekly expenses • Career progression 
• Fully paid Induction Training • Free uniform • Free DBS check • Other incentive schemes 

This is a fantastic opportunity for passionate and reliable individuals. To find out more or to apply for these roles, 
please contact our recruitment team on 02380 649200 or email regionalrecruitmentsouth@carewatch»co»uk. 

All applicants must be drivers with their own vehicles and positions are subject to an enhanced DBS check. 
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THE ULTIMATE 



FESTIVAL 


I th July 2015 Southampton Common 


cm me mwm 



1MOW0D 



The Ultimate 80s Festival returns to Southampton Common on Saturday 11th July 2015. Let's Rock 
Southampton! brings a huge line-up of artists to bring you the very best of the 80s, and with an action 
packed day of general 80s madness, there's loads to do for everyone at this Family Friendly Festival. 

2015 will see our new look, funky 80s themed VIP enclosure. Pay a visit to our 80s stylists for the ultimate 
80s makeover or simply kick back and relax in our comfy chill out zone or enjoy the outdoor seating area. 
Fancy dress is recommended, but not compulsory! 




Gates open 11am 
Festival starts 12pm 

For further information anc 
to book please visit 

www.letsrocksouthampton.com 



ft (■ C* www.letsrb^kf 


Absolute Qf\-. 
Radio |^.OUS 


offly 
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Child -CV 
Bereavement UK 







175 Years. Forever Cunarcl. 


Arriving in style with a true sense of occasion. Book a Mediterranean cruise and enjoy $500pp to spend on board with our compliments. 


(^\jEEN ELIZABETH (^\jEEN MARY 2 (^\jEEN VICTORIA 

Prices from £1149pp including flights and transfers plus $550 on board spending money per cabin. 

Offer ends on 28 February 2015. 


Bath, Travel 


Call into your local branch or 

Call 01202 238844 I bathtravel.co.uk 

PART OF THE UK’S LARGEST INDEPENDENT TRAVEL AGENT 


The on board spending money offer expires on 28 February 2015 and is applicable to new Cunard Fare bookings only and can be combined with Cunard Fare booking benefits. Valid on selected cruises departing May - November 2015. The on board spending money offer is not combinable with Early Saver fares and can be spent on board in 
the shops, bars, spa and shore excursions. On board spending money is per person, and varies by duration, is based on the number of nights spent on board, stateroom category and applies to the first two passengers sharing a stateroom. Fares shown are per person in £ sterling based on two adults sharing the lowest grade of stateroom available 
within the applicable stateroom type on 7 night cruise M527N and are subject to availability. Fares for sole occupancy and supplementary fares are available on request. Fares and other information are correct at the time of going to press. 
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in from the cold 


ALAN Walker-Harris admitted it 
was a relief to get back into 
Dorchester Town’s starting line¬ 
up after a five-match absence. 

The ’keeper was recalled by 
new Magpies player-boss Mark 
Jermyn for his first game in 
charge at Truro last Saturday. 

Before the trip to Cornwall, 
Walker-Harris, below, had not 
played since the 2-1 defeat 
against Slough on December 20. 

Former boss 
Graham Kemp 
dropped him for 
the Boxing Day 
derby against 
Weymouth and 
he remained 
behind Shane 
Murphy in the 
pecking order 
until last weekend. 

“I hadn’t played for a month but I 
wasn’t going to panic over it real¬ 
ly,” said the experienced former 
Wimborne and Eastleigh ’keeper. 

“I had to wait for my chance 
and it was a bit of relief to be 
involved again. I’m always train¬ 
ing anyway so I wasn’t going to 
feel rusty after four weeks out.” 

Third-to-bottom Dorchester lost 
2-1 at Truro, but it was a valiant 
display by the Southern Premier 
strugglers who, having gone two 
down, hit back with a 76th- 
minute header by ex-AFC Totton 
defender Matt Oldring before hit¬ 
ting the post late on. 


Stone backed 
to fire for Town 


DORSET Premier League hot- 
shot Luke Stone is being backed 
to deliver the goods higher up the 
pyramid. 

After netting 66 times in 50 
games for Merley Cobham Sports 
and former club Hamworthy 
Recreation, the 24-year-old has 
been handed his chance in the 
Southern One South & West with 
Wimborne Town. 

Wimborne boss Steve Cuss 
said: “There is a phrase about 
goalscorers always scoring goals 
at whatever level. 

“Luke has scored on a regular 
basis in the Dorset Premier 
League and we have been moni¬ 
toring him. He will continue to 
play for Merley on Saturdays and 
be available for us in midweek. 

“We will give him a feel for 
Wimborne and the Southern 
League and, if it works out for all 
parties, he will be with us on a 
full-time basis next season.” 

Cuss has also snapped up 17- 
year-old AFC Bournemouth 
Academy prospect Luke Holmes - 
son of former Cherries, Blackburn 
and West Ham star Mattie - on 
Southern League forms. 


In the Sports Pink last week, 
recent Eastleigh signing Brian 
Howard recalled his time with 
the Saints academy, Swindon, 
Barnsley and Sheffield United. 

The first part of PAUL 
MCNARAMA’S superb two- 
week interview ended with the 
midfielder moving back south 
to join Reading in 2009. 

His spell in Berkshire wasn’t 
the happiest of his career, and 
he went on loan to Millwall. 

Brian McDermott, who suc¬ 
ceeded Brenden Rodgers at 
the Reading helm in December 
2009, had his man-manage¬ 
ment skills tested when 
Howard returned from his time 
at The New Den a discontent¬ 
ed soul. 

Howard takes up the story ... 


“I had some family stuff going on, 
so I really lost interest in football for 
a few months. 

“I wanted to spend as much time 
down south with my family as possi¬ 
ble. 

“It was a shame because I was f 
training so well back at Reading. 

“I found out later that Brian 1 
McDermott wanted to throw me in, 
but he said my mental state wasn’t 
right. 

“The club was going for promotion 
- and did get promoted (winning the 
2011/12 Championship title with 
Saints runners-up). 

“He said he felt he couldn’t put me 
into the big games, because mentally 
I wasn’t right to play a game.” 

When his time at Reading ended in 
the summer of 2012, a stint that also 
included being part of the squad that 
lost a 2011 play-off final against 
Swansea and playing with the two 
men he considers the best he has 
ever lined up alongside -‘class-act’ 
Gylfi Sigurdsson and new neighbour 
Shane Long - Howard made a choice 
that he acknowledges might stir 
“mixed feelings” among some peo¬ 
ple. 

The Southampton boy signed for 
Portsmouth. 

“If it wasn’t local, I don’t think I 
would have signed,” he recalled. 

“I had family stuff going on. I was 
really keen to be as close to my fami¬ 
ly as possible. 

“I had good offers to stay in the 
Championship and move away, but 
what was going on with the club 
(Portsmouth), there were promises it 
would be bought out. 

“I was promised “You’ll come in, 
you’ll be club captain, we’ll build a 
team around you. It’ll be like when 
Saints went down to League One. 
We’re going to get promoted, bang, 
bang, bang.” 

“That was the idea. It sounded fan¬ 
tastic. 

“Ten minutes down the road from 


home, be around my family, be club 
captain at a huge club - because 
Portsmouth is a massive club. 

“It’s a business at the end of the 
day. Football is my career. 

“Whichever club I’ve ever put a 
shirt on for, I’ve always given 100 per 
cent.” 

Howard, with his agreed three-year 
deal still to be formalised, was 
forced, for two months, to keep giv¬ 
ing his 100 per cent even after being 
afflicted by a hernia problem. 

“A difficult time” concluded with 
Portsmouth unable to hold up their 


end of a ‘Championship contract’ 
and Howard, with an operation 
impending, was on the lookout for a 
new home. 

For the remainder of 2012/2013, 
that would be with Bristol City. 

Unable, however, to get his fitness 
up to speed, Howard was restricted 
to a handful of substitute appear¬ 
ances at Ashton Gate. 

A proud man, those three months 
in Gloucestershire have left an 
indelible blemish on a carefully cul¬ 
tivated footballing resume. 

“Then I get relegation on my CV 


without ever starting a game for 
them. I’d never had that on my CV 
before,” he commented. 

That particular lament came as 
Howard ruminated on what has been 
a nomadic last few years. 

A succession of moves since sign¬ 
ing at Fratton Park, though, did 
include the opportunity to embellish 
his CV with a chapter that had long 
been on the wish list. 

“Playing abroad has always 
appealed to me. Anybody who has 
watched my career knows that I’m a 
technical footballer and has said “the 


BEST OF THE BUNCH: Brian Howard, main 
picture, rates Gylfi Sigurdsson, inset left, 
and Shane Long, right, as the best players 
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The Brit abroad’s account of the 
off-field shenanigans that accompa¬ 
nied what ended up being a four- 
month stay at CSKA is every bit as 
intriguing as his detailing of on-pitch 
events. 

“Would Bulgaria be my first desti¬ 
nation? Probably not. 

“But CSKA Sofia, anybody of a cer¬ 
tain generation would know the 
club. 

“It’s a massive club with a massive 
history. 

“The first couple of months were 
fantastic. I got stuck into it and tried 


to learn the language. I gave it 100 
per cent. 

“Two months in, the investments 
weren’t happening. I started to not 
be paid. It began to affect all the lads. 

“It became difficult, every month: 
“You’ll get paid next week, you’ll get 
paid next week.” 

“Part of the deal was that they paid 
for accommodation. They didn’t pay 
that either, so you’re being threat¬ 
ened with being kicked out of your 
apartment. 

“I said I’d go back to England, but 
their response was ‘If you go back to 


England, we signed you here for one 
year, with the option for another 
year, we’ll hold your registration 
and you can’t play for two years. 
You’ll have to go to FIFA.’ 

“It became very difficult. I had to 
play it so clever. As soon as the win¬ 
ter break came in December I packed 
up my stuff, came home and said 
‘Right, let’s agree to break this deal. 
You owe me this much money, pay 
me half and get it scrapped.’” 

Despite training with Leyton 
Orient upon his return home, 
Howard couldn’t gain the clearance 
from his former Bulgarian employ¬ 
ers that would enable him to pen a 
contract at Brisbane Road. 

While keeping busy with the O’s, 
though, the player was approached 
by Birmingham and, in the new year 
of 2014, a deal to take him to the 
Championship strugglers was com¬ 
pleted. 

For all the strife he encountered on 
his European sojourn, Howard 
arrived in the Midlands with some 
newly created memories to cherish. 

He singles out for praise, among his 
CSKA team-mates, Algeria’s World 
Cup goalkeeper Rais M’Bolhi, who 
has since transferred to Philadelphia 
Union in America’s MLS and young 
Bulgarian starlet Ivaylo Chochev, 
prised to Italy by Serie A club 
Palermo last summer. 

Howard talks of a division with 
four tiers, from ‘Premier League 
standard’ Ludogorets, through to 
League Two calibre outfits and 
teams ‘I’d fancy us against.’ 

‘We (CSKA) would win some of the 
games seven or eight nil without 
really breaking sweat, and only 500 
fans would turn up. 

“We’d play the next week against 

Ludogorets and 25,000 would turn 

up, then, the derby against Levski 
(Sofia) has to be moved to the 
national stadium because it’s 
such a big game. 

“It’s a 30,000 sell-out, flares, 
fireworks, police either side of the 
road with fans marching down. 

“We won 3-0 and I’ve never seen 
celebrations like it. 

“The chairman came in after and 
was saying “triple bonus blah, blah, 
blah.” 

“We got paid some of our bonuses. 
When things went well they covered 
up not paying our wages by paying 
good bonuses. 

“We went on a run of winning 
seven or eight games and it was like 
‘double bonus, Monday, next week, 
next week.’ 

“It was an interesting time. As 
much as it was frustrating and diffi¬ 
cult at times, I’m glad I’ve experi¬ 
enced that in my career.” 

Delighted to be back in England, 
and with a fresh appreciation for both 
the protection offered to footballers 
here by the PFA and for the profes¬ 
sionalism that underpins this coun¬ 
try’s game - ‘there’s not a better set¬ 
up in world football’ - Howard raced 
out of the traps at Birmingham. 

Continued on page 36 
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way you play football, you should 
play abroad.” 

“It’s a slightly slower pace, it’s 
more technical, it’s pass and move 
which is the way I play. I was 30, had 
the offer and might not have got the 
chance again.” 

The identity of Howard’s pursuers 
in August 2013 was crack Bulgarian 
club CSKA Sofia, whose London 
based owner Laurence Davies had 
hired James Featherstone, a 
Cheshire based agent, to recruit 
English players to that country’s 
capital. 
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Killick praises 
Gilkes character 

POOLE Town boss Tom Killick 
believes former AFC Bournemouth 
youngster Harrison Gilkes is get¬ 
ting back to his menacing best 
after injury. 

The pacy frontman - son of 
Reading legend and ex-Saints loa¬ 
nee, Michael - has experienced 
mixed fortunes since joining the 
Dolphins following his release by 
Cherries at the start of December. 

He suffered a hamstring injury 
during the Dolphins’ FA Trophy 
defeat by Maidenhead before hit¬ 
ting the comeback trail earlier this 
month in a 1-0 home win against 
Burnham. 

Last Saturday there were definite 
signs of the young man’s sharp¬ 
ness returning as he had a hand in 
three first-half goals - including 
scoring a finely-taken second - as 
Poole returned to the Southern 
Premier summit with a 4-0 romp at 
Slough Town. 

Killick said of the former AFC 
Totton loanee, pictured below: “He 
has got electrifying pace and he 
really does scare defenders. 

“He’s getting his fitness back 
after being out for three or four 
weeks and it has taken him a cou¬ 
ple of games to reach 
his proper level. 
“Slough just 
couldn’t deal with 
him. He gave 
them all sorts of 
problems. 

“He created 
our first goal for 
Marvin Brooks 
with some really 
good play before scor¬ 
ing an excellent individual effort to 
make it 2-0. 

“He also got brought down for a 
penalty, which Steve Devlin tucked 
away on the stroke of half-time. 

“When young players get 
released by professional clubs, it 
tends to go one of two ways. 

Either they find it difficult to cope 
psychologically with the disap¬ 
pointment and it can take a while 
to recover, or they have an instant 
determination to bounce back. 

“From what I’ve seen, the latter 
looks to be the case with 
Harrison.” 

Luke Burbidge’s sublime scis¬ 
sors kick put the finishing touch to 
the runaway victory at Slough, 
making nonsense of Killick’s 
recent concerns about Poole’s 
lack of firepower. 

“I’m thinking of buying a new 
lawn mower with the striker fund 
we had been getting together 
because I don’t need it at the 
moment,” joked the Tatnam boss.” 

The free-scoring Dolphins were 
at it again on Tuesday, demolish¬ 
ing Bideford 6-0 away, through 
AFC Bournemouth loanee Joe 
Quigley (3), Brooks (2) and Devlin, 
to ease five points clear at the 
summit. 
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Former Juve 
striker joins 
the Moneys 


FORMER Juventus striker 
Vincent Pericard made his debut 
in the Sydenhams Premier 
Division this week, helping 
Moneyfields to a 1-0 win over 
Folland Sports to return to the 
summit of the league. 

The 32-year-old forward, who 
lists Saints and Portsmouth 
among his former clubs, played 
one game for the Italian giants in 
the Champions League against 
an Arsenal team containing the 
likes of Thierry Henry, Robert 
Pires and Patrick Vieira in 2002. 

He played alongside Antonio 
Conte and Edgar Davids in that 
Juventus side but left the same 



year. 

Pericard, pictured below, went 
onto play for the likes of Millwall, 
Carlisle, Swindon 
Town and Stoke 
City, making five 
appearances 
for 

Southampton 
on loan from 
the Potters in 
2008. 

The 6ft 1 in for¬ 
ward hadn’t played 
since turning out for Havant & 
Waterlooville in 2012 in the 
Conference South before making 
his return for high flying Moneys 
on Tuesday night. 

The Cameroon born attacker 
played 65 minutes before getting 
substituted because of a minor 
injury. 

The ex-France under 21 interna¬ 
tional tweeted his delight at play¬ 
ing in the Wessex Premier for the 
first time. 

“Thank you for tonight’s game. 
I’ve had fun and [am] happy to 
have contributed to a victory. 

Top of the table! Great lads!” he 
wrote. 

Pericard, who stepped in to 
help the Portsmouth-based team 
after top-scorer, Steve 
Hutchings, was suspended for 
three games, runs his own com¬ 
pany that specialises in looking 
after players off the pitch when 
they move to a new club. 

He is also involved with anti- 
discrimination organisation Kick 
It Out, as well as studying 
Business Studies at Portsmouth 
University. 

“He really enjoyed it and he 
looked pretty good,” Moneyfields 
assistant boss Graeme Gee said. 

“Vincent played up front on his 
own, which is a hard job, but he 
held the ball up well and did what 
we asked of him.” 



From page 35 

He took man-of-the match honours 
on his debut against Yeovil and then, 
in his second game, contributed a 
vital goal in a 3-3 draw with high-fly¬ 
ing Derby County. 

The highs and the lows, however, 
would appear to be cosy bedfellows 
in the football career of Brian 
Howard. 

The positive initial impact made by 
those early appearances at St 
Andrew’s was steadily eroded by a 
fractured toe sustained in training. 

The injury eventually led to six 
weeks on the sidelines and some¬ 
thing of a ‘Groundhog Day’ situation, 
as Howard fought to regain fitness 
and win a spot back in a side 
embroiled in a fierce scrap for safety. 

Birmingham survived, but with the 
player’s short-term contract up it 
was time to take stock. 

The nomadic existence had taken 
its toll. 

“In the summer I needed to make a 
career decision, but (also) keep my 
wife and family high up (in my 
thoughts). 

“You live in hotels for months. It 
doesn’t just affect your football. It 
affects your personal life - it affected 
my relationship with my wife and 
my family.” 

UPROOT 

Offers from further afield, even 
that of a 12-month deal proposed by 
Barnsley, couldn’t persuade Howard 
to uproot again. 

“I spoke to the gaffer here (Richard 
Hill) and said “I’ve had these offers.” 

It was handy, because Reidy (Paul 
Reid) had moved into mine while he 
was looking for a place to live. 

“I said to him “I know Hilly from 
last year (Howard trained with 
Eastleigh during pre-season in 2013, 
ahead of his move to CSKA Sofia) 
and I’ve turned down these two 
deals.” 

“It was Reidy’s first day at training 
and I said ‘See if it’s alright if I come 
in to training to tick over. I don’t 
want to take the mick again.’ 

“Hilly said ‘It’d be great to have you 
in again.’ 

“A conversation was (subsequent¬ 
ly) had. Hilly said ‘This is what’s 
going on here - would it interest 
you?’ 

“I told him that I had an offer from 
Oxford and that I wanted one more 
go at the Football League. 

“It was a manager that I know well 
(Michael Appleton, who took 
Howard to Portsmouth).” 

Oxford United and Brian Howard’s 
relationship, however, would be 
short-lived; his mutually agreed 
departure from the Kassam Stadium 
being announced shortly before 
Christmas. 

The player, who describes himself 
as ‘an Eastleigh lad -1 went to school 
down the road (at Alderman 
Quilley), my Mum lives down the 


road, I didn’t move from Eastleigh 
until I went to Barnsley. “For 22 
years of my life I lived in Eastleigh. 
All my family are here’ - was coming 
home. 

Things at Oxford had unravelled in 
what was becoming an all too famil¬ 
iar and deeply frustrating fashion. 

“It was great at first, then I took 
another little knock and was out of 
the team. 

“I went back into the team, then a 
couple of conversations were had 
between me and people at the club - 
about things we didn’t see eye-to-eye 
on. 

“The club wanted to go in a certain 
direction - I could see it, but it’s not 
ready to go in that direction yet, 
although that’s not for me to be talk¬ 
ing about. 


“I said to Oxford ‘OK, it might be 
best if I go elsewhere. There’s no 
point in wasting my time, or wasting 
your time.’ 

“I phoned the manager here and I 
said “If I get my contract cancelled at 
Oxford - and I had a couple of other 
options and phone calls in the week 
before I came here - it’s time now.’” 

CHEERED 

Time, the Spitfires high-profile 
signing believes, “to achieve some¬ 
thing - if you look back at my career, 
with most of the clubs, I’ve at least 
reached the play-offs.” 

Howard is especially cheered by 
being back in a forward-looking, sta¬ 
ble environment; the type of place he 
had become accustomed to until his 


recent short-term scrapes. 

“Everything had been (about) pro¬ 
motion (prior to 2012). 

“I look back at that now, and it 
affected me, being in a team that was 
struggling, because I’d never experi¬ 
enced it before. If you look at all 
those; Portsmouth, Birmingham, 
Sofia, even Bristol City, there were 
massive cutbacks because money 
had gone. 

“It’s off the pitch stuff that then 
affects what happens on the pitch. 

“It does grind you down. It becomes 
a difficult place, every day, to go to 
work and enjoy yourself. 

“You play your best football when 
you enjoy your football. 

“It’s a chance (with Eastleigh) to 
still train and love my football. 

“I spoke to my agent on the phone 
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SPOT OF BOTHER: Brain Howard reacts after his chipped 
penalty is saved by Lincoln City keeper Paul Farman. 


have smashed it 


If I knew Preecey 


E IN SPORT 


DEBUT: Brian 
Howard holds the 
ball up for Eastleigh 
against Lincoln 
City. 


RIGHT: Brian 
Howard during his 
time at Saints. 


can win a tight game, see that (deci¬ 
sive) pass or (with my) finishing. 

“I’m not afraid to try different 
things. Sometimes it might frustrate 
people, or frustrate myself. 

“But, if you don’t try it, it will never 
come off. You want to win games. 
Anyone can go out there and pass the 
ball sideways. 

“For my first game, the gaffer said 
‘Just sit on the bench and have a look 
at it.’ 

“I thought, that day, we were all 
over Altrincham (Eastleigh lost 2-0 
on January 4), but what was missing 
was a bit of quality around the final 
third. 

“If you look back at the Lincoln 
game, around the final third, not just 
myself, we were very bright, very 
bright. 

“One-twos, running off the ball and 
I think, at this level, players won’t 
get that. 

“Jai Reason, (James) Constable, 
(Jack) Midson, Craig McAllister, 
Strevs (Ben Strevens), Stanners 
(Craig Stanley), clever players. 

“Little one-twos, one-touch pass¬ 
ing, bang, bang, bang. 

EFFERVESCENT 

“Look at the great teams that do it - 
Barcelona. We can do it at this level, 
in the final third.’ 

Howard is off his long-run now, 
effervescent as he considers the 
prospects for the months ahead. 

His excitement is palpable. 

“We need to get out there and have 
a run of games together, play 
together and get that ball moving 
quickly. 

“Once you start having confidence 
in each other you start playing that 
pass rather than having a touch 
because you have a trust in your 
team-mate. 

“You’ll make that run, because you 
know he’ll find you, rather than 
making ten runs and not getting the 
ball. 

“I spoke to the manager (before 
signing) and said ‘I’m not going to 
beat around the bush, I’m not ask¬ 
ing for silly money. Let’s just sign 
this until the end of the season. It 
gives me a chance to be at home, 
enjoy my football, a chance to get 
my local club into the Football 
League and then we’ll sit down in 
the summer.’ 

“If I can come here and be a mas¬ 
sive influence on getting the club 
into the Football League, it just 
makes sense.” 

This move ‘home’ for Brian 
Howard, if he has his way, will 
come to be bracketed with the ‘mas¬ 
sive highs’ that have signposted a 
footballing odyssey touched by star¬ 
dust. 


Follow me on twitter 
@mcnamara_sport 


yesterday and he asked how it’s 
going. I said ‘I’ve got a smile back on 
my face. I’m enjoying football. I 
enjoy the crack with the lads.’” 

Howard made his first Spitfires 
start in what was arguably his side’s 
standout performance of the season 
so far; a 4-0 demolition at the 
Silverlake of Lincoln City on 
January 10 that propelled Hill’s men 
into a play-off spot. 

The debutant was integral to a 
rhythmic, fluid home display. 

He also, as if to confirm the topsy¬ 
turvy emotions that football wilfully 
inflicts on its participants, fluffed 
his lines when taking the first of 
three penalties - remarkably, all 
spurned - awarded to the victorious 
team. 


Howard’s chipped effort drifted 
into the hands of an unmoved Paul 
Farman in the Lincoln goal. 

An explanation for his impudent 
effort - and its grizzly end - was 
forthcoming. 

“I took the penalty, he (Farman) 
caught it and said “Haha, you cheeky 
‘few words’...I saw that on YouTube 
last night.” 

PENALTIES 

“I then saw their goalkeeping 
coach, I didn’t know he was there, 
David Preece, who was at Barnsley 
and was at Portsmouth for a bit 
when I was there. 

“He said they stayed in a hotel the 
night before, sat the goalkeeper 
down with YouTube, and showed 


him three penalties with me chip¬ 
ping it down the middle. 

“He (Preece) said: “If Brian takes a 
penalty tomorrow he’ll try and chip 
you down the middle.” 

“If I knew Preecey was there, I 
wouldn’t have done it. I’d have 
smashed it in the corner! 

“But I thought ‘I’ve taken seven or 
eight of them in my career, three in 
first team games. 99.9 per cent of the 
time, the ‘keeper moves - down the 
middle is the safest option.’ He’s read 
it, you know, that’s the way I play.” 

The way he plays is why Hill has 
embraced the opportunity to have 
Howard on board. 

“The manager pulled me this week 
and told me that he’d brought me in 
to be a difference-maker. 

“Add that little bit of quality that 


Non-league 
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Young Cherries 
into semi-finals 

FORMER Christchurch winger 
Harry Cornick led AFC 
Bournemouth’s development 
squad into the semi-finals of the 
Hampshire FA Senior Cup. 

Coach Stephen Purches’s side 
fell behind to a 25th-minute Gary 
Austin strike away at Sydenhams 
Premier outfit Horndean on 
Tuesday. 

But the young Cherries upped 
the ante after the break and cap¬ 
tain Cornick, pictured below, 
starred in the central striker’s 
role, scoring two and setting up 
another for Josh O’Hanlon in their 
3-1 victory. 

Assessing the game, Purches 
said: “Their goal came from a long 
ball, which was dis¬ 
appointing 
because they hit 
us with a few of 
those and, 
overall, we 
stood up to it 
quite well. 

“We changed 
things round at 
half-time to try and 
make sure we played with more 
speed and, to be fair to the play¬ 
ers, they stuck with it and 
believed in what they were doing 
on a difficult pitch.” 

Cherries join Southern League 
Sholing and Conference South 
duo Gosport Borough and 
Farnborough in the semi-final 
draw and Purches doesn’t mind 
who they get in the last four. 

“There are some good clubs left 
and whoever comes out will give 
us a good test,” he said. 

Horndean manager Dave Carter 
was immensely proud of his 
Wessex League troops, pointing 
out: “Bournemouth are profes¬ 
sionals. Some of our boys have 
been out laying concrete blocks 
all day, while they have been 
down the training ground working 
on throw-ins and free-kicks.” 



Chairman Phelps 
steps down 

PAUL Phelps has stepped down 
as Newport loW chairman after 
seven years at the St George’s 
Park helm. 

Senior officials will look after the 
Sydenhams Premier Division club 
while a successor is found. 

The Newport IW Supporters’ 
Trust, who own the Island club, 
have thanked Phelps for his hard 
work and commitment. 

A statement from Phelps said: 
“Although there is never a right 
time to go, I am approaching 75 
and felt I should go before I start 
nearing 80. It has been a privilege 
to be chairman of Newport 
Football Club and I have enjoyed 
every minute.” 


SYDENHAMS WESSEX ROUND-UP APPEARS IN TUESDAY’S DOILY ECHO 










































38 


THE DAILY ECHO 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 31, 2015 


Non-league Football 



TEMPO TRAVEL CITY OF SOUTHAMPTON 

SUNDAY LEAGUE 

(standings do not include this weekend’s games) 

Senior Division 


P W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

AFC Bursledon 

8 

6 

1 

1 

42 

9 

19 

KRL 

8 

6 

0 

2 

41 

13 

18 

AFC West End 

8 

5 

1 

2 

24 

9 

16 

Hamble Roll Call 

5 

5 

0 

0 

22 

4 

15 

Yacht Tavern 

9 

4 

0 

5 

21 

24 

12 

Sholing United 

6 

3 

0 

3 

18 

19 

9 

Cricketers Arms 

9 

3 

0 

6 

25 

28 

9 

Bush Hill & NH 

4 

1 

0 

3 

10 

18 

3 

Aldermoor United 

11 

0 

0 

11 

8 

87 

0 

Junior Division One 


P W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

Ice House 

10 

8 

0 

2 

45 

26 

24 

Glen 

13 

7 

0 

6 

49 

38 

21 

Landguard Rovers 

10 

5 

1 

4 

38 

27 

16 

AFC Riverside 

10 

5 

1 

4 

21 

21 

16 

Titans 

6 

4 

1 

1 

18 

9 

13 

Sky Blues 

10 

4 

0 

6 

23 

40 

12 

Chamberlayne Ath 

11 

3 

1 

7 

23 

28 

10 

AFC Portswood 

6 

3 

0 

3 

20 

27 

9 

RS Ocean Village 

7 

2 

0 

5 

18 

26 

6 

Chartwell Green 

7 

1 

2 

4 

13 

26 

5 

Junior Division Two 


P W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

S & D Youth 

12 

7 

1 

4 

39 

36 

22 

Itchen Saints 

8 

6 

2 

0 

41 

12 

20 

Hamble Roll Call Res 10 

6 

2 

2 

33 

16 

20 

Testlands 

7 

5 

0 

2 

26 

10 

15 

Pheonix AFC 

8 

4 

0 

4 

16 

26 

12 

Boyatt Wood Wndrs 

6 

3 

1 

2 

16 

16 

10 

Lokomotive Eastleigh 

9 

2 

3 

4 

20 

25 

9 

LH Galaxy 

11 

0 

3 

8 

14 

35 

3 

Athletico Tin Hut 

7 

0 

0 

7 

8 

37 

0 

Junior Division Three 

P W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

Hedge End Athletic 

8 

8 

0 

0 

58 

10 

24 

Trant 

10 

8 

0 

2 

52 

13 

24 

Test Valley Spartans 

9 

5 

1 

3 

28 

29 

16 

AFC Bishopstoke 

8 

3 

2 

3 

17 

21 

11 

Young Boys 93/4 

6 

3 

0 

3 

19 

20 

9 

AFC Velmore 

6 

2 

0 

4 

14 

18 

6 

Bishops 

6 

2 

0 

4 

16 

28 

6 

Fleming Sports 

10 

1 

2 

7 

20 

44 

5 

Chartwell Green Res 

9 

1 

1 

7 

10 

51 

4 

Junior Division Four 


P W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

Marchwood Rangers 13 

9 

1 

3 

44 

26 

28 

AFC Southbrook 

9 

6 

0 

3 

35 

23 

18 

Durley 

10 

5 

3 

2 

26 

17 

18 

Shelfside 

9 

5 

0 

4 

45 

36 

15 

Carnival UK 

9 

4 

1 

4 

39 

33 

13 

Eastpoint 

9 

4 

1 

4 

25 

33 

13 

King George 

6 

4 

0 

2 

20 

15 

12 

Holbury United 

12 

4 

0 

8 

38 

46 

12 

Royale Marine 

8 

2 

1 

5 

17 

22 

7 

Otter Sunday 

9 

0 

1 

8 

10 

48 

1 

Junior Division Five 


P W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

Dorchester Arms 

9 

8 

0 

1 

52 

9 

24 

Brook Park Sports 

9 

7 

0 

2 

46 

12 

21 

Sholing Monks 

9 

7 

0 

2 

35 

23 

21 

Portswood United 

14 

5 

3 

6 

39 

28 

18 

Curbridge 

7 

5 

1 

1 

28 

6 

16 

Bitterne Ducks 

10 

5 

1 

4 

33 

33 

16 

Burridge AFC 

7 

3 

1 

3 

22 

14 

10 

Portside 

5 

2 

0 

3 

11 

8 

6 

Itchen Albion 

8 

2 

0 

6 

10 

36 

6 

St Minions 

8 

1 

0 

7 

15 

62 

3 

Soton SeaHawks 

10 

0 

0 

10 

5 

65 

0 

Junior Division Six 


P W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

Netley Royals 

12 

9 

1 

2 

41 

26 

28 

Mottisfont 

9 

9 

0 

0 

57 

7 

27 

Hunters Inn 

11 

9 

0 

2 

50 

10 

27 

Fawley RBL 

9 

7 

1 

1 

46 

18 

22 

Sporting Compass 

10 

3 

2 

5 

21 

39 

11 

AFC Spitfire 

9 

3 

1 

5 

20 

28 

10 

JSC 

11 

3 

0 

8 

18 

30 

9 

Unity 

9 

2 

1 

6 

15 

35 

7 

AFC Phoenix 

9 

1 

1 

7 

13 

39 

4 

Bannister Park 

11 

0 

1 

10 

9 

58 

1 

Junior Division Seven 

P W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

AFC Waterside 

10 

9 

1 

0 

78 

5 

28 

Portswood Utd Res 

12 

8 

1 

3 

55 

26 

25 

Dorchester Manor 

10 

7 

0 

3 

43 

22 

21 

AFC Bishopstoke R 

8 

5 

1 

2 

33 

16 

16 

Woodside AFC 

12 

4 

1 

7 

25 

52 

13 

Lyndhurst Junior FC 

5 

4 

0 

1 

30 

8 

12 

Netley RBL 

9 

3 

0 

6 

28 

29 

9 

AFC Carnival 

11 

2 

2 

7 

20 

60 

8 

Chamberlayne Ath Resl 1 

2 

2 

7 

17 

73 

8 

Testwood Tornadoes 10 

0 

2 

8 

18 

56 

2 
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FORMER Eastleigh defender 
Ross Bottomley netted four 
times to send Hamble Roll Call 
through to semi-final of the AJ 
Miller Itophy with a 6-1 thrash¬ 
ing of Sholing United. 

Whitchurch’s Jack McCarthy was 
on target and so was Folland Sports’ 
Matt Burt to complete the rout. 

Greg Ainsworth replied for United. 

KRL joined Roll Call in the semis 
with a 4-1 defeat of Bush Hill & 
Newton Heath 1977. 

Alex Gudgeon, Scott Sanders, 
Shaun Looker and Mike Saunders 
struck for the Senior Division high 
fliers. Sean New replied. 

It was far closer in the other quar¬ 
ter-final but Craig Harding’s second 
half strike wasn’t enough for AFC 
West End as they dropped out 2-1 to 
AFC Bursledon. 

Junior 7 table toppers AFC 
Waterside beat Bitterne Ducks from 
two leagues above in a dramatic 
extra time thriller in the 
Southampton FA Junior B Cup last 
eight. 

Dean Lamb struck four times, 
while Michael Baker and Sean 
Parker netted one apiece to seal the 
win. 

Michael Thomas, Chris Pye, Zaine 
Rashid and Wayne O’Dell’s brace 
replied but it wasn’t enough as five 
extra time goals made for a breath¬ 
less finale. 

Junior 5 Curbridge pulled off a 
shock as they hit Junior 4 leaders 
Marchwood Rangers 4-1 in their 
quarter-final clash. 

James Drewery, Karl Littleboy’s 
double and James Pitre gave 
Curbridge the unexpected result. 
Ben Saunders replied for shell¬ 


shocked Rangers. 

King George narrowly avoided a 
similar shock as the Junior 4 side 
had to come from behind to beat 
Lyndhurst JFC from three divisions 
below 4-3 in their last eight tie. 

Mike Huggett’s double had given 
the New Forest side a 2-0 lead at the 
half and Ben Hatch gave them a 
third before George resurged. 

Mark Phillips netted a brace, 
David North and Michael Pink hit 
one each to complete the comeback. 

Chartwell Green’s miserable sea¬ 
son continued as Boyatt Wood 
Wanderers consigned them to a 3-0 
Southampton FA Junior A Cup 
quarter-final defeat. 

Ant Gregory, Craig Phillips and 
Justin Palmer sent buoyant Boyatt 
through to the last four. 

Meanwhile, in the DR Ryder 
Trophy second round, Titans beat 
Sky Blues 4-1 in an all Junior 1 tie. 

Danny Martin, Sam Martin and 
Aiden Reidy’s double sealed it. Ryan 
Martin replied. 

In the other second round game 
Testlands won 6-5 on penalties 
against AFC Portswood after the 
scores were level 3-3 after extra 
time. 

The Junior 2 side held their own as 
Luke Newman, Jordan Annetts and 
Dan Annetts netted in normal time. 

Erik Makate’s double and Ian 
Lipscomb saw the Junior 1 third- 
from-bottom side send it all the way 
to spot kicks. 

Joe Crook, Dan Annetts, Jay 
Griffin, James Barnett, Luke 
Newmman and Nat Newman struck 
from 12 yards to edge past 
Portswood. 

Nick Green, Makate, Darren Pitt, 
Matt Ryan and Mike Knappett 
responded from the spot. 


FORMER SPITFIRE: 
Ross Bottomley net¬ 
ted four times for 
Hamble Roll Call 


Three hat-tricks for Arms 


AARON Heskins, Kieran Hine, 
Matthew Whitman all hit hat-tricks 
as Dorchester Arms thrashed St 
Minions 12-0 in the City of 
Southampton Sunday League 
Junior 5. 

The league leaders were 6-0 up at 
half time against the strugglers. 

Blake Salvin, William Bellows and 
Jordan Smith completed the annihi¬ 
lation. 

Elsewhere in Junior 5, Portside 
pulled themselves away from the 
relegation zone with a 6-0 battering 
of bottom side Southampton 
Seahawks. 

Josh Medway (2), Iain Chalmers, 
Nathan Turner, Alex Azadegan and 
Kemi Utah all found the target. 

Stephen Newman, Kevin Thorne 
and Terry Griffiths hit a goal each at 
Sholing Monks continued to put 


pressure on at the top of the division 
with a 3-1 win over Portswood 
United. 

Joe Watts replied for the fourth 
placed side. 

Ashley McGimpsey fired in an 
incredible five goals to keep Hunters 
Inn in the Junior 6 title race with an 
9-0 battering of strugglers AFC 
Phoenix. 

Henry Rule netted twice, Rob 
Pearce and Dan Lace scored one 
each to complete the victory. 

Top side Netley Royals slumped to 
a rare defeat 4-3 to mid-table outfit 
Sporting Compass. 

Royals were 1-0 up at the break but 
Toby Wilkes’s brace, Steve Moss and 
Adam Tahir consigned them to 
defeat. Connor Ghosh, Jack Crook 
and an own goal replied. 

James Willis’s hat-trick sent 


Fawley RBL on their way to a 7-1 
win over Unity. 

Brendon Wright, Dave Otworoski, 
Gareth Drummond and Philly 
Bryan were also on target. 

Mottisfont kept pressure on the top 
of the division with a 2-1 win over 
JSC. 

Dan Scott and Matt Bosanquet net¬ 
ted. Nick White replied. 

AFC Spitfire pulled away from the 
foot of Junior 6 with a 4-1 win over 
bottom side Bannister Park. 

Matt Coulthard (2), Jamie 
Crewdson and Dan Richards were 
on target. David Court responded. 

In the only game in the Senior 
Division, Yacht Tavern scrapped 
past strugglers Aldermoor United 
with a 2-1 win. Harry Wheeler and 
James Moorman netted. Anthony 
Cairney replied. 


Five-star ladies 

Saints Ladies 5 St Nicholas 0 

SAINTS made hard work of beating 
Women’s Premier League SW 
Division 1 strugglers St Nicholas. 

The visitors felt hard done by at 
trailing 1-0 at the interval, before 
Saints struck four times in the sec¬ 
ond half. 

Saints took the lead in bizzare 
fashion when a Jess Lewry corner 
was cleared to the edge of the box 
where Leah Shave’s shot struck 
Sheriden Palk on the heel and flew 
in the opposite corner giving keep¬ 
er Collette Bell no chance. 

The second half saw Saints more 
on their game with much improved 
possession. 

The lead was doubled on 65 min¬ 
utes as a patient build up saw Aliss 
Wheeler deliver a superb ball in 
from the left which resulted in an 
own goal. 

It was 3-0 on 70 minutes as 
Midge Browning side-footed past 
the advancing Bell. Saints netted 
again when Becki Bath picked up 
the ball centre field 30 yards out 
and let fly. 

Saints keeper Haughton rarely 
had to make a save but on 83 min¬ 
utes pulled off a world class stop, 
stopping Megan Bloomer’s eight 
yard blast. 

Pressure pays 

St Francis U14 0 Saints U13s 5 

SAINTS’ pressure eventually told 
with Kia Anteney deservedly getting 
the first goal with a long shot which 
the keeper failed to hold. 

Saints’ defence still had to work 
hard and Sian Bradbeer, Manisha 
Kaur and Emily Gook were up to 
the challenge. 

Alicia Hill and Megan Theobalds 
worked well in midfield and Imogen 
Twigt seemed to take ownership of 
every St Francis goal kick to launch 
the next attack. 

Further shots from Jennifer King, 
Megan Theobalds and Imogen 
Twigt but with no success. Beth 
Turner provided the cross from 
which Jennifer King headed in to 
give Saints a 2-0 half-time lead. 

Saints continued where they left 
off in the second half and Anteney 
completed her hat trick to make it 
4-0. 

Saints continued to pepper the St 
Francis goal with Lisa Gilham, 
Turner, King and Alicia Hill all going 
close. 

Grace Jenmam wrapped up the 
scoring. 

Still on top 

Portsmouth U13s 1 Saints U12s 5 

A CONVINCING victory kept Saints 
unbeaten and top of the U13 
league. 

Larissa White opened the scoring 
with a rifled shot from the edge of 
the box, and Francesca Manson 
made it 3-0 at half-time with two 
good finishes. 

The second half bought some 
excellent passing and movement 
resulting in Grace Griffiths scoring 
from a tight angle and Larissa 
White finishing off a great team 
move in which nearly every player 
was involved.Pompey replied late 
on. 

The manager’s Player of the 
Match went to Francesca Manson 
and the opposition’s player of the 
match went to Grace Griffiths. 


CALL SPORTS EDITOR SIMON CARTER ON 023 8042 4515 
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Youth. Football 



FIRST FINAL IN 7 YEARS FOR BP 


ANDOVER and Barton Peveril 
will contest the Hampshire 
Sixth Form Colleges Peter 
Munro Cup final at 
Southampton Solent 

University’s Test Park 
Stadium on Wednesday 
March 18. 

The pair emerged victorious 
from this week’s semi-finals - 
Andover in a dramatic penalty 
shoot-out against hot favourites 
Itchen, and Barton Peveril with a 
3-1 win at Farnborough, writes 
MIKE VIMPANY 

Andover and Itchen had to con¬ 
tend with a Force 9 gale blasting 
across the Chalton Sports Centre 
- conditions which made good 
football nigh impossible. 

“It was so bad that, if you kicked 
the ball in the air, it would literal¬ 
ly blow backwards and go out for 
a corner,” explained windswept 
Itchen PE head Glenn Colmer. 

Kieran Stephens gave Andover 
a first half lead, which Callum 


Williams cancelled out after the 
break. 

Itchen had the gale behind them 
in the second half, but were 
caught as Przemek Rozanski 
restored Andover’s lead. 

Itchen threw everything bar the 
kitchen sink at Andover in a des¬ 
perate attempt to level things up 
and were rewarded 15 minutes 
from time. 

When it went to penalties, 
Andover and Itchen were tied 3-3 
- when goalkeeper Paddy Reese 
became Andover’s hero. 

Reese, pictured, saved two 
Itchen penalties and then scored 
Andover’s winner himself! 

Barton Peveril are through to 
their first final in seven years - 
since beating Alton in 2008 - after 
a 3-1 win at Farnborough. 

It was a result they had to grind 
out against a fancied 
Farnborough, unbeaten in its pre¬ 
vious ten Colleges League and 
Cup ties. 

Initially, BP owed much to goal¬ 
keeper James Kille, who made 


several fine saves as the visitors' 
found themselves under the cosh 
in the opening half-hour. 

It didn't help that leading marks¬ 
man Ben Gurman - who scored 
four times in BP's 6-2 early season 
HCL win over Farnborough - 
pulled up lame with a hamstring 
strain. 

But BP gradually gained a 
foothold and, after skipper Jack 
Pearson had seen a free kick 
tipped over the bar, they grabbed 
a late first half lead through Rian 
Jima-Otero. 

Barton Peveril got more into the 
game after the break and when 
Pearson doubled their lead from a 
Ben Burton assist, a 2-0 lead 
looked to have wrapped things up. 

But when Louie Paget clawed 
one back for Boro’ the tie was 
back in the balance. 

Kille again showed his versatili¬ 
ty with two superb saves before 
Ben Burton was sent sprawling in 
the Farnborough box and Reid 
Gallagher made the game safe for 
BP by converting the penalty. 



THE TEAM: Back (from left): Reid Gallagher; Rian Jima-Otero; Ben Gurman; James 
Kille; Matt Bainbridge; George Lucas; Sam Morris; Will Wiseman. Front: Jack Pearson, 
George Butler; Jack knight; Ben Burton; Matt Cousins. 


Kings at home 

KINGS’ of Winchester will have the 
incentive of a home quarter-final tie 
when they host Devonport High School 
in the prestigious English Schools FA 
Under-15 PlayStation Trophy at 
Romsey Road on Tuesday week, 
February 10, 12pm. 

The winners will face either St Paul’s 
Academy or Haberdashers Aske 
Knights Academy, both from Bromley, 
in the last eight. 

Kings’ played their first three ESFA 
matches away from home, but have 
enjoyed home advantage beating 
Ashcombe, Frome and Little Heath in 
the last three rounds. 

Kings’ ladies side are already through 
to the ESFA Under-15 Girls Cup quar¬ 
ter-finals and will host Didcot. 



DELIGHT: End of game celebrations after Barton Peveril win on penalties against Itchen. 

Pictures by Habibur Rahman. Order no: 32490082 


Penalty drama for second eleven 


There was no shortage of penalty 
drama as Barton Peveril also clinched 
their place in the Hampshire Sixth 
Form Colleges Second XI Cup final - 
against Brockenhurst II - with Itchen 
once again the spot kick fall guys. 

The local pair drew 2-2 in normal 
time, with Barton Peveril triumphing 
5-3 from the spot. Nick Yeomans drew 
first blood for Itchen, only to have his 
effort cancelled out by a Tom Tuckey 
penalty for BP. 

Jamie Wilkinson’s successful spot 


kick restored Itchen’s advantage, but 
the visitors’ skipper had the misfor¬ 
tune to put through his own goal and 
take the tie into a shoot out at 2-2. 

Tom Tuckey, Aiden Cook, Jamie 
Barnes, Ben Atkinson and Daniel 
Hamilton-Lea converted all five penal¬ 
ties for BP, but Itchen were playing 
catch-up once Ryan Hamlett saved 
their second penalty. 

Jamie Wilkinson. Nick Yeomans and 
Frankie Rudland scored as Itchen fell 
to a 5-3 spot kick defeat. 



Ben Atkinson of Barton Peveril (right) scores on penalties against Itchen's Callum 
Summers. Order no: 32489369 
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MATCH ACTION: Barton's Riley Curry, right, in the penalty box with Jamie 
Wilkinson of Itchen, left, strong on defence. Order no: 32492273 


Clean sweep 

PETER Symonds enjoyed a clean 
sweep, winning all three 
Hampshire Sixth Form Colleges 
League matches against Queen 
Mary's. 

Eight different players found the 
net in the first team game, with 
Dan Shaw, Jamie Howells, Callum 
Doyle, Ollie Lerway, Euan Mathias, 
Joel Drew, Mike Olaore and a QMC 
defender helping PSC win 8-2. 

Will Lloyd and Charlie Bragg 
scored to give Peter Symonds a 2- 
1 victory at second team level, 
while Conall Bark (2), Nathan 
Tuffley (2), Joe Eller, Jacob Platt 
helped PSC win 6-2 in the 3rd XI 
League. 

Wednesday's fixtures: Andover v 
Farnborough, Portsmouth v 
Havant, Chichester v Bournemouth 
& Poole, Poole v Bournemouth, 
Itchen v Totton, St Vincent v South 
Downs, Barton Peveril v Peter 
Symonds, QMC v Brockenhurst. 



SPARSHOLT are within sight of 
repeating last season’s success of 
lifting the English Schools FA 
Under-18 Colleges Trophy. 

A late goal by ON Bailey gave 
Sparsholt a 3-2 win over Henley 
and a place in the quarter-finals 
against Hartpury, Gloucestershire. 

Sparsholt were 2-0 up at half 
time with a penalty from Hilary 
Ndagurwa and then a goal from 
Michael Donavon, but Henley hit 
back to level the scores in the sec¬ 
ond half. 

Bailey popped up with 
Sparsholt’s winner with five min¬ 
utes left. 


EMAIL JUNIOR FOOTBALL TEAM PICTURES TO echosport@dailyecho.co.iih 
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kitchenliving 

LUXURY, AFFORDABLE KITCHENS W 


Kitchens and more 

Kitchen Living is a local, family run business which creates 
beautifully designed, made to measure kitchens. However, we’re 
different from any usual kitchen supplier as we do a whole lot more: 



01489 798644 

Unit 2-3, Mayflower Park, 28 Botley Road, 
Hedge End, SO30 2HE 

Open Mon-Fri 9-5, Sat 9-4 

Evening and Sunday appointments available on request 

www.kitchenliving.co.uk 




NEW PEUGEOT 108 
THIS TIME IT'S PERSONAL * 
From *£8,245 on the road 


NEW PEUGEOT 108 TOP 5dr 
£159 PER MONTH 
on Passport Personal Lease 


NEW PEUGEOT 108 

Peugeot's stylish new compact city car is here! Introducing the New 108 and 108 
TOP! Cabrio. Chic, full of character with a vast array of colourful interior and exterior 
themes that compLiment the New 108's dynamic lines and chic design. 

The hardest part is choosing! 

MOTION & EMOTION 



GATES PEUGEOT 


Sway Road, Brockenhurst, S042 7SH 
01590 623 344 www.gatespeugeot.com 


Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (L/IOOkm) and C02 e 
65.7 -74.3 (4.3 - 4.1) and C02 99 - 88 (g/km). MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only and may not refLect actual 
on-the-road driving conditions. Model, shown 108 5dr TOP! ALLure PureTech 1.2 VTi 3 door with purpLe berry fabric roof personalisation theme. Personalisation themes available on Active and Allure models only. Terms 
and conditions apply. To finance your (lease/purchase) we may introduce you to a limited number of lenders. Passport Personal Lease: A guarantee may be required. Over 18's only. Written quotations available on request from 
Peugeot Financial Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill RH1 IQ A. 108 top 5dr 1.2 VTi 82 Puretech with metallic paint based on a price of £12,495 otr. Customer initial payment £1,925, optional final payment £6,485. 35 
monthly payments payable. If you choose to pay the optional final payment, you can pay an annual payment equivalent to one of your monthly payments but will hot own the car. Excess mileage charges may apply. Ownership 
is possible with Passport - ask us for details. Offer available on cars ordered by 31 St January 2015. Calls may be recorded for training purposes. Information correct at time of going to press. 'Prices from £8245, refers to the 


Denture wearers! *•**«"*“**&-* 

Afraid to smile? 




51 


; 

Michael - After 



Life like precision complete 
& partial dentures 
Implant assisted dentures 
that offer comfort and stability 
0% finance available 
(terms apply) 

Free mini consultations 


“The results are 
truly fantastic” 
Diane 


Before ^ After 

Become a Changing Faces® patient and 
experience a premium denture service. 
Call 02380 070178 


CF 


Changing Faces®Denture Clinic 

www.changingfacesdentures.co.uk 

Hampshire House, 169a High Street, Southampton SOM 2BY 

Lee Butler, Clinical Dental Technician GDC No: 108662 


Home Choose Carpets 



Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from. 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

• FREE UPLIFT & DISPOSAL OF OLD CARPETS 

We move your Furniture FREE of charge 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

for immediate attention 



dailyecho.i 


Get your own high quality prints of any photo 
you have seen in the Daily Echo delivered 
straight to your door. Go to dailyecho.co.uk/ 
photosales to order your prints now. 

Fantastic novelty items are also available including 
calendars, framed prints, mugs and canvas prints. 
These can all be ordered at: 

dailyecho.co.uk/photosales. 

Customise your print when you order online. 

* Only pictures taken by Daily Echo photographers are for sale. 


ORDERING YOUR 
PHOTO IS EASY 


At dailyecho.co.uk/photosales. 
Customise your print when you 
order online. 




'A 


Photo order form 


Date of paper.. 


DailyEcho 


Ref Number (found under photo) ... 

Prints 
7x5 
8x6 
10x8 
12x8 


Quantity 

Gifts 

£11.20 . 

3 Keyrings (sm) £9.45 

Mousemat £14.00 

£12.20 . 

£12.20 . 

Mug £12.95 

£14.15 . 


Quantity 


Visit dailyecho.co.uk/photosales for more ideas. 

Prices include p&p and VAT. Larger sizes are available on request. 

I enclose £_ 

Name. 

Address. 

. Postcode. 


Tel No... 


Email.. 


Please make your cheques payable to NEWSQUEST (Southern). Only 
Daily Echo photographers are for sale. 


Post: Completed order form 

to one of our Daily Echo offices 


Test Lane, Redbridge, SOI 6 9JX 
5 Upper Brook Street, Winchester, S023 8AL 
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WE'VE GOT THE extra SPACE YOU NEED! 


• LOCAL STORAGE SOLUTIONS • SELF STORAGE • 

• CONTAINER HIRE AND SALES • COLD STORES • TRANSPORT - 



Find out how we can help you contact us today... 

CONTAINER CENTRE • SOUTHAMPTON 


titaim: 


Mauretania Road • Nursling Industrial Estate • Southampton SOI 6 OYU 
Phone 02381 103 838 or visit our website for more information 


CONTAINERS ■ 


www.TITANcontainers.co.uk 



CHADWICK LODGE DEVONSHIRE ROAD, SOUTHAMPTON 


Sparkling 
Open Weekend! 


Friday 6th & Saturday 7th February 1 lam - 3pm 

We'd be delighted if you would join us in the beautiful Owners' Lounge for a glass of 
sparkling wine and some light refreshments to celebrate the launch of our new show 
apartment. You will have the opportunity to take a tour of this delightful development and 
meet some of the Owners already enjoying their retirement at Chadwick Lodge. 



YOUR HOME - WITH ADDED PEACE OF MIND 

• Lodge Manager 

• Owners' Lounge 

• Wellbeing Suite 

• Guest suite for friends and family 

• Maintenance-free garden 

• 24-hour support 

• CCTV security entrance system 

• Parking 

• Lift to all floors 


OPEN DAILY 10am - 5pm 

Please call to confirm your attendance 

02380 082606 

visit churchillretirement.co.uk n □ 


TRUST IN US 


UK OVER 50s 


★★★★★ 



WINNERS AS VOTED FOR BY 

2009-2014. OUR CUSTOMERS 


Church ill 

2013 Retirement Living^^ 
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The Strangers Who Came Home: 
The First Australian Cricket Tour 
of England 

By John Lazenby 


(Sportsbookofthemonth.com price: 
£18.14, saving £ 6.86 on rrp) 


In an age when it is possible to 
board what Paul Theroux once 
described as a ‘carpeted metal tube’ 
and fly anywhere in the world in less 
than a day, the thought of a sports 
team setting out on a seven-week 
voyage simply to rendezvous with 
their opponents is almost inconceiv¬ 
able. 

In 1878, however, The Australasian 
unwittingly published a declaration of 
competitive intent that continues to 
travel with the nation’s sportsmen 
and women almost 150 years later. 

“They wish to show John Bull that 
we can play cricket here as well as 
the old folks at home can,” said the 
newspaper on the eve of Australia’s 
departure for England. 

John Lazenby has written an out¬ 
standing sports book, inviting the 
reader into what became a voyage of 
sporting and cultural discovery. 

A year prior to Australia’s depar¬ 
ture, following a ‘Grand Combination 
Match’ between an All-England XI 
and the host nation’s Combined XI in 
Melbourne, 
cricket’s first 
Test match, the 
idea of and 
Australian side 
touring England 
was hatched. 

These were 
pre-sponsor¬ 
ship days, but 
the enthusi¬ 
asm shown by 
both teams 
was sufficient 
for Aussie all- 
rounder Jack Conway 
to persuade his team-mates to form 
a limited company, each contributing 
£50, on the basis that the tour’s prof¬ 
its would be equally shared. As man¬ 
ager, Conway took his 7.5% - from 
gross takings. 

From the moment he describes the 
send-off of the City of Sydney from 
Sydney harbour, Lazenby success¬ 
fully evokes the sense and smells of 
late nineteenth century life. 

After Sydney, the tourists travelled 
to Auckland, Honolulu and San 
Francisco before taking a seven-day 
train journey to New York. 

Here they boarded the City of 
Berlin, a luxurious steamer that took 
them across the Atlantic and a berth 
at Liverpool’s (then) magnificent 
docks. 

Having set such a vivid scene, the 
author invites us to journey with him 
as he takes us through what was a 
groundbreaking tour. 

Lazenby’s research and eye for 
detail is evidenced by a bibliography 
which runs to five pages, while his 
accomplished narrative style make 
The Strangers Who Came Home a 
difficult book to put down. 



We’ve teamed up with Sports 
Book of the Month & have a copy 
of The Strangers Who Came Home 
to give away. 

To win this week’s sports book, 
go to their website (www.sports- 
bookofthemonth.com) and answer 
the following question: 

Which team won the first cricket 
Test between England and 
Australia? 


Jimmy Adams benefit year launch night photographs 



Nick and Wendy Tustian. 


Order no: 32677406 



Jimmy Adams, Julia Mitchell and Andy Mitchell. 

Order no:32677432 



Lucy Tomlinson and James Tomlinson. 

Order no:32677410 



Georgie Adams, Robert Churcher, Lucy Churcher and Caz Perry. 

Order no:32677421 


Jane Lowe, Tracey King, Andy Lowe, Stephanie McDonnell and 
Roger Lapin (magician). Order no: 32677454 



Becky Smith, Kim Cook and Emma Bestic. 


Order no:32677399 



Olivia Gatting, Joe Gatting and Emily Scotcher. Order no: 32677396 



Nicky Dodgeson, Adrian Ballard, Bill and Anthea Hughes. 

Order no:32677426 



James Tomlinson, Adi Aymes and Jimmy Adams. Order no: 32677474 


BUY ECHO PICTURES ONLINE AT DAHiYECHO.CO.UK 
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Jimmy Adams benefit year launch night photographs 



ITS JIMMY’S YEAR! 


Cheri Keens and Bryan Lipscombe. 
Pictures: Habibur Rahman Order no: 32677466 


Jimmy Adams and Colin Salmon. Order no: 32677491 


Grace Thompson and Richard 
Browning. Order no: 32677441 


HAMPSHIRE captain Jimmy 
Adams launched his benefit year 
with a glitzy ceremony at 
Southampton’s Grand Harbour 
Hotel, writes SIMON WALTER . 

Teammates past and present were in 
attendance, along with several big 
names from south-coast sport. 

Current Hampshire stars James 
Tomlinson and Danny Briggs were both 
there along with former teammates 
Adie Aymes, Chris Tremlett, Iain 
Brunnschweiler, Michael Bates and 
David Balcombe. 

AFC Bournemouth chairman Jeff 
Mostyn and Saints legend Lawrie 


McMenemy were also there, along with 
James Bond actor and Cage Cricket 
ambassador Cohn Salmon, as Adams’ 
benefit year got off to the best of starts. 

Master of Ceremonies for the evening 
was Kris Temple, while Hampshire leg¬ 
end Shaun Udal was the auctioneer as 
thousands of pounds were raised as a 
mark of gratitude for Adams’ service to 
his home county. 

The next major event on Adams’ bene¬ 
fit diary is a dinner with Trevor 
McDonald, the legendary newsreader, 
journalist and cricket lover, in 
Winchester on April 24. 

For more details, log on to jim- 
myadams2015.com or fohow 
@JAdamsBenefit. 



Greig Stewart,Cheryl Trestrail and Neil Trestrail and Susanne Marlow. 

Order no:32677446 



Jeff Mostyn, Debbie James, Kevan James and Rob Mitchell. 

Order no:32677461 



lain Brunnschweiler, Justine Brunnschweiler and David Mann. 

Order no:32677488 



Vinnie Freulon, Alan Head and Bob Murrell. Order no: 32677495 


GET THE DAILY ECHO FOR THE LATEST CRICKET NEWS 


England 
aim to quell 
Johnson... 

MITCHELL Johnson looms large over 
the Tri-Series final between England 
and Australia, with the returning 
paceman occupying both team’s 
thoughts. 

The left-arm quick tortured England 
with his pace and hostility in last win¬ 
ter’s Ashes whitewash but has been 
kept under wraps in recent weeks. 

His appearance in the final will be 
his first of the tournament and a 
chance to reassert himself ahead of 
the World Cup opener between the 
sides on February 14. 

But for England, an advance look at 
the 33-year-old provides the opportu¬ 
nity to move on from past failures 
before the high-stakes clash in 
Melbourne. 

Home captain George Bailey did lit¬ 
tle to dampen enthusiasm about 
Johnson’s comeback, suggesting he 
has been back to his ferocious best in 
practice this week. 

“We are really happy that Mitchell 
Johnson is back but not that happy 
that he has been building up his overs 
in the nets,” said a smiling Bailey. 

“It will be nice to actually see him 
unleash on the opposition rather than 
us (Australia batsmen) being cannon 
fodder for the last couple of days, 
which has been a bit nasty.” 

It was hard not to think of Johnson 
during the low-scoring shootout 
between England and India at the 
WACA on Friday, a game charac¬ 
terised by uneven bounce. 

And after seeing a good length ball 
from James Anderson rear up and 
clatter Mahendra Singh Dhoni’s hel¬ 
met, the prospect of Johnson’s 
95mph rockets on the same track are 
tantalising. 

“I didn’t see any of it but I heard a 
couple of balls were a little bit nasty, 
which can happen here,” said Bailey. 

“A little bit more work is being done 
on the wicket but that’s what we like 
to see at the WACA, a few balls play¬ 
ing up. 

“It’s tempting to play all four quicks 
when you see a wicket like that. With 
the two games we played against 
South Africa in the summer, the wick¬ 
et played a lot quicker than in the 
second game. Hopefully it’s the same 
again.” 

Jos Buttler, who hit a mature 67 
against India, said: “Mitchell Johnson 
is a top bowler and he’s had a brilliant 
12 months but we play the game not 
the reputation. 

“He’s a top bowler but he hasn’t 
played in this series. It’s a good bowl¬ 
ing attack but that’s exactly what we 
need to come up against and do well 
against if we want to win this game. 

“Things change very quickly. If we 
win people will say we’re going in the 
right direction and maybe we could 
cause a few upsets; if we lose we’ll be 
‘same old England’. That’s always the 
way it is but it’s a big game for us, 
we’re desperate to put in a big per¬ 
formance against a much-fancied 
Australia side.” 

England might hope their recent 
outing in Perth might give them an 
advantage but Buttler believes the 
hosts will be fully up to speed. 

“I think the pitch took everyone by 
surprise how it played,” he said. 

“We’ve played on it once so if it 
plays similarly we’ll know what to 
expect, but Australia would have 
watched the game and seen the 
pitch. Whether that’s a benefit to us 
I’m not sure.” 

England look set to name an 
unchanged XI for the fourth game in a 
row, a sign of the growing sense of 
stability since Eoin Morgan replaced 
Alastair Cook as skipper. 

Australia, meanwhile, expect to be 
without all-rounder Shane Watson. 
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Tadley hold on 
to top spot 

TADLEY Calleva held on to 
top spot in Sydenhams One 
by claiming two wins in the 
space of four fruitful days. 
Danny Dolan’s men won 4-0 
at home to Laverstock & Ford 
on Saturday, before travelling 
to US Portsmouth on Tuesday 
and beating their hosts 2-1. 
Tadley won the hard way in 
Portsmouth, coming from a 
goal down with ten men 
thanks to another brace by 
the division’s most deadly 
marksman Brett Denham. 
Things had been more 
straightforward on Saturday 
with Ben Wickens and cap¬ 
tain Scott Kinge scoring 
either side of half-time to put 
the hosts in control, 

An injury to goalkeeper Tom 
Hindmarsh forced Kinge to 
don the gloves for the end of 
the game, but Denham 
scored twice in the closing 
stages to complete a com¬ 
fortable afternoon for the 
leaders before Lawy had Rob 
Gallagher sent off for a sec¬ 
ond yellow. 



BRETT DENHAM 


Those wins left Tadley three 
points clear of James 
Taylor’s Team Solent, who 
flexed their muscles with a 6- 
2 defeat of Ring wood Town at 
Test Park on Tuesday. 

The Students fell behind to a 
first-minute Alex Roberts 
goal, but were 3-1 up by the 
break through Mike Wheeler, 
Pip Nolan and Jermal 
Frederick. 

They scored another three in 
the second half with Jim 
Orvis and Frederick on target 
before Peter Richmond-Cole 
pulled one back for 
Ringwood. 

Skipper Jesse Waller-Lassen 
had the final say for Solent in 
the 89th minute. 

Manager Taylor played the 
whole 90 minutes, but the 
former England semi-pro tar- 
getman was denied by some 
smart saves from Ringwood 
’keeper Rob Gillett. 
Third-placed Amesbury Town 
- home to leaders Tadley 
today - warmed up with a 5-1 
slaying of Andover New 
Street last weekend. 

Their powerhouse strike 
force again came up with the 
goods - Eddie Perrett’s hat- 
trick backed by singles from 
Nic Turpin and Danny 
Finnigan. 





ARSENAL 

In: Krystian Bielik (Legia Warsaw, £2.4m), 
Gabriel Paulista (Villarreal, £11.2m) 

Out: Yaya Sanogo (Crystal Palace, loan), Lukas 
Podolski (Inter Milan, loan), Benik Afobe 
(Wolves, undisclosed), Joel Campbell (Villarreal, 
loan). 

ASTON VILLA 


Out: Matija Nastasic (Schalke, loan), Devante Cole 
(MK Dons, loan), Scott Sinclair (Aston Villa, loan) 

MANCHESTER UNITED 

In: Victor Valdes (Unattached, free) 

Out: Sam Johnstone (Preston, loan), Michael Keane 
(Burnley, undisclosed), Ben Pearson (Barnsley, 
loan), Will Keane (Sheffield Wednesday, loan), Ben 
Amos (Bolton, loan), Joe Rothwell Blackpool, loan) 


4s Monday night’s transfer 
deadline approaches, we round 



BIG MOVE: Manchester 
City and Swansea agreed 
a £28 million fee for 
striker Wilfried Bony. 


In: Carles Gil (Valencia, £3.2m), Scott Sinclair 
(Manchester City, loan) 

i Out: Gary Gardner (Nottingham Forest, loan), 
fa Jordan Graham (Wolves, undisclosed), Darren 
P Bent (Derby, loan), Daniel Johnson (Preston, 

H undisclosed), Chris Herd (Wigan, loan) 

BURNLEY 

I In: Michael Keane (Manchester United, undis- 
P closed) 

CHELSEA 

| Out: Tomas Kalas (Middlesbrough, loan), Lewis 
Baker (Sheffield Wednesday, loan), Todd Kane 
(Nottingham Forest, loan), Mark Schwarzer 
M (Leicester, free), Alex Kiwomya (Barnsley, loan), 
•-‘j John Swift (Swindon, loan), Nathaniel Chalobah 
., (Reading, loan) 

CRYSTAL PALACE 

I In: Yaya Sanogo (Arsenal, loan), Jordon Mutch 
8 (Crystal Palace, undisclosed), Shola Ameobi 
(Gaziantep, free) 

I Out: Zeki Fryers (Rotherham, loan), Jake Gray 
I (Cheltenham, loan), Lewis Price (Crawley, loan), 
Alex Wynter (Colchester, undisclosed), Jack Hunt 
(Rotherham, loan), Stuart O'Keefe (Cardiff, undis- 

■ closed) 

EVERTON 

H Out: Chris Long (Brentford, loan), John 
Slj Lundstram (Leyton Orient, loan), Mason 
I Springthorpe (Fleetwood, loan), Hallam Hope 
(Bury, undisclosed), Samuel Eto'o (Sampdoria, 
ffl undisclosed) 

LEICESTER 

I In: Andrej Kramaric (FC Rijeka, £9m), Mark 
H Schwarzer (Chelsea, free) 

■ Out: Adam Smith (Mansfield, loan), Jack Barmby 
(Rotherham, loan), Callum Elder (Mansfield, loan), 

0 Tom Hopper (Scunthorpe, loan) 

LIVERPOOL 

^ Out: Connor Randall (Shrewsbury, loan), Suso (AC 
!Y‘ Milan, undisclosed), Oussama Assaidi (Al Ahli Club, 
undisclosed), Jack Dunn, Lloyd Jones, Kevin 
p Stewart (all Cheltenham, loan) 

MANCHESTER CITY 

3] In: Wilfried Bony (Swansea, £28m) 


NEWCASTLE 

Out: Hatem Ben Arfa (Nice, free), Mapou Yanga- 
Mbiwa (Roma, £5.5m) 


QPR 

In: Mauro Zarate (West Ham, loan) 

Out: Jordon Mutch (Crystal Palace, undisclosed) 


SOUTHAMPTON 

In: Eljero Elia (Werder Bremen, loan) 

Out: Jos Hooiveld (Millwall, loan), Jack Cork (undis¬ 
closed) 


STOKE 

In: Philipp Wollscheid (Bayer Leverkusen, loan) 

Out: George Waring (Barnsley, loan), Ryan Shotton 
(Derby, undisclosed) 


SUNDERLAND 

In: Jermain Defoe (Sunderland, undisclosed) 

Out: Jozy Altidore (Toronto, undisclosed), David 
Ferguson (Blackpool, undisclosed), Connor Oliver 
(Blackpool, undisclosed), Scott Harrison (Hartlepool, 
loan), Mikael Mandron (Shrewsbury, loan) 


SWANSEA 

In: Matt Grimes (Exeter, £1.75m), Kyle Naughton 
(Tottenham, £5m), Jack Cork (undisclosed) 

Out: Liam Shephard (Yeovil, loan), Ryan Hedges 
(Leyton Orient, loan), Wilfried Bony (Manchester 
City, £28m), Rory Donnelly (Tranmere, loan), 

Jazz Richards (Swansea, loan) 


TOTTENHAM 

Out: Milos Veljkovic (Charlton, loan), 
Grant Hall (Blackpool, loan), Kyle 
Naughton (Swansea, £5m), Dominic Ball 
(Cambridge, loan) 


£ 


WEST BROM 

In: Callum McManaman (Wigan, £4.75m) 

Out: Bradley Garmston (Gillingham, loan), Luke 
Daniels (Scunthorpe, undisclosed) 


WEST HAM 

In: Doneil Henry (Apollon Limassol, undisclosed) 
Out: Paul McCallum (Portsmouth, loan), Mauro 


Zarate (QPR, loan), Sean Maguire (Accrington, loan), jg 


Jamie Harney (Colchester, free) 


— 

'W& 


KEEP IIP WITH ALL OF SAINTS’ DEADLINE DAY DEALINGS 
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(Portsmouth, Loan) 

HUDDERSFIELD TOWN 

In: David Edgar (Birmingham City, Loan) 

Out: Adam Hammill (Rotherham United, Loan) 

IPSWICH 

In: Paddy Kenny (Bolton, Free) and Freddie Sears 
(Colchester, Undisclosed) 

Out: Alex Heshnall (Blackpool, Loan), Elliott Hewitt 
(Colchester, Loan), Jack Marriott (Colchester, Loan), 
Frank Nouble (Coventry, Free), Andy Wordsworth 
(Crawley Town, Loan) 

LEEDS 

In: Sol Bamba (Palmero, Loan) 

Out: Nicky Ajose (Crewe Alexandra, Loan), Stephen 
Warnock (Derby County, Undisclosed), Jason Pearce 
(Wigan, Undisclosed) 

MIDDLESBOROUGH 

In: Adam Forshaw (Wigan, Undisclosed) 

Out: Andy Halliday (Bradford, Free), Charlie Wyke 
(Carlisle, Undisclosed) 

MILLWALL 

In: Paris Cowan-Hall (Wycombe Wanderers, 
Undisclosed), Diego Fabbrini (Watford, Loan), Dan 
Harding (Notts Forest, Loan), Stefan Maierhofer (Free 
Agent), Jos Hooiveld (Saints, Loan) 

Out: Matt Briggs (Colchester, Loan), Stefan Bywater 
(Doncaster, Free), Jermaine Easter (Bristol Rovers, 
Free), Scott Malone (Cardiff City, Undisclosed), Paul 
Robinson (Portsmouth, Free) 

NORWICH 

In: N/A 

Out: Jamar Loza (Yeovil Town, Loan), Jacob Murphy 
(Scunthorpe, Loan) 

NOTTINGHAM FOREST 

In: Gary Gardner (Aston Villa, Loan), Todd Kane 
(Chelsea, Loan) 

Out: Greg Halford (Brighton, Loan), Dan Harding 
(Millwall, Loan) 

READING 

In: Nathaniel Chalobah (Chelsea, Loan), JureTravner 
(Mura Murksa Sobota, Free) 

Out: Royston Drenthe (Erciyesspor, Undisclosed), Craig 
Tanner (Wimbledon, Loan), Aaron Tshibola (Hartlepool, 
Loan), 

Dominic Samuel (Coventry, Loan) 

ROTHERHAM 

In: Jack Barmby (Leicester, Loan), Zeki Fryers (Crystal 
Palace, Loan), Adam Hammill (Huddersfield, Loan), 
Connor Sammon (Derby, Loan), 

Jack Hunt (Crystal Palace, Loan) 

Out: Febian Brandy (Rochdale, Free), Scott Loach 
(Peterborough, Loan), Alex Revell (Cardiff, 

Undisclosed), Joe Skarz (Oxford, Free) 


BIRMINGHAM 

In: Lloyd Dyer (Watford, Loan), Michael Morrison 
(Charlton Athletic, Undisclosed), Guy Moussi (Free), 
Nikola Zigic (Free) 

Out: Charlee Adams (Lincoln City, Loan), David Edgar 
(Huddersfield Town, Loan) Grant Hall (Blackpool, Loan), 
Oily Lee (Plymouth Argyle, Loan) 

BLACKBURN 

^ In: Jay Spearing (Bolton, Loan) 

Out: Leon Best (Brighton and Hove 
Albion, Loan), Josh Morris (Fleetwood, 
Loan), Jake Kean (Oldham, Loan) 


BLACKPOOL 

In: David Ferguson (Sunderland, 
Undisclosed), Islam Feruz 
(Chelsea, Loan), Grant Hall 
' 'Birmingham City, Loan), 

Jamie O’Hara (Wolves, Free), 
Connor Oliver (Sunderland, 
Undisclosed) 

Out: Jacob Mellis (Oldham 
Athletic, Loan), Isaiah 
Osbourne (Scunthorpe, 
Free) 

BOLTON 

In: Emile Heskey 
(Free), Ben Amos 
(Manchester 
United, Loan), 


Rochinha 
(Benfica, Loan) 

Out: Paddy Kenny 
(Ipswich Town, 

Free), Joe Riley 
(Bury, Undisclosed), 
Hayden White (Notts 
County, Loan), Jay 
Spearing (Blackburn, 
Loan) 


BOURNEMOUTH 

In: N/A 

Out: Jayden Stockley (Loan, 
Luton Town), Matt Tubbs 
(Released), Stephane Zubar 
(Loan, York City) 


BRENTFORD 

In: Chris Long (Everton, Loan), 
Lewis Macleod (Rangers, £1.0m) 
Out: Montell Moore (FC Midtjylland, 
Loan) 


BRIGHTON 

In: Leon Best (Blackburn Rovers, Loan), 

Greg Halford (Notts Forest, Loan), Beram Kayal (Celtic, 
Undisclosed) 

Out: Nzuzi Toko (Contract Cancelled) 



CARDIFF CITY 

In: Scott Malone (Millwall, Undisclosed), Alex Revell 
(Rotherham, Undisclosed) 

Out: John Brayford (Sheffield United, Undisclosed), Javi 
Guerra (Malaga, Loan), Adedeji Oshilaja (AFC 
Wimbledon, Loan) 

CHARLTON ATHLETIC 

In: Neil Ethridge (Oldham Athletic, Free), Milos 
Veljokovic (Tottenham Hotspur, Loan), Christophe 
Lepoint (KAA Gent, Undisclosed) 

Out: Harry Lennon (Gillingham, Loan), Michael Morrison 
(Birmingham, Undisclosed), Joe Pigott (Southend, 
Loan), Nick Pope (Bury, Loan), George Tucudean 
(Steaua Bucharest, Loan) 

DERBY COUNTY 

In: Darren Bent (Aston Villa, Loan), Ryan Shotton (Stoke 
City, Undisclosed), Stephen Warnock (Leeds United, 
Undisclosed) 

Out: Paul Cotts (Sheffield United, Undisclosed), Connor 
Sammon (Rotherham, Free), Kwame Thomas (Notts 
County, Loan), Tom Naylor (Burton, Loan) 

FULHAM 

In: Jazz Richards (Swansea, Loan) 

Out: Cameron Burgess (Ross County, Loan), Marcelo 
Trolla (Avellino, Undisclosed), Josh Passley 


SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY 

In: Lewis Baker (Chelsea, Loan) and Will Keane 
(Manchester United, Loan) 

Out: Matt Young (Carlisle, Loan) 

WATFORD 

In: Miguel Layun (Granada, Undisclosed), Vujadin Savic 
(Free Transfer) and Ben Watson (Wigan, Undisclosed) 
Out: Lloyd Dyer (Birmingham, Loan), Diego Fabbrini 
(Millwall, Loan) and Alex Jakubiak (Dagenham and 
Redbridge, Loan), Uche Ikpeazu (Doncaster, Loan) 

WIGAN 

In: Liam Ridgewall (Portland Timbers, Loan), Jason 
Pearce (Leeds, undisclosed) 

Out: Shaun Maloney (Chicago Fire, Undisclosed), 
James Tavernier (Bristol City, Loan), Ben Watson 
(Watford, Undisclosed), Callum McManaman (West 
Brom, £4.5m), Ivan Ramis (Levante, Free), Adam 
Forshaw (Middlesbrough, Undisclosed) 

WOLVES 

In: Benik Afobe (Arsenal, Undisclosed), Jordan Graham 
(Aston Villa, Undisclosed), Thomas Kuszczak (Free) 

Out: Jake Cassidy (Southend, Loan), Liam Mcalinden 
(Fleetwood Town, Loan), Jamie O’Hara (Blackpool, 
Loan), George Saville (Bristol City, Loan), Bjorn 
Sigurdarson (FC Copenhagen, Loan) 



ONLINE AT WWW.DAILYECH0.C0.IIB/SP0RT 


Stoneham boss is 
confident over work 


AFC Stoneham manager Adam 
Pullinger is “confident” the club 
will finish the necessary work that 
will mean the club can join the 
Sydenhams Wessex League next 
season on time. 

Puma Engineering Hampshire 
Premier League high fliers 
Stoneham and leaders Bafiins 
Milton Rovers are the two clubs to 
have requested to join step six of 
the football pyramid next term. 

It will represent a massive step in 
the Eastleigh-based club’s 95-year 
history if they are able to achieve 
that step up but they have their 
work cut-out to complete all the 
necessary work on time. 

On the pitch, things are going 
extremely well for Pullinger’s 
side. They are fourth, with 
three games in hand 
against the top two, and 
have been beaten just 
once in the county top 
flight. 

However, even with 
the tireless work of com¬ 
mittee members, 

Stoneham still need to 
complete the purchase of 
floodlights and build a new 
100-seater stand before they 
pass fit for the Wessex. 

On top of that, they must 
have entered the planning 
stage for dressing room 
refurbishment by March 31 and 
built a new entrance and players’ 
walkway. 

“We are working extremely hard 
at the moment on our potential pro¬ 
motion to the Wessex League,” said 
Pullinger. 

“Mark Stupple has led the promo¬ 
tion push after joining the commit¬ 
tee and, from my personal point of 
view, has put in more volunteer 
hours than I have seen in my seven 
years involved in management. 

“He drove to Wembley to person¬ 
ally drop off the application to 
ensure it was there on time.” 

“This is a big project but one we 
are confident of completing.” 

At the moment, Stoneham’s busy 
staff are holding meetings with vari¬ 
ous parties with regards to complet¬ 
ing the different projects necessary 


for promotion. 

If those projects are completed it 
will couple the ambitions of the 
pitch on field. 

Stoneham’s team boast the second 
best defence and attack in the 
league and are well placed to contin¬ 
ue their title tilt. 

They are also going well in cup 
competitions, having reached the 
semi-finals of both the league and 
Southampton Senior Cup. 

“On the pitch things are coming 
along nicely, we have lost only one 
league game all season and one cup 
game,” said Pullinger. 

Stoneham have also bolstered 
their numbers for the promotion 
charge. Former Sholing player 

Lewis Fear has joined along 
with ex-Havant & 
Waterlooville man Andy 
‘Forrest’Dickens and 
young left back Liam 
Hammond from AFC 
Totton. 

“All these players 
are useful additions 
going forward espe¬ 
cially as we build a 
squad with some 
longevity for the years 
read,” said the boss. 
“These have added to 
what has been a great 
year so far for perfor¬ 
mances John Cole 
has led by example as skipper and is 
potentially one of the best around 
on his day. 

“Sam Whieldon, Ben 
Clarke, Melvin Rogers and 
Martin rogers have also had big 
impacts this season. 

“And obviously the goals of Luke 
Musselwhite have fired us to the 
position we are in now. 

“Our youth section has also been 
very useful in providing players for 
our first team with Matt Stupple, 
Callum Doyle & Andy Sanders mak¬ 
ing big impacts.” 

The club are on the hunt for 
coaches and are asking any interest¬ 
ed level one coaches to get in touch 
via their website: 
pitchero.com/clubs/afcstoneham. 
They are also looking for players of 
all abilities and ages. 



LUKE 
MUSSELWHITE 


Beck enjoys the buzz 


WINCHESTER Castle co-boss 
Stewart Beck is enjoying the 
“good buzz” around the Puma 
Engineering Hampshire Premier 
League side at the moment. 

Castle are in tenth place and 
have aspirations of going to the 
league cup final, and that, in 
Beck’s eyes, is a good place for 
the club to build a solid founda¬ 
tion ahead of further develop¬ 
ments in the summer. 

Beck, who shares management 
duties with Terry Chapman, 
came in at the beginning of the 
season and the pair spent consid¬ 
erable time rebuilding the team. 

It has been a topsy-turvy spell 
with Chapman and Beck origi¬ 
nally joined by James Banks, 
who headed the team at the 
beginning of the campaign, 
before he left due to personal rea¬ 
sons. 

“It isn’t going too badly,” said 
Beck. “We’ve recovered from a 
bit of an injury crisis. 

“I had to play in goal for a cou¬ 
ple of games during that,” the 
boss, who spent his playing 
career as a striker, added. “Both 
of are keepers were out injured 
and we had little choice, so I had 


to step in. 

“But we’ve found our feet and 
are doing well. 

“There’s a lot to come in the 
pipeline. Especially in the sum¬ 
mer when we’re planning a few 
changes, hope to keep hold of our 
best players and bring in some 
more quality.’’Beck, who worked 
alongside Chapman at 
Stockbridge and AFC Stoneham 
in the past, has been eyeing a 
good cup run. 

And they achieved just that in 
the league cup. 

But it won’t be an easy route to 
the final as they face a stern task, 
coming up against Baffin Milton 
Rovers in the semi-finals. 

“It would be brilliant to reach a 
cup final,” said Beck. “I’m really 
relishing playing Baffins, they’re 
a tough side and it would be a 
great achievement to get past 
them and into the final. 

The Chilcomb outfit are aiming 
for a sixth or seventh place fin¬ 
ish. 

“There’s a good buzz around 
the place at the moment,” said 
Beck. “The players are enjoying 
the training session we’re doing, 
so it’s going well.” 
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Bathroom Simply the Best 

^ Luxury For Less 


GRAHAM RUSSELL 

DRUMS 


ARE YOU A PARENT/GUARDIAN OF A 12-14 YEAR OLD? 


WE ARE LOOKING FOR YOUTHS BETWEEN 12-14 YEARS OLD TO TAKE PART IN 
A STUDY IN PSYCHOLOGY, AT THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHAMPTON. 




•• 


Unit 5 Axis Park, Newgate Lane 
Fareham, POM 1 FD 
www.grahamrusselldrums.com 


' ROUX v 

JEWELLERS 

Est 1983 

107 East Street, Southampton 
02380 221132 

Closing Down 

SALE 

Genuine Bargains 
EVERYTHING must go! 
Doors close at the end of 
March 2015 
Sadly Closing Down 
After 32 Years of 
enjoyable trading 



What is the aim of the study? 

We want to see if worry in young people is linked to how well they control attention and 
get along with young people of their own age. 

(j'iQ&gi) 

TfW 

What will we ask your child to do? 

We will ask your child to fill out some questionnaires to understand how much they worry. 
They will complete an eye movement task to measure attention - so we can see how well 
they use their eye movements to meet task goals. In addition, your child will take part in a 
short video-taped social interaction with an adolescent of the same age. 



What are the benefits of taking part? 

The study will help us to understand links between worry, attention and adolescent 
interactions. Your child will have the opportunity to take part in an exciting psychological 
study using measuring eye movement measurements. Young people will receive £8.00 for 
taking part and any travel expenses will be reimbursed. 

If your child would like to take part: 

We would ask for consent from you and your child. If you are interested then please e-mail 
me, Katerina Pavlou, at kplcll@soton.ac.uk. 



Local Business Directory 


dailyecho.co.uk 

and follow the links 
or call 02380 424950 for assistance 



Boutique 4* breaks in Guernsey at Fermain Valley /quote - sdei 5 


KIM ROSE 

Southampton Itchen 

A Local face for local people 

07920 22 00 22 - KimRose007@BTinternet.com 


Education, The Economy, 
Employment and the NHS. 

“I am completely committed to our 
withdrawal from the European Union. 

I passionately believe that we the British people 
should govern ourselves and retain our sovereignty” 

Currently, I am campaigning against 
deprivation within the inner city. 

I am committed to helping the people on 
these estates improve their lives 

-1 support the use of credit unions to combat loan sharks 

- Meaningful apprenticeships for our local young people 

- Recognising and implementing strategies to assist the overstretched NHS. 

Example: To make local people aware that the Royal South Hants Minor injuries unit is a good alternative 
to visiting the overwhelmed A&E department at the Southampton General Hospital. 

“I have lived in Southampton all my life 
and I care about the people here” 

KIM ROSE 

I am an artisan jeweller by trade and a local businessman. 

In 1997 I became actively involved in politics. I joined UKIP 
because I realized they are now the only party that truly represent 
normal people like you and I. 


SOUTHAMPTON VOTE KIM ROSE 

ITCHEN on May 7th 


Promoted by Hugh McGuiness on behalf of Kim Rose, 
both of UKIP Southampton Itchen at 
32 Hanover Buildings, Southampton, Hampshire SOM 1JU 


o 

LJK IF* 

dU 7 


Call our dedicated reservations team FREE on 0800 3 i 6 o 3 rpto create your perfect stay and 
ensure complete booking peace of mind withATOL security. 

Nestled in a secluded comer of Guernsey, the Fermain Valley Hotel looks out over the azure 
waters of the bay below. With two superb restaurants, an indoor swimming pool, a private 
cinema and so much more - this oasis of calm from only £310 is undergo minutes by air 
from Southampton but feels a world away. 


► 0800 316 0314 or email 

► book@fermainvalley.com I B 

www fermainvalley.com 


HOTEL GUERNSEY 

★ ★ ★ ★ 


*Please view the full terms and conditions on our website. 


Stay 4 nights or more and receive FREE Southampton flights* 


Advertisers Announcement 


TRAVEL OFFERS 
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Newsquest 
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As the UK’s largest Roller Team dealer, 
we offer the complete package to first-time buyers... 
a large range of new and quality pre-owned 
motorhomes always available to choose from 
• finance insurance i and most importantly, advice! 




SOLENTMOTORHOMES 


Solent Motor Homes Ltd, 5 Upton Road, Poole, Dorset BH17 7AA 
t: 01202 801705 e: info@solentmotorhomes.co.uk 

www.solentmotorhomes.co.uk 

Main authorised agents for 


ROLLER TEAM 

Luxury Motorhomes 


TRIBUTE 


Panel Van Conversions 


The Plumbing shop 

CALL SALES 023 80 382 840 


Best prices Best stock Best service 


COMPLETE BATHROOM 
SUITES FROM ONLY 
£250 ] 

'1 



Great Discount on a wide Range of Bathroom products 



\i 

I 



ShowerBaths c/w panel I 
Shower Screen £220.0 





4 Piece Bathroom Suite 
c/w soft close seat £70.00 


Mono Basin Mixer 
£11.99 


Plan Thermostatic Exposed 
Bar Mixer Shower £77.00 





Free Local 
DELIVERY I 


VISIT OUR SOUTHAMPTON SHOWROOM 
TODAY WITH OVER 70 BATHROOM DISPLAYS 






DRIVERS WHARF BUSINESS PARK NORTHAM ROAD SOUTHAMPTON SOM 0PF 
FREE PARKING EXPERT STAFF FRIENDLY SERVICE GREAT PRICES 


^ 52 ^ 


ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 




www.theplumbingshopltd.co.uk 



CASH PRIZE 
EVERY WEEK 

Runner-up will win at least £1,000 

Daily Echo 
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Barclays Premier League 


Chelsea... 



L Man City. 

. L 

HT L-L 






Crystal P.. 



0 Everton 


. 1 






Lukaku 2 

HT 0-1 





Att 25,197 

Hull. 



... 0 Newcastle.3 






Cabell a 40 
Ameobi 50 






Gouffran 78 

HT 0-1 





Att 23,925 

Liverpool. 



2 West Ham.. 

. 0 

Sterling 51 
Sturridge 80 
HT 0-0 





Att 44,718 




3 Lpinestpr 

. 1 

van Persie 27 
Falcao 32 





Wasilewski 80 

Morgan 44 og 
HT 3-0 





Att 75,329 

Stoke. 



3 Q.P.R... 


. 1 

Walters 21,34,90 




Kranjcar 36 

HT 2-1 





Att 27,512 

Sunderlnd 



2 Burnley 


. 0 

Wickham 20 
Defoe 34 

HT 2-0 





Att 44,022 

W.B.A. 



0 Tottenham HotsDur . 3 






Eriksen 6 





Kane 15,64 pen 

HT 0-2 



HOME 


AWAY 


P 

W 

D L F A ' 

W C 

) L F A Pt 

Chelsea 

22 10 

0 0 24 3 

6 ' 

t 2 27 16 52 

Man City 

22 

7 

2 2 20 11 

7 C 

5 1 25 11 47 

Man Utd 

23 

9 

1 2 25 9 

3 6 

3 2 1 4 13 43 

SAINTS 

22 

7 

2 2 24 7 

6 1 

1 4 13 9 42 

Tottenham 

23 

6 

2 4 18 14 

6 2 

l 3 1 7 16 40 

Arsenal 

22 

6 

3 1 21 10 

5 C 

3 4 1 8 15 39 

Liverpool 

23 

5 

5 2 17 11 

6 C 

) 5 1 6 16 38 

West Ham 

23 

7 

2 3 19 10 

3 ' 

\ 4 1 6 17 36 

Stoke 

23 

5 

2 4 15 13 

4 C 

3 5 11 15 32 

Swansea 

22 

6 

3 3 16 13 

2 : 

3 5 1 0 17 30 

Newcastle 

23 

5 

3 3 17 16 

3 C 

3 6 1 2 19 30 

Everton 

23 

3 

5 3 17 16 

3 C 

3 6 1 4 18 26 

Crystal P 

23 

3 

2 6 12 16 

2 e 

3 4 1 3 18 23 

Sunderlnd 

23 

2 

6 4 12 16 

2 £ 

3 4 9 17 23 

W.B.A. 

23 

3 

3 6 14 19 

2 ' 

t 5 6 13 22 

A. Villa 

22 

2 

5 4 7 13 

3 2 

2 6 4 12 22 

Burnley 

23 

3 

4 5 11 16 

1 ' 

t 6 1 0 22 20 

Hull 

23 

2 

3 6 10 15 

2 ' 

t 6 10 18 19 

Q.P.R. 

23 

5 

4 3 18 15 

0 C 

) 11 6 27 19 

Leicester 

23 

2 

4 5 13 16 

2 1 

1 9 8 21 17 


SkyBet Championship 


Birminghm . 

...0 

Norwich. 

.0 

HT 0-0 



Att 17,835 

Blackburn. 

....2 

Fulham. 

. 1 

Marshall 12 
Rhodes 61 



McCormack 66 

HT 1-0 



Att 13,603 

Blackpool. 

.... 1 

Brighton.... 

.0 

O’Hara 75 

HT 0-0 



Att 10,575 

Bolton. 

....2 

Wolves. 

.2 

Clough 23,25 



Dicko 3 
Henry 90 

HT 2-1 



Att 15,869 

Brentford. 

...0 

Middlesbro 

. 1 



Leadbitter 44 pen 

HT 0-1 



Att 11,853 

Cardiff. 

...0 

Derby Cty.. 

. 2 




Malone 23 og 




Martin 45 

HT 0-2 



Att 22,227 

Charlton . 

.... 1 

Rotherham 

. 1 

Cousins 83 

HT 0-0 



Ward 90 

Huddersfld . 

.... 1 

Leeds Utd.. 

. 2 

Bunn 26 



Byram 7 
Sharp 90 

HT 1-1 



Att 20,029 

Ipswich . 

...0 

Wigan . 

. 0 

HT 0-0 



Att 19,155 

Nottm For . 

.... 0 

Millwall . 

. 1 




Fuller 83 

HT 0-0 



Att 23,018 

Reading . 

Pogrebnyak 29 

....2 

Sheff Wed . 

. 0 


Chalobah 40 

HT 2-0 Att 17,755 


HOME AWAY 

PWD LFAWD LFAPt 
CHERRIES 28 8 3 3 27 17 8 3 3 32 11 54 

Derby Cty 28 8 4 2 30 12 8 2 4 22 13 54 

Middlesbro 28 8 4 2 26 8 7 4 31710 53 
Ipswich 28 9 3 2 23 8 5 6 3 23 19 51 

Brentford 28 8 3 3 24 16 7 1 6 20 21 49 

Watford__?8 _ 8 _ 3_ 3 35 16 _ 6_ _2_ _6_ 2117 47 


Wolves 

Norwich 

Blackburn 

Sheff Wed 

Birminghm 

Nottm For 

Cardiff 

Bolton 

Fulham 

Reading 

Huddersfld 


28 7 4 3 17 13 
28 6 5 3 32 18 
28 7 4 3 22 15 
28 3 6 5 7 12 

28 5 4 5 18 24 
28 4 5 5 21 21 
28 8 1 5 23 20 

28 6 5 3 22 16 
28 7 2 5 23 17 
28 7 3 4 21 13 
28 6 4 4 20 17 


5 5 4 1 6 22 45 

6 3 5 1 8 16 44 

3 5 6 1 6 23 39 
6 5 3 1 4 13 38 

4 6 4 1 3 15 37 
4 5 5 1 6 19 34 

1 6 7 13 22 34 
3 2 9 11 23 34 
3 2 9 1 8 32 34 

2 4 8 1 2 29 34 

3 3 8 1 6 30 34 


Charlton 28 4 8 21513 2 7 510 22 33 

Leeds Utd 28 6 4 4 16 12 2 4 8 14 27 32 

Rotherham 28 4 5 516 20 2 7 51016 30 

Brighton 28 3 6 51517 3 5 61519 29 

Millwall 28 3 4 7 15 24 3 5 6 11 20 27 

Wigan 28 2 7 51414 2 3 912 22 22 

Blackpool 28 4 3 71019 0 5 912 31 20 


SkyBet League One 


Barnsley. 

Neal 45 og 
Pearson 46 

HT 1-0 

Bradford . 

.2 

.1 

Port Vale. 

Colchester. 

.1 

Daniel 66 

Att 8,660 

. 1 

Morais 77 



Porter 5 

HT 0-1 


Att 13,917 

Chesterfld. 

.2 

Doncaster. 

.2 

Doyle 43 


Coppinger 3 

Ryan 87 



Butler 9 

HT 1-2 



Att 7,839 

Coventry. 

.2 

Rochdale. 

. 2 

Samuel 24 


Camps 33 

Odelusi 38 


Andrew 66 

HT 2-1 



Att 7,606 

Crawley. 

.2 

Preston. 

1 

Wordsworth 18 


Huntington 56 

Fowler 87 




HT 1-0 



Att 2,550 

Crewe. 

.0 

M K Dons. 

.5 



Cole 12,38 



Bowditch 28 




Baker 72 



Powell 90 

HT 0-3 



Att 4,319 

Leyton O. 

.1 

Scunthorpe. 

. 4 

Henderson 68 pen 


O’Neil 13 



McSheffrey 28 



Hopper 49,80 

HT 0-2 



Att 5,184 

Oldham. 

.3 

Notts Cnty. 

. 0 

Elokobi 30 





Morgan-Smith 32 
Forte 73 

HT 2-0 Att 3,493 


Peterboro, 



1 

Yeovil.. 



. 0 

Maddison 28 
HT 1-0 







Att 5,146 

Sheff Utd 



L 

Swindon.. 


. L 

Murphy 73 

HT 0-0 







Att 19,490 




HOME 


AWAY 


P 

W 

D 

L F A 

W 

D 

L F A Pt 

M K Dons 

27 10 

2 

2 36 12 

6 

5 

2 23 1 5 55 

Swindon 

26 

8 

3 

2 24 13 

8 

3 

2 28 12 54 

Bristol C 

25 

9 

2 

1 23 9 

7 

4 

2 25 13 54 

Preston 

27 

6 

6 

1 23 15 

7 

2 

5 18 13 47 

Chesterfld 

27 

7 

4 

3 24 16 

3 

5 

5 17 20 39 

Rochdale 

26 

4 

3 

6 17 17 

7 

2 

4 30 18 38 

Bradford 

26 

4 

4 

6 17 19 

6 

3 

316 11 37 

Fleetwood 

27 

5 

6 

3 15 14 

5 

1 

7 12 12 37 

Oldham 

26 

6 

4 

3 21 18 

3 

6 

4 17 20 37 

Peterboro 

27 

5 

3 

6 15 18 

6 

1 

6 19 16 37 

Sheff Utd 

24 

5 

4 

3 14 12 

5 

2 

5 16 17 36 

Doncaster 

26 

3 

4 

5 9 13 

6 

5 

3 19 18 36 

Notts Cnty 

27 

4 

2 

7 15 19 

5 

6 

3 15 15 35 

Port Vale 

28 

7 

2 

5 20 18 

3 

3 

8 14 22 35 

Walsall 

26 

4 

4 

5 14 16 

4 

5 

4 12 12 33 

Scunthorpe 

25 

4 

2 

6 12 19 

5 

4 

4 25 22 33 

Barnsley 

26 

6 

2 

5 25 22 

3 

3 

7 11 17 32 

Gillingham 

27 

6 

4 

4 23 21 

2 

3 

8 12 22 31 

Coventry 

28 

4 

6 

4 15 19 

3 

4 

7 14 20 31 

Crewe 

27 

5 

3 

6 14 24 

3 

2 

8 11 25 29 

Colchester 

27 

3 

2 

8 14 22 

4 

5 

5 18 21 28 

Crawley 

28 

5 

5 

4 16 20 

1 

4 

9 10 27 27 

Leyton O 

27 

2 

3 

8 16 22 

4 

5 

5 19 21 26 

Yeovil 

28 

2 

5 

7 6 19 

4 

2 

8 15 21 25 


SkyBet League Two 


Acc Stanley. 

Mingoia 40 

HT 1-2 

Burton Albion... 

Edwards 62 

HT 0-0 

Carlisle. 

. 1 

. 1 

. 2 

Northmptn.5 

Holmes 5 
Richards 32 pen,67 
D’Ath 65,80 
Att 1,328 

BuryO 

Att 3,049 

Mansfield. 1 

Wyke 72 



Oliver 45 

Dempsey 79 




HT 0-1 



Att 3,827 

Dagenham . 

.3 

Cheltnham.. 

. 1 

Cu reton 55 



Dunn 62 pen 

Hemmings 71 




Jakubiak 90 




HT 0-0 



Att 2,696 

Exeter. 

. 1 

Tranmere. 

. 2 

Nicholls 37 


Myrie-Williams 29 




Donnelly 50 

HT 1-1 



Att 4,044 

Hartlepool. 

. 3 

Plymouth. 

. 2 

Franks 8,54 



Brunt 30 

Fenwick 76 



Lee 90 

HT 1-1 



Att 3,291 

Luton. 

.3 

Cambridge. 

.2 

Drury 19 



Hunt 67 


Wilkinson 31 Simpson 86 

Smith 45 

HT 3-0 Att 10,054 



BATTLING FOR THE BALL: Newcastle United’s Jack Colback and Hull 
City’s Abel Hernandez (left) battle for the ball during the Barclays Premier 
League match at the KC Stadium. 


Morecambe.1 

Amond 42 
HT 1-1 

Newport County 0 

HT 0-0 

Southend.1 

Coulthirst 88 pen 
HT 0-0 

Stevenage.0 


HT 0-0 

Wycombe.0 

HT 0-0 


AFC Wimbledon.1 

Reeves 12 
Att 1,841 

Shrewsbry.1 

Akpa Akpro 77 
Att 3,706 

York.0 

Att 6,126 

Oxford Utd.2 

Mullins 59 
O’Dowda 68 
Att 3,146 

POMPEY.0 

Att 5,829 


HOME AWAY 


Shrewsbry 

p 

28 

W 

12 

D 

2 

L F 
0 29 

A 

5 

W 

4 

D 

4 

L F 
6 11 

A Pt 
13 54 

Burton Alb 1 

28 

11 

1 

2 21 

8 

5 

5 

4 17 

18 54 

Wycombe 

28 

7 

5 

2 18 

11 

7 

6 

1 22 

10 53 

Luton 

27 

9 

3 

2 21 

7 

5 

5 

3 12 

13 50 

Southend 

28 

6 

6 

2 12 

5 

8 

2 

4 18 

18 50 

Newport C 

28 

8 

4 

2 23 

13 

5 

3 

6 13 20 46 

Bury_ 

28 

9 

2_ 

324 

14 

4_ 

3_ 

7 15 

19 44 

Stevenage 

28 

9 

1 

4 24 

16 

3 

4 

7 15 

21 41 

Exeter 

29 

5 

5 

5 19 

19 

6 

3 

5 20 

22 41 

Plymouth 

28 

8 

3 

3 22 

7 

3 

4 

7 10 

15 40 

Morecambe 

28 

5 

5 

4 13 

12 

5 

3 

6 15 

14 38 

Northmptn 

28 

7 

2 

5 26 

19 

4 

2 

8 19 

20 37 

Wimbledon 

27 

6 

3 

5 23 

19 

4 

4 

5 15 

19 37 

Cambridge 

27 

6 

2 

5 23 

12 

4 

4 

6 19 

21 36 

Oxford Utd 

28 

4 

4 

6 17 

18 

4 

5 

5 15 

18 33 

Acc Stanley 

27 

6 

2 

5 19 

20 

4 

1 

9 17 

28 33 

Tranmere 

27 

4 

6 

4 19 

16 

3 

3 

7 10 

16 30 

POMPEY 

27 

6 

3 

4 22 

14 

1 

6 

7 6 

19 30 

Dagenham 

28 

5 

1 

8 16 

19 

3 

5 

6 14 

20 30 

Carlisle 

28 

6 

2 

6 21 

23 

3 

1 

10 14 

27 30 

Cheltnham 

28 

3 

7 

4 13 

16 

4 

2 

8 12 

24 30 

York 

28 

1 

8 

5 10 

15 

4 

5 

5 17 

18 28 

Mansfield 

27 

5 

4 

4 14 

13 

2 

3 

9 8 22 28 

Hartlepool 

28 

3 

4 

7 13 22 

2 

2 

10 9 27 21 

| Scottish Lge Cup Semi-final | 


Dundee Utd.2 Aberdeen.1 

Morris 60 Daniels 49 

Ciftci 84 

HT 0-0 Att 29,608 


Scottish Premiership 


Dundee.1 

Stewart 88 
HT 0-0 

Inverness CT.1 

Watkins 38 
HT 1-0 

Motherwell.1 

Sutton 75 
HT 0-1 


Hamilton.1 

Canning 85 
Att 5,618 

Ross Cnty.1 

Warren 76 og 
Att 4,021 

St Johnstn.1 

Davidson 9 
Att 3,449 


HOME AWAY 

PWD LFAWD LFAPt 
Celtic 22 8 2 1 23 6 8 1 2 20 6 51 

Aberdeen 23 7 2 2 21 12 8 1 3 16 9 48 

Inverness 24 8 3 21811 7 0 41711 48 

Dundee Utd 23 9 1 1 25 10 5 2 5 21 20 45 

Hamilton 25 6 2 4 23 13 6 2 51619 40 

St Jqh_nstn_ _ 24 _ 6 1 _ 5_ 13 13 _ 4 _3_ _5_ 8 12 _3_4 

Dundee 25 3 6 41819 5 3 41919 33 

Kilmarnock 23 5 1 61416 3 3 5 914 28 

Partick 23 4 4 4 21 12 2 3 6 11 16 25 

St Mirren_25 _ 0 _ 2 11 _ 6 _ 21_ _ 5_ _1_ _ 6 _ 14 20 _1_8 

Motherwell 24 3 2 6 716 2 110 9 30 18 

Ross Cnty 23 1 0 10 9 23 1 6 5 12 22 12 


Scottish Championship 


Alloa.L Hearts.L 

Cowdenbth.0 Queen Sth.5 

Falkirk.3 Dumbarton.3 

Hibernian.1 Raith.1 


Scottish League One 


Airdrieonians .... 1 Brechin.1 

Ayr Utd.0 Dunfrmline.2 

Forfar.1 Morton.2 

Peterhead.2 Stenhsmuir.0 

Stranraer.1 Stirling A.0 


Scottish League Two 


Albion R.2 Queen Park.1 

Arbroath.1 East Fife.1 

Berwick.0 Elgin.2 

E Stirling.1 Clyde.2 

Montrose.2 Annan Athletic.1 


Grey panels indicate High-scoring games 
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Local non-league results 


Dartford 2 Bristol Rovers 2 
FC Halifax pp Barnet 
Forest Green Rovers 1 Nuneaton 0 
Grimsby pp AFC Telford Utd 
Kidderminster Harriers pp Eastleigh 
Lincoln City 1 Dover Athletic 0 
Southport 0 Gateshead 1 
Welling Utd 1 Chester FC 3 
Woking 3 Alfreton 0 
Wrexham 0 Torquay Utd 0 
South: Bishops Stortford pp Staines 
Boreham Wood 0 Basingstoke Town 4 
Bromley 2 Havant & Waterlooville 0 
Chelmsford 2 Whitehawk 1 
Eastborough Borough 0 Bath City 1 
Gosport Borough 2 Ebbsfleet Utd 2 
Maidenhead Utd pp Concord Rangers 
Sutton Utd 2 Farnborough 0 
Wealdstone 2 Hayes & Y 
Weston-super-Mare 1 Hemel f 
EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Arlesey pp Poole Town 
Bideford 2 Slough 0 
Cambridge City pp Frame 
Chesham Utd 0 Cirencester 3 
Chippenham 1 Dunstable 0 
Hungerford 0 Dorchester 2 
Paulton Rovers 1 Corby 0 
Redditch Utd pp Hitchin 
St Neots 2 Banhury Utd 1 
Truro 2 Burnham 1 
Weymouth 3 Histon 0 
Division One South & West: 

Bishops Cleeve pp Bridgwater 
Clevedon 1 Wimborne 4 
Didcot 1 Stratford 2 
Evesham 0 Merthyr Town 1 
Fleet Town pp Yate 
Larkhall Athletic 2 AFC Totton 0 
Mangotsfield Utd 4 Bashley 1 
North Leigh 0 Swindon Supermarine 0 
Sholing 1 Cinderford 0 
Taunton 1 Shortwood Utd 0 
Wantage pp Tiverton 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
SWL Cup, quarter-final: 

Horndean pp Blackfield & Langley 
Premier Division: 

Alresford pp Folland Sports 
Andover town 0 Fawley AFC 0 
Bemerton HH 0 Newport loW 1 
Bournemouth Poppies 0 Petersfield 8 
Brockenhurst 2 Fareham 1 
Lymington Town 1 Totton & Eling 0 
Moneyfields 2 Christchurch 2 
Verwood 1 AFC Portchester 4 
Whitchurch 3 Winchester City 1 
Division One: 

Amesbury 1 Tadley Calleva 0 
Cowes Sports 0 Hythe & Dibden 2 
Fleet Spurs 1 Team Solent 4 
Laverstock & Ford 2 Andover NS 1 
New Milton 3 East Cowes Vies 0 
Pewsey Vale 3 Downton 0 
US Portsmouth 4 Romsey Town 1 
PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
Senior Division: 

Baffins Milton Rovers 3 QK Southampton 0 
Clanfield pp Headley Utd 
Fleetlands 3 Bush Hill 4 
Hedge End Rangers pp Winchester Castle 
Liphook pp Hamble Club 
Locks Heath 1 Stockbridge 2 
Otterbourne 3 Liss Athletic 2 
Overton pp Colden Common 
Paulsgrove 1 AFC Stoneham 0 
Division One: Four Marks pp Lyndhurst 
Hayling Utd 1 Cadnam 1 
Michelmersh & Timsbury pp Andover Lions 
Netley Central pp Infinity 
Upham pp Broughton 
Combination: AH game! 

WYVERN COMBINATIL_ 

Wyvern Challenge Cup, second round: 

Wimborne Town pp Moneyfields 
Premier Division: 

AFC Totton 1 Petersfield Town 3 
Team Solent pp Sholing 
Division One East: 

All games postponed. 

Division One West: 

Bashley 5 Blackfield & Langley 5 
East Cowes Vies 2 Laverstock & Ford 1 
Romsey Town pp Lymington Town 
John Stimpson Memorial Shield 
League phase: 

(C) Folland Sports pp Fawley AFC 
(A) Ringwood Town 1 Bemerton HH 2 
Hamworthy Recreation v Verwood Town Res 

Poole Bay Challenge Cup - second round: 

Hamworthy Recreation 4 Verwood Town 0 

DREW SMITH GROUP SOUTHAMPTON LEAGUE 

Premier: Hedge End Town 3 Bishopstoke 2 
Solent Saints 4 Real FC 1 

Senior 1: 

BTC Soton Res 1 AFC Gulf Western 2 

Senior League Cup - semi-final: 

BTC Soton 3 Comrades 1 
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Date 

Destination 


Route 

Adult £ 

Senior £ 

Child £ 

Tues 3rd March 

Basingstoke - Milestones Museum and Shopping 

Includes Entrance 

A 

£22.00 

£21.00 

£18.00 

Tues 17th March 

Millets Farm Centre, Abingdon 


A 

£16.00 

£16.00 

£16.00 

Tues 21st April 

Salisbury and Salisbury Market 



£14.00 

£14.00 

£14.00 

Wed 29th April 

Worcester at Leisure 


A 

£22.00 

£22.00 

£22.00 

Tues 5th May 

Royal Tunbridge Wells at Leisure 


B 

£16.00 

£16.00 

£16.00 

Fri 15th May 

Afternoon at the Races - Newbury 

Includes Entrance 

A 

£26.00 

£26.00 

£26.00 

Thurs 21st May 

Stratford upon Avon at Leisure 


A 

£21.00 

£21.00 

£21.00 

Sat 23rd May 

Cardiff City at Leisure 


B 

£22.00 

£22.00 

£22.00 

Thurs 28th May 

Train ride on the Bluebell Railway and free time in East Grinsted 


B 

£32.00 

£32.00 

£25.00 

Tues 9th June 

Bradford on Avon Canal Cruise 

Includes Cruise Fare 

A* 

£23.00 

£23.00 

£23.00 


RLYNX 


Route A Romsey - Romsey Bus Station 

North Baddesley - Bus Stop by Co-Op 
Chandlers Ford - Fryern Arcade 
Eastleigh - Bus Station 
Winchester - King Alfred Statue 

Route B Romsey - Romsey Bus Station 

North Baddesley - Bus Stop by Co-Op 
Chandlers Ford - Fryern Arcade 
Eastleigh - Bus Station 
Shirley - Shirley Precinct 


Please note that on an A Routed trip, if marked with a star will also have a 

Please call Tracey to make a booking or for further information: 


pick-up in Shirley 

02380 736823 



































































































































































































































